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BRANCH  Manager  or  Assistant :  practical  experience  in  Prescribing, 
photography,  Extracting  ;  aged  27  ;  total  abstainer  ;  excellent  refer- 
ences ;  unqualified;   "Protargol"  (241/21),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


mANAGER  or  Assistant ;  qualified  ;  aged  48  ;  unmarried  :  London, 
Provincial  and  foreign  experience  ;  good  Prescriber  and  Dispenser  ; 
salary  moderate ;  disengaged.    '■  Minor,"  59  Morril  Street,  Hull.  ■ 


GERMAN  Assistant,  aged  22,  speaking  fluent  French  and  a  little 
English,  wants  a  situation  in  a  Pharmacy  in  England  by  October  1 ; 
highest  references.  Erich  Hissbach,  Pharmacie  Bruu, 2  Contance,  Geneva, 
•Switzerland, 

QUALIFIED  Chemist  (aged  27),  thoroughly  reliable  gentleman, 
several  years'  experience,  wishes  position  in  a  good  firm ;  perfect 
knowledge  of  Italian  and  French  languages,  also  little  English  ;  excellent 
testimonials  and  references  :  London  or  provinces.  Address,  Carrado 
t'amillini,  Posta  Eestante,  Florence. 


WHOLESALE. 


TRAVELLER  ;  Sundries  ;  15  years'  experience.   "  Climax  "  (241/26), 
Office  of  tbis  Paper. 

CHECKER,  Packer,  Despatch  Clerk  ;  4  years'  experience.  243/25, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

SMART  Manchester  man,  London  experience, desires  berth  as  Traveller. 
241  33,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Jj^XPERIENCED  Laboratory  hand,  engagement  wanted.,  "A.,"  15 


Thane  Villas,  aolloway,  N. 

ART  man  wishes  to  hear 
'Representative"  (237/31),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

TRAVELLER:  Dings,  Sundries,  Specialities;  qualified;  excellent 
references.      E.  C.""( 242/9),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


gMART  man  wishes  to  hear  from  Manufacturer  or  Wholesale  house. 


WETS:  open  for  engagement;  first-class  experience;  hightest  refer- 
ences.   "Winchester"  (242/2),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER,  euergetic  and  successful,  desires  re-engagement  ■  Dru^s 
or  Sundries.    "  Sahciu  "  (240/20),-  Office  of  this  Paper. 

DRY  or  Wet  Counter  ;  best  references ;  good  all-round  experience  ■ 
reliable.   •'  Energetic,''  80  Mesani  Avenue,  West  Hanipstead. 


STOCKKEEPER  or  Foreman:  aged  29;    Patents,  Sundries,  or 
Specialities;  13  years'  experienc?.    239/12,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

WANTED,  situation  in  Wholesale  ;  4  years'  Retail  experience  ;  a"ed 
21 ;  small  salary  to  start.    Yates,  P.O.  Hartshill,  Stoke-on-Trent! 

SUCCESSFUL  Traveller  would  represent  Photographic  or  Sundries 
house  on  commission  with  expenses.    "Success"  (240/21),  Office  of 
this  Paper. 

WHOLESALE  or  Druggists'  Sundries.— Situation  desired  ;  London  • 
varied  Ketail  experience;    married.    "Assistant,"  123  Saltram 
Crescent,  Paddington. 


f\n  ANAGEMENT  of  Laboratory  required  ;  qaalified  j  sound  practical 
111  London  experience:  used  to  control  of  men;  highest  reference- 
*  X.  L."  (212/ J),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


WELL-EDUCATED  young  man  (22)  wishes  to  represent  Whole=ale 
Chemist ;  6  years'  experience  in  Wholesale  and  Retail ;  excellent 
references.    Chapman,  29  Cambridge  Street,  Liverpool. 


ADVERTISING.— Gentleman  (aged  31),  3  years  Assistant  Advertise- 
ment Manager  to  a  larg-i  London  Manufacturing  firm,  disengaged 
seeks  similar  position.   Write,  94,45,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


CHEMIST,  who  has  until  recently  conducted  a  high-class  Dispensing 
business,  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a  responsible  position  in  a  good 
Wholesale  House,  or  as  Traveller;  aged  44  :  energetic;  well  educated,  of 
gentlemanly  app-earance  and  address.   240/22,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


3s.  6d.for  50  words  or  less;  Qd.for  every  10  words  beyond. 

HUGHES  &  COSSAR,  Importers  and  Indent  Agents,  Auckland,  New 
Zealand,  arc  open  to  undertake  Sole  Agencies  for  New  Zealand  ;  im- 
porters of  all  heavy  and  fine  Drugs  and  Chemicals,  Bottles  and  Jars,  Con- 
fectioners' Requisites,  Tanning  Materials,  and  all  classes  of  goods  for 
manufacturing  purposes:  consignments  accepted ;  correspondence  invited ; 
bank  references  forwarded  on  application. 


Commo  Events. 

Notices  for  ii  sirtion  under  this  heading  should  he  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Tuesdxy,  May  17. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association,  36  York  Place,  at 
9  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  Whitehall  Rooms, 
H6tel  Metropole,  at  7  p.m.  Annual  dinner.  Tickets 
(one  guinea  each)  may  be  had  from  the  Secretary,,  17 
Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
W.C,  at  4  p.m.  Special  general  meeting  to  consider  fho 
following  resolution:  "That  the  B.P.C.  Formulary  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Compendium  Committee 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Groat  Britain  for  use 
in  the  compilation  of  the  proposed  '  Compendium  of 
Medicines.'  " 

"Wednesday,  May  18. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C,  at  12  noon.    Annual  meeting. 

Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association.  Pioneer  Club  Rooms, 
Gloucester.  Lecture  by  Dr.  Hodges  on  "  The  Com- 
pounds of  Radium,  with  special  reference  to  their  Thera- 
peutic, Photographic,  and  Electrical  Properties." 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  .at 

8  p.m.  Mr.  E.  M.  Nelson  will  read  a  note  on  Grayson's 
rulings,  and  Mr.  C  Beck  will  exhibit  flower-seeds  under 
the  miscroscope. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W„  at 
5.30  p.m.  The  following  papers  will  be  communicated: 
"Action  of  Nitrosyl  Chloride  on  Pinene,"  by  Dr.  W.  A. 
Tildcn  ;  "The  Electrolytic  Estimation  of  Minute  Quanti- 
ties of  Arsenic,"  by  Dr.  H.  J.  S.  Sand  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Hackford  ;  "The  Decomposition  of  the  Alkylureas  :  A 
Preliminary  Note,"  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Fawsitt ;  "  The  Action 
of  Sodium  Mcthoxide  and  its  Homologues  on  Benzo- 
phenone  Chloride  and  Benzal  Chloride — Part  II.,"  by 
Dr.  J.  E.  Mackenzie  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Joseph;  "The  For- 
mation of  Periodides  in  Nitrobenzene  Solution — II.  : 
Periodides  of  the  Alkali  and  Alkaline  Earth-metals,"  by 
Dr.  H.  M.  Dawson  and  Miss  E.  E.  Goodson. 

Thursday,  May  19. 

Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy,  122  King's  Road,  at 

9  p.m.    Discussion  on  topics  of  interest. 
Hartlepools   and   District   Chemists'    Association.  Annual 

general  meeting,  Grand  Hotel,  West  Hartlepool,  at 
8.30  p.m. 

Friday,  May  20. 

Boyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarlo  Street, 
Piccadilly,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Discourse  by  Professor  Ernest 
Rutherford  on  "  The  Radiation  and  Emanation  of 
Radium." 


ACTION  BY  MRS.  BEECHAM. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  Thursday,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Grantham  and  a  special  jury,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Beecham  brought  an  action  against  Messrs.  A.  &  H.  White, 
solicitors,  of  London,  to  recover  damages  for  defendants' 
alleged  negligence  when  acting  as  her  solicitors.  Defend- 
ants denied  the  negligence,  and  counterclaimed  for 
professional  services.  Mr.  Hugo  Young,  K.C,  in  the  course 
of  a  long  opening  statement  for  the  plaintiff,  said  the  action 
was  one  which  arose  out  of  the  matrimonial  disputes  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Beecham  and  Mrs.  Beecham.  Mrs.  Beecham 
suffered  from  epileptic  fits,  and  her  husband  had  her  placed 
in  Northampton  Lunatic  Asylum.  Proceedings  for  judicial 
separation  were  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  lady,  and  in 
March,  1901,  she  was  removed  to  the  custody  of  Dr.  Stephen 
Wells,  a  friend  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Eldon  Bankes,  K.C.  (for  defendants),  interposing,  said 
Mr.  Beecham  got  his  wife  to  revoke  the  retainer  she  had 
paid  to  her  solicitors,  and  in  consequence  of  him  having 
interfered  with  the  course  of  her  petition  by  having  her 
removed  to  an  asylum,  Messrs.  White  applied  for  an  order 
against  Mr.  Bc-eeham  for  contempt  of  court.  The  President 
of  the  Divorce  Court  thereupon  ordered  that  the  lady  should 
be  brought  to  London  and  taken  to  an  hotel.  The  matter 
was  proceeded  with  on  the  application  for  contempt,  and  it 
was  then  that  an  order  for  1,500/.  per  annum  alimony  was 
made.  A  petition  for  alimony  pendente  litr  was  taken  out, 
but  it  was  never  served  on  account  of  the  other  proceedings. 
Mr.  Young  said  the  1,500/.  was  increased  to  2,500/.,  and 
the  matter  was  afterwards  taken  to  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
where-  the  amount  was  fixed  at  4,500/.  It  was  Mrs. 
Beecham's  contention  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  negli- 
gence of  the  defendants  she  would  have  obtained  the  amount 
at  a  much  earlier  period.    The  hearing  was  adjourned. 
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THE  following  are  brief  notes  additional  to  those  on 
pp.  781-3  on  some  of  this  week's  exhibits  : 
Lucien  Alleore   &   Co.   are   showing  "  Imperatrix " 
toilet-soaps,  "Luna"  p.o.p.,  and  tissues. 

Anturic  Salts  (Limited)  have  a  brilliant  show  in  the 
gallery  of  Anturic  bath-salts  for  rheumatism  and  such  like 
complaints. 

Mrs.  Ada  S.  Ballin's  publications  are  shown,  and  the 
Ballin  baby- feeders  come  in  for  a  share  of  attention. 

Harry  W.  Cox  (Limited)  have  a  small  corner  devoted 
to  .r-ray  and  high-frequency  apparatus. 

The  Elephant  Chemical  Company  are  showing  disin- 
fectants of  various  kinds.  "  Exterminas "  fluid  and 
powder  are  disinfectants  with  a  pine  odour. 

The  Gem  Supplies  Company  (Limited)  are  showing 
their  bath-cabinets,  water-stills,  and  steam-cookers. 

Eugene  Geraut  &  Co.  are  showing  syphons,  seltzo- 
genes,  and  all  the  aerated-water  trade  requisites. 

A.  E.  Gutmann  &  Co.  demonstrate  the  efficacy  of  the 
"Celebrated  Mirella  Geld  Enamel"  and  their  bronze 
powders. 

Wm.  Hastings  is  exhibiting  Young's  patent  hygienic 
bins. 

Irven  &  Co.  are  demonstrating  the  virtues  of  the 
"  Klonol  "  brand  of  dried-milk  specialities. 

The  Junon  Company  have  toilet-soaps,  brilliantines, 
toilet-powders,  hair-dyes,  and  perfumery  on  show. 

Luce's  Eau  de  Cologne  Company  (Limited)  have  taken 
to  packing  their  well-known  Cologne  in  elegant  satin-lined 
caskets.  Moreover,  silver-sheathed  bottles  of  Luce's 
Cologne  may  now  be  had  packed  in  single-bottle  cases  or 
in  quarter-dozens.  Florida  water  is  now  made  by  the 
company. 

Wm.  Lyle  &  Co.  have  a  nice  exhibit  of  gelatin  capsules 
of  Cascara,  Blaud's  pill,  &c,  "Red  Cross"  head-ointment, 
for  children,  and  Lyle's  "Death  on  Eats." 

J.  McQueen  &  Sons  are  account-book  experts  whose 
"  systems  "  are  not  unknown  to  chemists.  The  most  recent 
"Utility  Books"  comprise  a  sales  or  customers  ledger  (in 
two  patterns)  and  a  combined  carrier's  receipt,  advice- 
note,  and  credit-note  check  for  returned  empties. 
McQueen's  "Syphon  Check"  is  new,  and  the  system  is 
simple. 

Paul  Metz  is  showing  Rembrandt  paper  made  by  Mr. 
Ferd.  Hrdticzka,  of  Vienna,  "  Vindobona "  bromide,  and 
"  Vindobona  "  dry-plates. 

Moore's  Non-leakable  Fountain  Pen  Company  demon- 
strate the  advantages  of  their  particular  pen  over  the  ordi- 
nary lsakable  article. 

Papier  Poudre  (Limited)  are  occupying  a  pretty  stall 
with  their  dainty  toilet-specialities.  Papier  poudre  is 
now  obtainable  in  rachel  and  rose  tints  as  well  as  the 
white  variety  formerly  supplied.  "  Massoline "  (skin 
food)  and  "Circassian  cream"  (for  whitening  the  skin) 
are  shown  in  the  two  styles  of  packing. 

The  Peat  Products  Company  have  "  Sphagnol "  soaps 
and  ointment  for  skin-troubles.  "Sphagnol"  is  said  to 
be  a  pure  oil  of  peat. 

The  Penn  Perfumery  Company  (Limited)  are  showing 
perfumery  and  toilet-preparations — "liquid  powder" 
being  apparently  the  novelty. 

Petol  (Limited)  show  "Petol"  preparations  in  salve, 
suppository,  and  soap  form.  "Petol"  sheep-dip  and 
"  Petol"  insecticide  are  the  latest. 

Platol  (Limited)  h;tve  on  view  a  series  of  preparations 
for  renovating  worn  and  dirty  electroplated  articles.  The 
gentlemen  in  charge  are  vigorously  demonstrating  their 
method  of  "  depositing  chemically  pure  silver  on  the  worn 
parts  "  by  brisk  friction.  The  preparations  are  guaranteed 
to  contain  "neither  mercury,  poisons,  nor  acids." 

Rawsco  have  a  little  cabin,  inside  which  Mr.  R.  Sims 
Overton  explains  the  merits  of  the  "Rawsco"  system  of 
supplying  chemists  with  syphons.  The  method  was  ex- 
pounded in  the  C.  <b  D.  some  time  ago. 

The  Salt  Union  (Limited)  are  showing  the  "Star" 
brand  table-salt  and  Droitwich  brine  crystals.' 

P.  &  F.  Schafer  (Limited)  are  specialists  in  card- 


index  systems  and  office-furniture.  A  variety  of  in- 
genious business-systems  may  be  profitably  studied  at 
this  exhibit,  and  a  remarkably  cheap  English-made  roll- 
top  desk  should  not  be  overlooked.  It  is  of  fumed  oak, 
48  inches  long,  and  the  price  is  only  51.  5s.  Messrs. 
Schafer  are  also  showing  Dr.  Melcher's  "Shower  Yoke" 
— a  portable  shower-bath  appliance  for  use  with  any  tap. 

A.  Bruce  Starke  &  Co.  are  showing  drugs,  essential 
oils,  artificial  perfumes,  and  packed  toilet-specialities. 

The  Tusco  Chemical-works  are  showing  in  the  gallery 
their  "national"  dentifrice  in  the  familiar  tusk-shaped 
flasks. 

H.  A.  Wanklyn,  of  "Orlwara"  fame,  is  showing 
toilet-brushes  of  all  kinds  and  indiarubber  sponges  of 
various  descriptions. 

A.  &  M.  Zimmermann,  the  agents  for  Schering's  pyro, 
hydroquinone,  and  other  photographic  chemicals,  snow 
these  goods  alongside  ' '  Leto "  platino-matt  and  gaslight 
paper  and  "  Seltona  "  self-toning  paper. 


<3a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Peart,  R.  S.,  and  Holland,  A.  G.,  under  the  style  of  Peart 
&  Rolland,  North  Shields,  medical  practitioners. 

Pickering-,  H.,  Pickering-,  P.,  and  Pickering:,  J.,  under 
the  style  of  John  Pickering  &  Sons,  Birmingham,  candle- 
makers,  soap  and  glycerin  makers  ;  so  far  as  regards  H. 
Pickering. 

Stotnert,  H.  H.,  and  Scott,  E.,  under  the  style  of  Stothert, 
Scott  &  Co.,  Baxenden,  near  Accrington,  soap-manu- 
facturers. 


Colleae  motes. 


West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy.— The  fifth 
annual  excursion  of  the  students  of  this  College  will  be  on 
Victoria  Day,  May  23,  to  Stirling.  Train  leaves  Buchanan 
Street  station  at  10  A.M.  Tickets,  4s.  each,  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  W.  Graham,  157  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 

Council  Prizes. — Mr.  F.  Benson  Kirby,  who  has  been 
awarded  the  bronze  medal,  received  his  education  at  the 
London  College  of  Pharmacy,  passing  the  Minor  in  January, 
1904,  and  the  Major  in  April,  only  a  few  days  before  the 
competition  for  the  pharmaceutical  prizes.  This  is  the 
second  year  in  succession  that  one  of  these  awards  has  been 
secured  by  a  London  College  student. 

The  Educational  Institutions  advertising  in  this  issue  are 
as  follows :  — 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160-162  Kennington 
Park  Road,  S.E. 

Westminster  College  of  Chemistry,  Trinity  Square, 
Borough,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road,  Leeds.  ' 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Liver- 
pool. 

Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Burlington  Correspondence  College. 

Pelman  School  of  Memory  Training,  4  Bloomsbury 
Street,  W.C. 


The  Exports  of  Chemical  Products  from  Calais  to  the 
United  Kingdom  during  1903  amounted  to  170  tons,  against 
66  tons  during  1902.  These  figures  show  a  considerable 
falling  off  since  1899. 

The  Exports  of  Olive  Oil  from  Tunis  during  1902 
amounted  to  4,064  tons,  against  8,534  tons  in  1901.  Franco 
was  the  chief  buyer,  and  the  lessened  export  was  due  to 
drought,  which  considerably  interfered  with  the  harvest. 

In  his  report  on  the  trade  of  Chiengmai,  Siam,  during 
1902,  the  British  Consul  at  Bangkok  reports  that  consider- 
able quantities  of  quinine  in  pills,  brought  by  the  Yunnanese 
in  Moulmein  or  Rangoon,  went  through  Chiengmai.  A 
portion  of  the  stock  was  sold  there  at  as  low  a  price  as  it 
could  have  been  imported  direct  from  the  United  States. 
The  remainder  was  taken  on  for  sale  in  China. 
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OUR  NEXT  ISSUE. 

The  great  International  Exhibition  at  St.  Louis  lends  a 
special  appropriateness  to  the  issue  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  for  May  21.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are 
making  a  display  in  the  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  sec- 
tion of  the  Exhibition  such  as  has  never  been  clone  in 
another  country  before.  The  exhibit  tells  as  forcibly  as 
products  can  what  the  United  Kingdom  is  doing  in  this  im- 
portant industrial  department ;  and  our 

American  and  Canadian  Issue 

of  next  week  will  give  the  buyers  of  chemicals  and  druggists' 
goods  in  these  important  markets  a  further  and  more  general 
demonstration  of  British  commerce  and  industry  in  these 
departments.  Business  houses  should  see  that  they  are  well 
represented  in  the  issue  by  appropriate  advertisements.  The 
issue  will  have  an  extra  circulation  in  Canada,  the  United 
States,  and  the  West  Indies,  beyond  our  ordinary  circula- 
tion at  home  and  abroad. 


Summary. 


The  Latest  Store-prices  are  given  on  p.  763. 

Some  interesting  particulars  regarding  metropolitan  public 
analysts,  their  salaries  and  work  will  be  found  on  p.  762. 

The  Commercial  Intelligence  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  reported  on  its  work,  which  we  summarise  on 
page  778. 

Madame  Curie  is  proposed,  amongst  other  distinguished 
foreign  chemists,  as  an  honorary  member  of  the  Chemical 
Society  (p.  794). 

The  National  Union  of  Mineral-water  Manufacturers  is  to 
hold  an  annual  Congress  for  the  discussion  of  questions 
related  to  the  industry  (p.  763J. 

An  Evesham  Chemist  has  been  fined  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  selling  strong  solution  of  ammonia 
for  the  ordinary  solution  (p.  771). 

Rhodesia  wants  to  emulate  the  Orange  River  Colony  in 
regard  to  a  law  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
pharmacy  in  the  colony  (p.  795). 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  has 
discussed  the  manner  of  voting  at  Council  elections,  and  is 
to  consider  the  matter  again  (p.  793). 

Clause  7  is  the  subject  of  some  pertinent  remarks  by 
"  Xrayser,"  who  objects  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
bartering  it  for,  say,  the  curriculum  (p.  777). 

Co-operative  Trading  in  protected  proprietary  articles  is 
the  subject  of  a  vigorous  letter  from  Messrs.  Owbridge 
(Limited)  to  the  Halifax  Grocers'  Association  (p.  763). 

"  Bile-pills  "  is  not  a  dutiable  title  according  to  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  who  have  reconsidered  their 
decision  of  a  few  months  ago  as  to  bile  being  an  ailment 
(p.  780). 

The  Net  Personalty  represented  by  the  wills  of  seven> 
pharmacists  who  have  recently  died  is  34,910/.,  the  lowest . 
being  452/.  and  the  highest  18,198/.  Particulars  are  given 
on  p.  794. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  speaking  at  Peterborough  about  the 
Pharmacy  Bill,  held  out  little  hope  of  its  enactment  unless 
the  chemists  of  the  country  make  Parliament  feel  the  need 
for  it  (p.  784). 

Mr.  W.  P.  Bloxham,  who  has  been  investigating  indigo 
for  the  Bengal  Government,  has  made  an  important  dis- 
covery as  to  the  constitution  of  the  dye.  He  has  resigned 
his  appointment  (p.  767). 

A  Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Association  has 
drafted  rules  to  be  observed  in  repeating  prescriptions,  and 
the  Association  is  to  consult  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
about  the  matter  (p.  780). 

A  Confectioner  in  Swindon  has  been  summoned  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  selling  "Liquorice,  lin- 
seed, and  chlorodyne  lozenges  "  which  have  been  certified  to 
contain  no  chlorodyne  (p.  768). 

Dr.  F.  G.  A.  Curran,  of  Rathmines.  has  apologised  to 
Mr.  W.  V.  Johnston,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dublin,  for 
slandering  him.  and  has  agreed  to  pay  the  costs  of  a  High-- 
Court  action  which  Mr.  Johnston  instituted  (p.  788.) 

A  Memorandum  on  medicine-stamp  duty,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  ailment-named  remedies,  has  been  prepared  and1 
printed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue.  It  is  fuller  than- 
the  circular  letter  issued  in  July  last,  and  is  printed  on' 
p.  796. 

Business  in  drugs  and  chemicals  has  improved  slightly 
this  week,  but  it  is  still  far  from  active,  and  fluctuations 
have  been  of  minor  consequence.  A  combination  has  been 
arranged  between  the  principal  makers  of  chlorate  of 
potash,  and  prices  are  firmer.  Quinine  is  easier  in  second- 
hands,  shellac  for  delivery  is  considerably  lower,  and  cloves 
are  also  lower.  Refined  camphor  is  a  shade  firmer.  A 
large  auction  of  '-''•ugs  was  held  on  Thursday,  and  is 
reported  on  page  791. 

Cream  of  Tartar  bulks  largely  in  this  issue.  At  Lambeth 
Police  Court  four  retailers  were  summoned  for  selling  a 
plumbiferous  article.  One  pleaded  warranty  and  got  off 
(p.  768),  a  second  had  to  pay  5s.  and  costs  for  selling  a 
cream  containing  0.6  gr.  of  lead  per  lb.,  and  a  third  a 
similar  fine  for  an  article  which  contained  0.8  gr.  (p.  769). 
A  fourth  case  was  adjourned.  At  the  Guildhall  Police 
Court  Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Limited)  succeeded  by  able 
defence  in  getting  dismissed  a  summons  for  selling  cream  of 
tartar  containing  1.75  gr.  of  lead  per  lb.,  according  to  the 
public  analyst,  but  the  Government  Laboratory  chemists 
found  only  1.21  gr.  (p.  770). 
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Local  newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  only  sample  of  drugs  found  to  be  adulterated  in 
Herefordshire  last  quarter  was  one  of  Gregory  powder. 

At  Hayward's  Heath  on  May  9  Edwin  Norris,  of  Cuck- 
field,  was  fined  10/.,  and  15/.  costs,  or  two  months'  im- 
prisonment, for  laying  poisoned  grain  on  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destroying  life. 

Dr.  Samuel  Eideal  has  been  appointed  public  analyst  to 
the  metropolitan  borough  of  Chelsea,  in  succession  to  Dr. 
Louis  Parkes,  resigned,  but  who  still  retains  the  appoint- 
ment of  medical  officer  of  health. 

At  Altrincham  on  May  7,  two  men,  named  Frank  Heyes 
and  Chas.  Anderson,  were  committed  for  trial  on  a 
charge  of  breaking  into  the  premises  of  Boots,  Cash 
Chemists,  with  intent  to  commit  a  felony. 

It  has  been  decided  to  abolish  the  wall-space  charges  in 
the  Competitive  Pictorial  Section  and  the  Scientific  and 
Technical  Section  at  the  forthcoming  exhibition  of  the 
Royal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Salford  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
the  United  Alkali  Company  for  the  supply  of  chloride  of 
lime,  containing  10  per  cent,  available  chloride,  at  3/.  10s. 
per  ton,  and  that  of  R.  K.  Lakin  &  Co.  for  carbolic 
powder,  at  21.  lbs.  6d.  per  ton. 

The  Nottingham  Chemists'  Athletic  Club  opened  their 
cricket  season  on  May  5  with  a  match  Qualified  v.  Un- 
qualified, the  latter  winning  an  exciting  game  by  10  runs. 
Both  teams  were  afterwards  entertained  at  the  house  of 
the  President  of  the  club,  Mr.  T.  Wilson.  An  excellent 
fixture-card  has  been  drawn  up. 

Mr.  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  F.I.C.,  the  county  analyst  for 
-Staffordshire,  reports  that  during  the  quarter  ended 
March  31  he  analysed  nineteen  samples  of  camphorated  oil. 
One  was  deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  29  per  cent., 
and  another,  although  containing  the  correct  amount  of 
camphor,  contained  38  per  cent,  of  mineral  oil.  The 
other  seventeen  samples  were  genuine. 

A  cow  of  an  inquiring  turn  of  mind  walked  into  the 
shop  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Annal,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  Melk- 
sham,  last  week.  She  was  a  well-behaved  intruder,  how- 
ever, and  after  gazing  pensively  for  a  few  minutes  at  the 
well-filled  showcase,  she  was  persuaded  to  execute  a  change 
of  front,  and  was  forthwith  driven  out  into  the  world 
without  any  damage  being  done. 

The  public  analyst  of  West  Ham  reported  to  the  Cor- 
poration on  May  10  that  of  the  310  samples  submitted  to 
.him  during  the  past  quarter  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
.Acts  three  were  of  drugs  (cream  of  tartar).  Each  of 
these  three  samples  contained  lead.  In  two  cases  the 
quantity  of  lead  did  not  exceed  1  gr.  per  lb.,  but  the  other 
sample  contained  as  much  as  1  gr.  of  lead  per  lb. 

The  Spectacle-makers'  Examinations. 
The  first  examination  in  sight-testing  under  the  new 
scheme  will  be  held  in  London  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  June  13,  14,  15,  and  16. 
Candidates  who  propose  to  enter  for  these  examinations 
must  send  in  their  application-forms,  and  pay  their  fees, 
before  Wednesday  June  1. 

The  Hull  Analyst. 

A  determined  attempt  has  been  made  during  the  past 
few  weeks  to  oust  Mr.  James  Baynes,  F.I.C.,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  from  his  position  as  public  analyst  for 
Hull.  Last  month  the  Town  Council  passed  a  resolution, 
confirming  a  recommendation  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
that  an  analytical  chemist  and  bacteriologist  be  appointed, 
to  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  service  of  the  Cor- 
poration, at  a  commencing  salary  of  £300  per  annum.  In 
support  of  that  resolution  it  was  alleged  that  the  City 


Analyst  (Mr.  Baynes)  had  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the 
committee,  because  he  had  made  an  analytical  blunder  with 
the  analysis  of  three  samples  of  baking-powder.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  on  May  6,  a  resolution  to  rescind 
the  previous  resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  Wheatley,  who 
said  the  Council  were  not  justified  on  the  evidence  given 
"in  jettisoning  an  old  official."  The  blunder  was  the  only 
one  that  had  been  alleged  during  the  twenty-eight  years  of 
Mr.  Baynes's  service.  Alderman  Rollit  said  it  had  been 
asserted  that  there  was  no  excuse  for  Mr.  Baynes,  but  he 
pointed  out  that  Professor  A.  Smithells,  of  the  Yorkshire 
College,  Leeds,  had  stated  that  the  analysis  was  by  no 
means  an  easy  one.  The  resolution  to  rescind  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  seven  votes. 

The  Cardiff  Dispensership. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Board  of  Guardians  on 
May  7,  Mr.  H.  J.  Owen,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Barry, 
was  appointed  outdoor  dispenser  to  the  Cardiff  Union,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Taylor,  recently  dismissed.  Mr.  Owen  is  a 
native  of  Cardiganshire,  and  holds  both  the  pharmaceu- 
tical and  the  Apothecaries'  Hall-  qualifications.  For  two 
years  he  acted  as  dispenser,  stockkeeper,  and  manager  to 
the  Westminster  Dispensary,  and  he  has  also  had  over  six 
years'  experience  in  dispensing  in  various  pharmacies  in 
London.  He  has  had  nearly  twelve  years'  business  experi- 
ence in  Barry. 

The  Remuneration  of  Public  Analysts  in  London. 

The  St.  Pancras  Public  Health  Committee  has  had 
printed  a  return,  based  on  answers  received  from  the 
Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  to  inquiries  as  to  the 
annual  remuneration  received  by  public  analysts  in  London. 
The  following  summarises  the  information  given  : 

Battersea,  salary  550/.,  700  samples.  Bethnal  Green, 
10/.  10*.  retaining  fee,  first  100  samples  one  guinea  each, 
second  100  samples  half-guinea  each,  remaining  samples  6s. 
each  ;  547  samples  submitted  during  1903.  Camberwell,  500/. 
for  800  samples,  7s.  6(7.  per  sample  above  800 ;  856  samples 
submitted  during  1903.  Chelsea,  100/.,  no  stipulation  as  to 
number  of  samples ;  180  samples  submitted  during  1903. 
Deptford,  150/.  for  300  samples,  10s.  per  sample  above  300 ; 
302  samples  submitted  during  1903.  Finsbury,  250/.  for  500 
samples,  7s.  6(7.  each  for  additional  samples ;  610  samples 
submitted  during  1903.  Greenwich,  100/.  for  200  samples, 
10s.  for  each  additional  sample ;  306  samples  submitted 
during  1903.  Hackney,  10s.  per  sample ;  600  samples  sub- 
mitted during  1903.  Hammersmith,  200/.  ;  404  samples  sub- 
mitted during  1903.  Hampstead,  50/.  retaining-fee,  10s.  6(7. 
per  sample,  350  samples  guaranteed ;  366  samples  submitted 
during  1903.  Holborn,  250/.  for  500  samples ;  511  samples 
submitted  in  1903.  Islington,  10s.  6(7.  per  sample  up  to  800, 
7s.  6(7.  per  sample  above  that  number  and  up  to  1,200,  the 
number  ordered  to  be  taken  annually.  Kensington,  400/. 
for  500  samples  (laboratory  provided,  and  6s.  weekly  allowed 
for  bottle-cleaning,  &c).  Lambeth,  4007.  for  1,000  samples, 
10s.  each  for  additional  samples  ;  1,010  samples  submitted  in 
1903.  Lewisham,  200/.,  no  number  of  samples  stipulated ; 
451  samples  submitted  in  1903  (laboratory,  chemicals,  and 
assistance  provided).  Paddington,  250/.,  no  number  of 
samples  stipulated ;  517  samples  submitted  during  1903  (a 
room  provided,  but  only  a  portion  of  the  chemicals,  &c). 
Poplar,  150/.  for  250  samples,  7s.  6(7.  for  each  additional 
sample;  373  samples  submitted  during  1903  (40/.  allowed  for 
a  laboratory,  chemicals,  and  assistance).  St.  Marylebone, 
150/.,  no  number  of  samples  stipulated;  618  samples  sub- 
mitted in  1903  (laboratory,  chemicals,  assistance,  &c,  pro- 
vided, and  no  restriction  as  to  private  analyses  in  the  labora- 
tory). St.  Pancras,  100/.  for  200  samples,  10s.  6(Z.  for  each 
additional  sample  ;  500  samples  submitted  in  1903.  Shore- 
ditch,  50/.  retaining-fee,  10s.  each  sample ;  707  samples 
submitted  in  1903.  Southwark,  475/.,  rising  to  500/.,  no 
number  of  samples  stipulated ;  2,004  samples  submitted 
during  the  year  (laboratory,  chemicals,  assistance,  &c,  pro- 
vided). Stepney,  280/.,  no  number  of  samples  stipulated ; 
1,200  samples  submitted  in  1903  (laboratory,  chemicals, 
assistance,  &c,  provided).  Stoke  Newington,  10s.  6(7.  per 
sample ;  122  samples  submitted  in  1903.  Wandsworth, 
10s.  6(7.  per  sample  and  1/.  lis.  6(7.  for  water-analysis ;  729 
samples  submitted  in  1903.  Westminster,  12s.  6(7.  per  sample ; 
1,800  samples  submitted  in  1903.  Woolwich,  10s.  per  sample; 
539  samples  submitted  in  1903. 

In  the  absence  of  notification  to  the  contrary  in  the  fore- 
going, a  laboratory,  chemicals,  and  assistance  are  not  pro- 
vided by  the  Borough  Councils.  Bermondsey  and  Fulham 
made  no  returns. 
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Store-prices. 

The  following  alterations  in  prices  are  noted  in  the 
May  issue  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  Circular  : 

Sparklet  flask  with  cup  (new  pattern),  5s.  ;  Sparklet 
syphons,  2s. ;  Sparklet  bottles,  A  size,  2s.  each,  B  size,  3s. ; 
Callard's  "  Kalari "  biscuits  for  obesity,  2s.  6<7.  per  box; 
perfumed  fullers'-earth  powder,  10fZ.  per  1-lb.  box;  Perla's 
Creme  Marie  Antoinette,  2s.  6(7.  per  jar;  Roger  &  Gallet's 
Pervenche  de  Chine,  2s.  10(7.  and  5s.  lit?,  per  bottle. 

Cod-liver  oil  (finest  Norwegian)  is  now  quoted  at  16*.  6d. 
per  gal.,  and  "refined  veterinary"  at  12  s.  per  gal. 

An  Unhappy  Pair. 

At  the  Altrincham  Court  on  May  9,  Alfred  Jackson, 
residing  at  Derby  Street,  Altrincham,  and  said  to  be  a 
chemist  at  Harpurhey,  was  summoned  for  desertion,  at 
the  instance  of  his  wife,  Ida  Jackson,  of  Linthwaite, 
Huddersfield.  Counsel  for  Mrs.  Jackson  explained  that 
the  parties,  were  married  in  1893,  and  Mrs.  Jackson 
became  mentally  afflicted  in  1901,  consequent  (it  was 
stated)  on  her  health  giving  way  through  nursing  her 
husband.  Afterwards  she  went  to  Vancouver  without  his 
knowledge,  and  stayed  there  until  last  year,  when  she 
wrote  to  her  husband  asking  him  to  take  her  back,  but  he 
had  not  replied.  Counsel  for  the  defendant  said,  in  reply 
to  a  suggestion  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Bench,  that  Mr. 
Jackson  said  he  had  no  objection  to  receive  her  again,  but 
this  was  the  second  time  she  had  left  him.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  then  adjourned  with  the  Chairman  to  his 
room,  but  his  efforts  at  reconciliation  were  fruitless,  and 
the  Magistrates  ultimately  decided  that  there  could  be  no 
order,  as  the  desertion  was  by  the  wife  rather  than  the 
husband. 

National  Union  of  Mineral-water  Manufacturers. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  body  was  held  on  Friday, 
May  6,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Strand,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  Richard  Johnson,  J. P.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  William 
Tooke)  presented  the  accounts,  which  showed  that  on  the 
year's  working  there  was  a  profit  of  436/.  3.?.  10(/.,  with 
which  the  meeting  decided  to  pay  20  per  cent,  on  the 
shares  and  put  100?.  to  the  reserve  fund.  Mr.  Richard 
Johnson,  J. P.,  was  re-elected  President,  and  Mr.  Mark 
Beaufoy  Vice-President.  Mr.  Joseph  West  (Liverpool) 
was  elected  a  second  Vice-President ;  and  Mr.  Durant,  Mr. 
Shaw,  and  Mr.  Perry  were  added  to  the  directorate.  After 
the  directors'  meeting,  a  general  meeting  of  the  trade  was 
held,  when  it  was  reported  that  during  the  year  the 
National  Union  had  not  abandoned  its  efforts  in  regard  to 
the  Sugar  Bounties  Convention,  and  on  the  question  of 
bottle  cleaning  and  prices  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Fletcher 
Moulton.  K.C.,  as  to  an  agreement  had  been  obtained  ;  and 
it  was  decided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  West  (Liverpool), 
seconded  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  J. P.  (Brighton), 

that  an  agreement  based  upon  the  lines  of  counsel's 
opinion  be  adopted  for  the  use  of  associations  desiring  to 
apply  same ;  and  that  in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary 
to  take  measures  for  sustaining  the  validity  of  such  agree- 
ment, the  funds  of  the  National  Union  be  applied  to  this 
object  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  directors,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  any 
default,  the  procedure  is  in  the  general  interests  of  the 
trade. 

It  was  agreed  to  hold  an  annual  congress  of  mineral- 
water  manufacturers,  at  which  papers  will  be  read  and  dis- 
cussions organised,  the  first  one  to  be  in  London. 

Prescribed  Proprietaries. 
Mr.  Plowden  sat  specially  in  the  Second  Court  at  Bow 
Street,  on  May  6,  to  resume  the  hearing  (commenced  at 
Marylebone)  of  charges  against  Frederick  John  Hicks,  a 
physician,  of  performing  illegal  operations  upon  Mrs. 
Beatrice  Davis,  the  wife  of  a  late  employe  of  the  Drouet 
Institute,  and  a  lady  residing  in  the  Midlands,  whose 
indentity  was  concealed.  Evidence  was  given  by  Dr. 
Arthur  Pearson  Luff,  physician  and  official  analyst  for  the 
Home  Office.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  doctor's  evidence, 
which  was  technical  throughout,  Mr.  Richard  Knight, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Buckingham  Gate,  W.,  was  recalled 
to  speak  as  to  some  capsules  which  he  sold  to  a  lady  known 
as  Mrs.  A.    He  said  that  the  lady  had  a  prescription,  and  as 


he  had  boxed  capsules  which  agreed  with  the  prescription 
he  let  her  have  those.  He  put  his  own  label  on  the 
box,  and  took  out  some  advertisements  which  it  contained. 

Mr.  Horace  Avory  (for  the  defence)  said  there  was 
nothing  unusual  about  that.  He  believed  that  if  he  sent  a 
physician's  prescription  for  quinine  pills  he  would  be 
supplied  with  pills  already  made  up. 

Grocers  and  Proprietary  Articles. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Halifax  Grocers'  Asso- 
ciation, held  on  Monday,  May  9,  some  correspondence  was 
read  about  proprietary  articles.  The  Secretary  had 
written  to  Messrs.  Owbridge  (Limited)  informing  them  of 
the  Association's  resolution  passed  at  a  recent  meeting  : 

That  in  future  no  further  agreements  respecting  minimum* 
prices  shall  be  signed  by  any  private  trader  unless  the  Co- 
operative Stores  have  already  signed  that  they  will  be  - 
bound  by  the  same  conditions. 

The  Secretary's  letter  added 

The  Halifax  Co-operative  Society  retail  your  lZ^d.  lung 
tonic  at  lOgc?.  less  a  bonus  equal  to  lie?.,  therefore  selling 
at  9(7.  Private  traders  signing  your  agreement  would  have 
to  sell  at  lOjtZ.  and  no  rebate,  thus  leaving  the  Co-operative- 
Stores  to  show  a  distinct  advantage  to  their  customers. 

Messrs.  Owbridge  replied  in  a  letter  which,  on  being 
read,  was  described  by  the  members  present  as  "de- 
cidedly stiff  and  combative."    The  reply  said 

Before  protecting  our  lung-tonic  many  co-operative 
societies  sold  at  9(7.  and  9g(?.  and  gave  the  bonus ;  no  grocer 
ever  complained  to  us  then.  When  protecting  we  asked 
the  Co-operative  to  advance  to  10g(7.,  the  same  as  other 
retailers,  which  they  readily  did,  and  some  went  up  to  Is. 
If  grocers  persist  in  cutting,  the  co-operative  societies  will 
soon  reduce  their  prices  again  and  still  give  the  bonus. 
Have  you  ever  looked  at  it  in  this  light '!  Suppose  we 
should  protect  our  lung-tonic  at  face  value,  Is.  l?d.,  we 
could  not  ask  the  co-operative  societies  to  sell  beyond  ;  if 
they  did  the  Inland  Revenue  would  step  in.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  we  said  to  the  co-operative  societies  "  You  must 
not  give  a  bonus  with  our  goods,"  that  would  be  interfering 
with  the  inner  working  and  system  of  the  Co-operative 
principles,  which  is  more  than  our  firm  will  ever  attempt 
to  do  with  hope  of  success  to  satisfy  all  patent-medicine 
vendors. 

Messrs.  A.  J.  White  (Limited),  proprietors  of  Seigel's 
syrup,  to  a  like  communication  replied  that  it  is  not 
strictly  correct  to  say  that  co-operative  societies  do  not 
by  their  bonus  system  observe  minimum  prices;  "the 
bonus  is  a  yearly  distribution  of  profits  to  its  members 
on  the  entire  business  they  do,  the  same  as  dividends 
paid  to  shareholders  in  any  limited  company,  and  we  do 
not  think  they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  exempt  out 
articles  from  its  operation." 

The  Colonies  and  Price-lists. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Manufacturers'  Section  of  the 
London   Chamber  of   Commerce   held   on   May   9,  the 
Assistant-Secretary  announced  that  copies  of  the  resolution 
adopted   at   the   meeting  last  November  (see  C.  <L-  D., 
November  28,  1903,  page  874)  in  regard  to  the  duties 
imposed  on  manufacturers'  circulars  and  price-lists  im- 
ported into  the  Australasian  and  other  Colonies  had  been 
forwarded,  together  with  a  covering  letter,  to  the  High 
Commissioner   for  Canada,   the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  the  Australian  Agents-General,  and  other  bodies. 
A  precis  of  the  replies  was  read,  the  Agent-General  for 
Victoria  stating  that  single  copies  of  trade  catalogues  for 
the  use  of  merchants  may  be  now  admitted  free  of  duty. 
The  High  Commissioner  for  Canada  wrote  that  trade 
catalogues  and  price-lists  of  goods  for  wholesale,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  for  any  one  person,  are  admitted  without 
payment  of  Customs  duty;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  wrote  that  the  communication  would  be  forwarded 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Government  of  India.  It 
transpired  that  the  Agent-General  for  New  Zealand  had 
not  been  communicated  with,  and  as  that  Colony  had  given 
most  trouble  in  the  matter,  it  was  decided  to  write  to  the 
Agent-General.    A  member  of  the  Chamber  stated  that  he 
had  been  in  communication  with  the  Postmaster-General, 
pointing  out  that  the  information  given  in  the  Postal 
Guide,  on  pages  448.\.  448b,  and  449,  is  totally  at  variance 
with  that  received  from  Canada  and  Victoria.  The. 
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Postmaster-General  replied  that  the  information  was 
obtained  from  the  Canadian  Customs  regulations  and  the 
Victorian  Post  Office.  The  meeting  resolved  that  the 
"Guide"  should  be  brought  up  to  date  or  corrected  by 
special  notice. 

Allegsd  Frauds. 
At  Southwark  Police-court,  on  May  10,  William  James 
Barnes  (21),  described  as  a  clerk,  of  Gladstone  Buildings, 

Willow  Street,  Finsbury, 
was  charged,  cn  remand, 
with  obtaining  postal 
orders  for  3^.  10s.  6cl.  from 
William  James  Green, 
chemist,  of  36  Lower 
Marsh,  S.E.,  on  the  false 
pretence  that  he  was  a 
representative  of  Messrs. 
J.  Ismay  &  Sons,  chemists, 
of  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  He 
was  further  charged  with 
forging  and  uttering  these 
postal  orders,  and  also 
with  obtaining  5s.  by 
fraud  from  Mr.  Frederick 
Oliver,  a  chemist,  and 
Mayor  of  Maidstone.  Par- 
ticulars of  former  hearings 
were  given  in  our  issues 
of  May  7  (page  727)  and 
April  30  (p.  678).  Evidence 
was  now  given  that  87 
Shaftesbury  Avenue,  the  address  given  by  the  prisoner  in 
his  reply  to  Mr.  Oliver's  advertisement,  is  a  newspaper- 
shop  at  which  he  received  letters.  The  prisoner,  who  was 
committed  for  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  on  the  charge  of 
forgery  and  two  cases  of  fraud,  applied  for  legal  aid 
,  under  the  Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Act,  but  the  Magis- 
trate said  that  as  prisoner  had  not  suggested  any  defence 
he  could  not  grant  that  legal  aid.  The  accompanying 
portrait  is  reproduced  from  a  sketch  made  in  court  by 
-one  of  the  C.  Jb  D.  artists. 

Chemists'  M'xtures. 
At  an  inquest  held  before  the  Manchester  City  Ccroncr 
on  May  9,  relative  to  the  death  of  a  child  six  months  old 
from  convulsions,  Alice  Lawton,  the  widow  of  Henry 
Lawton.  a  chemist,  and  herself  a  registered  chemist  and 
•druggist  in  business  at  79  Upper  Moss  Lane,  Hulme,  said 
.she  had  mixed  medicine  for  the  deceased,  who  had  a 
cough.  The  mixture  contained  oil  of  almonds,  syrup  of 
violets,  and  syrup  of  squill,  to  be  taken  in  one-teaspoonful 
•doses  three  times  a  day.  No  comment  was  made  by  the 
Coroner  respecting  the  medicine,  and  a  verdict  of  death 
from  convulsions  was  recorded. 

At  an-  inquest  held  at  Fulham  cn  May  9,  by  Mr.  C. 
Luxmoore  Drew,  with  reference  to  the  death  of  Eveline 
Holderness  (14),  it  was  stated  that  deceased  had  been  in 

•  the  cashier's  desk  of  the  drug  department  at  Palmer's 
Stores,  Hammersmith.  John  A.  Eambaut,  chemist  and 
druggist,  said  he  had  charge  of  the  drug  department  at 
Palmer's  stores.    On  April  30  the  deceased  complained  of  a 

:  sick  headache.  He  put  it  down  to  nervous  exhaustion,  and 
-gave  her  a  draught  containing  brcmide  of  ammonium, 

-chloroform-water  and  sal  volatile.  Ernest  Frank  Strickland, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Bruce's  Drug-stores,  387  North 
End  Road,  stated  that  the  mixture  produced  was  sold  by 
his  unqualified  assistant. 
It  bore  the  label  : 

Ammonia  &  Camphor  Cold-Mixture.-- Two  tablespoons  to 
"be  taken  every  2  or  3  hours.  Bruce's  Drug-stores,  28 
Broadway.  Ealing. 

Bruce,  Limited,  Store  Chemists,  ?87  North  End  Road, 
Fulham. 

Mr.  Strickland  handed  to  the  Coroner  a  list  of  the  in- 
gredients contained  in  the  mixture,  and  in  reply  to  the 
Coroner  said  he  was  not  in  the  shop  when  the  mixture  was 
sold,  but  he  was  cn  the  premises. 

The  Coroner  :  Dees  not  compound  tincture  of  camphcr 
contain  opium? — Witness  :  A  very  small  proportion. 

The  Coroner  :  Why  did  your  assistant  sell  it  ?  It  is 
not  labelled  "  Pciscn  "  either;  chlcrcdyne  contains  opium, 


and  has  to  be  labelled  "  Poison." — I  draw  a  distinction 
there  because  the  dose  is  so  small. 

The  Coroner  :  The  Act  says  nothing  about  the  quantity. 
— But  it  is  innoxious  in  proper  doses. 

Was  the  sale  entered  in  the  book  ? — It  is  the  custom  to 
do  it.    This  is  a  stock  mixture — Guy's  Hospital  formula. 

The  Coroner  :  You  have  heard  what  the  father  said ; 
that  your  assistant  told  him  as  to  the  way  to  diet  the  child. 
Is  that  done  with  your  sanction  ? — No. 

John  James  Matthews,  the  assistant  who  sold  the  mix- 
ture, having  given  evidence, 

Dr.  Millar  said  his  post-mortem  showed  that  death  was 
due  to  septicaemia  following  injury  to  the  thumb.  He 
could  not  say  that  the  mixture  was  harmful,  but  it  would 
do  no  good,  and  he  should  not  give  it  under  these  circum- 
stances. 

After  a  characteristic  denunciation  of  prescribing  by 
chemists  from  the  Coroner,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
accidental  death. 

Locking  the  Stable. 
In  consequence  of  the  death  from  chloral-poisoning  of 
four  female  inmates  of  the  Portsmouth  Lunatic  Asylum, 
the  Committee  of  Visitors  have  decided  that  the  poison- 
cupboard  shall  be  enlarged,  and  that  the  only  solution  of 
chloral  hydrate  to  be  kept  shall  be  a  stock  mixture  of 
15  gr.  to  an  ounce  of  water,  plus  15  gr.  of  bromide  of 
potassium,  the  latter  being  innocuous.  All  the  other 
chloral  hydrate  in  the  surgery  is  in  future  to  be  kept  in 
the  solid  crystalline  form  and  in  the  poison-cupboard. 
The  senior  assistant  surgeon  is  to  be  responsible  for  the 
surgical  instruments,  and  the  junior  medical  officer,  who 
is  a  lady  doctor,  for  the  up-keep  of  the  stock  mixtures. 

"  The  Drug-stores." 
An  inquest  was  held  on  May  11  at  Kensington,  by  Mr. 
Luxmoore  Drew,  with  reference  to  the  death  of  Annie 
Green  (33).  a  flower-seller.  Deceased  was  sick  all  day  on 
Sunday  last,  and  her  husband  in  the  evening  went  to  a 
"chemist"  at  St.  Ann's  Road  and  asked  him  to  make  up 
a  bottle  of  "stuff"  for  her.  Next  morning  she  was 
worse,  and  died  before  a  doctor  could  be  obtained.  Dr. 
Jackson,  who  made  a  post-mortem  examination,  found 
that  death  was  due  to  peritonitis  following  ulceration  of 
the  stomach,  accelerated  by  chronic  alcoholism.  William 
Earl,  of  55  St.  Ann's  Road,  Notting  Hill,  who  supplied 
the  medicine,  described  himself  as  a  herbalist.  He  re- 
membered the  husband  coming,  and  he  advised  him  to  go 
to  a  doctor.  The  man  said  his  wife  was  not  bad,  and 
witness  scld  him  a  mixture. 

The  Coroner  :  How  is  it  you  are  called  a  chemist  ?  Do 
you  keep  a  shop  ? — Yes. 

Are  you  registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  ? — No.  - 
What  have  you  over  your  shop? — "The  Drug  Stores." 
That  is  how  these  poor  people  mistake  you    for  a 
chemist  ? — Yes. 

The  husband  said  the  place  was  just  like  a  chemist's 
shop.  The  Coroner  having  severely  animadverted  on  the 
herbalist  prescribing,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  in 
accordance  with  the  medical  evidence,  and  the  foreman 
added  that  they  "  considered  something  should  be  done 
so  that  people  should  not  be  led  away  to  go  to  such 
'  quack  '  stores." 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 
Only  one  of  the  twelve  deaths  that  have  been  caused  by 
poisoning  during  the  past  week  has  been  found  to  be  a 
misadventure.  This  was  the  case  of  Susan  Blundell,  of 
Exeter,  who  drank  carbolic  acid  in  mistake  for  medicine. 
The  only  other  carbolic  fatality  was  at  Macclesfield,  where 
a  consumptive  fustian-cutter  named  Albert  Edward 
Barker  ended  his  life  by  drinking  a  quantity.— Philip 
Nye,  a  'bus  conductor  at  Kensington,  took  oxalic  acid 
and  died. — Oxalic  acid  was  also  the  poison  used  by  Anna 
Bryant,  of  Battersea,  who  was  mentally  deranged. — Dr. 
Herbert  Henry  Horden  (39),  late  of  Brixton  Hill,  died  on 
May  9  as  the  result  of  taking  prussic  acid. — At  High 
Ferdon,  near  Hunmanby,  a  domestic  servant  named  Fanny 
Fawcett  poisoned  herself  with  some  sheep-dip  solution. 
William  Mitchell,  a  bricklayer,  poisoned  himself  with 
laudanum  at  Newcastle  after  a  drinking  bout. — At  an 
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inquest  held  at  Combmartin,  North  Devon,  on  the  body  of 
Louisa  Horton,  wife  of  an  Army  pensioner,  the  husband 
said  his  wife  had  used  chlorodyne  for  bronchitis.  On 
Ypril  30  she  received  three  bottles.  Two  of  the  empty 
ones  were  found,  but  the  third  was  missing.  Dr.  N. 
Manning  said  deceased  was  addicted  to  the  excessive  use 
of  narcotics  for  many  years.  She  must  have  taken  over  a 
hundred  full  doses.  The  jury  found  that  death  was  due 
to  narcotic  poisoning. — An  inquest  was  held  at  Hammer- 
smith on  May  6  by  Mr.  Wren  concerning  the  death  of 
Henrietta  G.  Molyneux  (39),  a  trained  nurse,  who  died  in 
.the  West  London  Hospital  from  coma  following  chloral- 
poisoning. — Two  suicides  with  hydrochloric  acid  are 
recorded.  Benjamin  Young,  a  gasfitter,  was  found  dying 
on  a  seat  in  Wandsworth  Common.  He  said  he  had  taken 
•spirit  of  salt.  The  same  deadly  corrosive  was  taken  by 
Alfred  Rich  (59),  of  Brighton,  a  baker  out  of  work. — 
Alice  Denham,  a  Lambeth  servant-girl,  poisoned  herself 
with  phosphorus-paste. 


3risb  IRcws. 


Personal. 

Mr.  W.  C.  U.  Sloane,  47  Waring  Street,  Belfast,  asks 
os  to  explain  that  his  agency  for  Messrs.  Leslies  (Limited) 
for  the  province  of  Ulster  is  not  affected  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  another  agent  for  the  South  of  Ireland. 

Business  Changss. 
Messrs.  Acheson,  druggists,  have  removed  from  42  to 
62  Cromac  Street,  Belfast. 

Mr.  L.  W.  Longmore,  who  was  recently  with  Mr. 
Doran,  of  Bray,  has  opened  premises  at  Dromore,  co. 
Down. 

Drug-store  Parcel  Depots. 
The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Companies  have  adopted  a  new  depar- 
ture in  Belfast  in  the  establishment  of  receiving-offices  for 
pa;senger-train  parcels  via  Fleetwood  to  English  and 
Scotch  towns.  Eight  such  places  have  been  opened,  and 
they  include  Andrews'  Medical  Hall,  Crumlan  Road, 
Martin's  drug-warehouse,  Antrim  Road,  and  Red  Cross 
Drug-stores,  Falls  Road. 

The  Use  of  Igazol. 
The  Belfast  Guardians  are  still  determined  to  oppose 
the  L.G.B.  on  the  question  of  the  use  of  igazol  in  the 
hospital,  to  the  expenditure  on  which  the  latter  body 
have  objected.  At  the  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  a 
requisition  of  the  medical  officer  for  igazol  was  received, 
together  with  a  report  on  its  use,  in  which  he  said  it  had 
ameliorated  the  most  distressing  circumstances,  such  as 
■coughing  and  night  sweats,  in  many  of  the  consumptive 
tpatients.  Dr.  Ritchie  and  Dr.  Macintosh,  two  medical 
members  of  the  Board,  spoke  in  favour  of  the  drug,  which 
Mr.  Duffy  opposed.    The  requisition  was  passed. 

Irish  or  English  Contractors. 
The  discussion  as  to  whether  Irish  or  English  com- 
panies are  more  entitled  to  the  drug  and  other  contracts 
imade  by  Irish  Poor-law  Guardians  still  goes  merrily 
along.  The  Shillelagh  Guardians,  as  a  result  of  a  tussle 
with  the  Local  Government  Board  over  the  matter,  have 
resolved  in  future  to  add  to  their  contract  advertisements 
"Irish  manufacture  would  be  preferable."  The  Dun- 
manway  Guardians  have  been  reminded  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  their  drug-contracts  should  have 
been  given  to  the  lowest  contractor  (an  English  house), 
but  the  Guardians  reply  that  the  contract  is  given  to  a 
Cork  firm  on  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  officer. 


Scotch  IRcvvs. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 
The  Preliminary  Ties  of  the  five-a-side  football  competi- 
tion will  be  played  at  Powderhall  Grounds,  on  Friday 


evening,  May  20.  Entries  for  the  competition  close,  with- 
out fail,  on  Saturday,  May  14,  with  D.  S.  Napier,  Sports 
Secretary,  Ruby  Villa,  Sciennes  Gardens. 

Edinburgh  Trade  Association. 

Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland,  117  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Edinburgh  Trade  Association,  in- 
forms us  that  the  Association  are  joining  with  the  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scotland  Association  in  an  excursion  to 
Lanark  and  the  Falls  of  Clyde  on  June  7.  Mr.  Rowland 
will  give  further  information  to  those  who  intend  taking 
part  in  the  excursion. 

Business  Changes. 
Mr.  J.  D.  Petrie,  chemist,  The  Pharmacy,  Blairgowrie, 
has  recently  had  his  pharmacy  refitted  and  modernised. 
The  fittings  were  supplied  by  Mr.  Grant,  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Blake,  chemist  and  druggist,  Strathaven,  has 
taken  over  the  business  of  Dr.  Mason,  situated  in  the  same 
town,  and  has  closed  his  shop  in  Waterside  Street. 

Fire. 

A  destructive  fire  took  place  cn  May  4  in  the  shop 
occupied  by  Mr.  James  D.  Greenhill,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Overgate,  Dundee.  Business  for  the  day  was  over,  but 
an  assistant  named  William  Scott  was  engaged  in  the 
back  shop  preparatory  to  closing  for  the  night,  when  he 
was  alarmed  by  the  smell  of  burning,  and  on  making 
investigations  he  observed  smoke  issuing  from  a  hatch 
which  gives  access  to  the  basement.  On  descending  he 
found  this  part  of  the  premises  ablaze.  Scott  made  a 
plucky  effort  to  extinguish  the  Hames,  but  the  fire  had 
obtained  too  firm  a  hold,  and  he  was  driven  back.  Com- 
munication with  the  fire-station  was  established,  but  there 
was  no  brigade  available,  all  being  engaged  at  another 
big  fire  in  the  city.  The  delay  thus  caused  enabled  tha 
flames  to  get  a  firm  hold,  and  great  destruction  to  stock 
and  fittings  was  done  before  the  brigade  succeeded  in 
getting  the  fire  under  control.  A  valuable  prize  cat, 
much  admired  in  the  locality,  perished  by  the  fire. 

Glasgow  Notes. 
There  are,  so  far,  three  entrants  for  the  Kinninmcnt 
Prize  competition. 

A  city  chemist  has  a  gorgeous  window-display  of  a  single 
perfume — Sweet-pea  Blossom. 

Certain  cutters  are  selling  borax  at  Zd.  per  lb.  retail. 
As  it  cannot  be  bought  wholesale  at  this  figure,  this  is 
literally  "at  a  sacrifice." 

The  new  buildings  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
Technical  College.  George  Street,  are  making  rapid  pro- 
gress. The  block,  when  finished,  will  form  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  imposing  piles  in  the  city. 

The  Rotary  Photographic  Company  are  exhibiting  their 
huge  panoramic  view  of  the  Bay  of  Naples,  39  feet  long 
by  5  feet  high,  which  is  described  as  "  the  largest  photo- 
graph in  the  world,"  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms  for  a  few 
days.  Many  local  photographic  chemists  have  received 
complimentary  cards  of  admission. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  completed  for  the  jubilee 
year  excursion  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
Pharmaceutical  Association  on  Tuesday,  June  7,  to  Lanark, 
for  the  Falls  of  Clyde,  and  Craignethan  Glen  and  Castle — 
the  "  Tillietudlem  "  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  "  Old  Mortality." 
Tickets  (10s.  6(7.  inclusive)  are  obtainable  from  Mr.  J.  P. 
Gilmour,  312  Cathcart  Road,  from  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie, 
223  Byres  Road,  from  any  member  of  the  committee,  or 
from  the  local  wholesale  drug-houses.  The  route  to  be 
followed  by  the  excursion  commands  magnificent  views  of 
some  of  the  most  picturesque  woodland  and  riverside 
scenery  in  Scotland,  and  the  district  abounds  in  features 
of  the*  highest  topographical,  historical,  and  scientific  in- 
terest. Systematic  arrangements  have  been  made  to  ensure 
the  convenience  and  comfort  of  intending  excursionists  by 
a  deputation  of  the  Excursion  Committee,  which  has  taken 
an  experimental  run  over  the  course.  A  large  attendance 
is  expected  both  from  East  and  West. 
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(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Pasteur  Institute. — It  appears  likely  that  Dr. 
Eoux,  the  celebrated  bacteriologist,  will  succeed  the  late 
Professor  Duclaux  as  director  of  the  Pasteur  Institute, 
Paris.  It  will  be  recollected  that  Dr.  Eoux  was  awarded 
the  Nobel  prize  of  4,000?.  two  years  ago. — The  funeral 
of  M.  Duclaux,  the  late  director  of  the  Institute,  took 
place  last  Saturday  at  Aurillac,  his  native  town,  which  is 
situated  in  a  little-known  region  of  Auvergne. 

Urinology  and  Counter-prescribing. — A  pharmacist 
was  in  the  habit,  after  analysing  urine,  of  recommending 
his  client  to  go  to  a  doctor  when  symptoms  of  disease  were 
evident.  In  the  contrary  case  he  would  inform  his  cus- 
tomer of  his  healthy  and  normal  state.  He  was  prose- 
cuted, convicted,  and  fined  for  "  illegal  practice  of  medi- 
cine." He  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Cassation,  but  this 
body  has  confirmed  the  judgment  of  the  lower  Court, 
holding  that  diagnosis  is  not  within  the  province  of  the 
pharmacist. 

A  Philanthropist  Fined. — Under  the  presidency  of 
Dr.  Madeuf  there  exists  an  organisation  entitled  "  The 
Universal  League  against  Sea-sickness "  constituted  for 
the  purpose  of  fighting  the  dread  malady  with  the  forces 
of  science.  In  November  last,  says  the  "Daily  Mes- 
senger," the  League  sent  a  deputation  of  its  members  to 
Dover  to  meet  the  British  members  of  Parliament  on 
their  journey  to  the  French  capital,  to  place  at  their 
disposal  the  pharmaceutic  weapons  of  defence  which  the 
League  had  forged  against  the  machinations  of  the  sea- 
god.  Their  precautions  had  the  desired  effect.  Awed  by 
the  imposing  forces  of  his  enemies,  Neptune  surrendered 
at  discretion.  The  Channel  was  as  calm  as  a  millpond, 
and  the  honoured  guests  of  the  French  nation  crossed 
the  great  deep  in  comfort  and  safety.  Unhappily  for  Dr. 
Madeuf,  virtue  is  sometimes  but  ill  requited  in  this  world. 
As  a  result  of  his  trip  from  Dover  to  Paris  he  was 
dragged  before  a  callous  tribunal  for  travelling  first-class 
with  a  second-class  ticket.  The  Judge  was  deaf  to  all 
pleas  of  philanthropy,  and  the  doctor  was  condemned  to 
pay  a  fine  of  32f .  45c. 

Mutual-help  Societies  and  Pharmacy. — During  the 
past  twenty  years  the  development  of  mutual-help  societies 
in  France  has  been  very  great.  As  a  result  a  meeting  was 
called  recently  at  the  Town  Hall  of  the  Tenth  Arrondisse- 
ment,  Paris,  which  all  the  pharmacists  of  the  Seine 
Department  were  invited  to  attend,  with  the  object  of 
deciding  what  measures  should  be  taken  concerning  the 
tariff  to  be  offered  by  pharmacists  for  supplying  drugs, 
medicines,  &c,  to  members  of  local  mutual-help  societies. 
The  Department  comprises  Paris  and  the  suburbs,  and  300 
pharmacists  were  present — in  fact,  the  meeting  was  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  the  largest  pharmaceutical  gatherings 
ever  held  in  Paris.  The  proceedings  lasted  three  hours, 
and  the  speeches  and  discussions  showed  an  earnest  appre- 
ciation of  the  importance  of  the  matter  in  nand.  '  This  is 
to  offer  the  mutual-help  societies  such  a  tariff  that  the 
societies  will  not  have  interest  in  starting  special  mutualist 
pharmacies,  which  they  show  a  marked  inclination  to  do  at 
present.  M.  Victor  Riethe,  President  of  the  General 
Association  of  French  Pharmacists,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  his  personality  is  such  that  he  probably  has  more 
influence  with  pharmacists  than  anyone  else  here.  I  speak 
of  pharmacists  in  business — "keeping  open  shop"  it  is 
sometimes  termed — for  we  have  in  France  what  is  in  many 
ways  a  separate  body,  and  may  be  termed  scientific  pharma- 
cists, and  of  which  perhaps  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy 
may  be  called  the  head  and  corner  stone.  A  proposal  was 
brought  forward  by  M.  Weil,,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Syndical  Chamber  of  Seine  Pharmacists,  to 
the  effect  that  a  profit  of  50  per  cent.,  as  an  average,  should 
be  charged  for  drugs,  medicines,  &c,  supplied  to  members 
of  mutual-help  societies.  It  was  mentioned  by  way  of 
explanation  that  15  per  cent,  would  be  considered  as  profit 
towards  general  expenses  and  35  per  cent,  for  expenses  of 
manipulation.  This  rate,  it  was  claimed,  would  be  about 
40  per  cent,  less  than  the  tariff  now  in  force  for  the 


societies.  It  was  proposed  to  leave  th.3  special  indemnity 
for  night  service  at  If.  50c.  (say,  Is.  2^d.),  as  at  present, 
such  charge  being  added  to  the  price  of  the  medicines 
supplied. 


Hmencan  Botes. 

(From  a  Special  Correspondent.) 


The  Greene  Nervura  Company,  manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  patent  medicine,  failed  last  month,  and  the 
National  Association  of  Retail  Druggists  believes  that  the 
event  is  only  natural  retribution.  The  company  has 
always  refused  to  march  under  the  N.A.R.D.  banner,  and 
has  ever  persisted  in  selling  goods  to  cutters  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  the  retailers'  organisation. 

The  Successor  of  Dr.  Charles  Rice  is  in  trouble. 
His  name  is  Dr.  W.  E.  Dreyfus,  and  he  supervises  the 
supply  of  drugs  to  Bellevue  and  other  hospitals  in  Greater 
New  York.  Charges  have  been  brought  against  him  that 
he  has  demanded  and  received  what  are  called  in  this 
country  "rake-offs"  from  dealers  who  have  thereby  been 
given  the  preference  in  furnishing  supplies.  The  trial  is 
still  pending. 

Cocaine  and  Narcotics. — Laws  throwing  quite  severe 
restrictions  around  the  sale  by  druggists  of  cocaine  and 
other  narcotics  have  recently  been  enacted  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Altogether  perhaps 
fifteen  or  twenty  States  now  have  laws  of  this  nature,  and 
the  outlook  is  promising  for  a  correction  of  the  eviH 
which  has  become  so  rampant  during  the  last  few  years, 
particularly  in  the  Southern  States  among  the  negroes. 

The  Trading-Stamp  is  one  of  the  pests  of  the  American 
drug-trade.  Some  druggists  give  stamps  with  each  sale  of 
a  specified  amount,  and  then  redeem  them  in  cash  or  other- 
wise when  a  stipulated  number  have  been  collected.  This 
really  amounts  to  cutting  prices,  and  causes  no  end  of 
trouble.  It  is  therefore  gratifying  that  laws  practically 
prohibiting  the  use  of  trading-stamps  have  just  been 
enacted  by  the  Legislatures  of  Maryland  and  New  York. 

Carbolic  Acid  is  used  so  frequently  in  Chicago  for 
suicidal  purposes  that  the  Common  Council  or  Legislature 
of  the  City  has  enacted  an  ordinance  making  the  sale  of 
the  substance  illegal  except  upon  the  prescription  of  ai 
physician.  An  exception  is  made  in  case  the  acid  is  mixed 
with  equal  portions  of  glycerin  and  alcohol,  or  if  it  be 
present  in  a  solution  of  less  than  5-per-cent.  strength. 
Prescriptions  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the 
patient,  and  must  be  dispensed  on  the  day  they  are 
written. 

Anticutting. — The  committee  of  fourteen  patent- 
medicine  proprietors,  stirred  to  action  by  the  attitude  of 
the  National  Association  of  Retail  Druggists,  have  lately 
achieved  several  triumphs.  A  reign  of  cut  rates  has  been 
brought  to  an  end  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  In  Boston  the  uniform-price  schedule  adopted 
some  months  ago  has  been  considerably  advanced.  In 
Indianapolis  a  policy  of  fighting  the  devil  with  fire  is  being 
carried  out,  and  the  cutter  is  being  cut  until  he  shall  find 
it  desirable  to  give  up  the  ghost. 

A  Druggist  as  Vice-President. — This  is  a  presidential 
year  in  the  United  States,  and  it  would  now  seem  that, 
the  drug-trade  will  have  a  candidate  of  its  own  for  the 
Vice- Presidency.  One  of  the  men  suggested  as  a  "  run- 
ning mate "  for  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  Cyrus  Walbridge,  a 
member  of  a  large  wholesale  drug-house  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Mr.  Walbridge  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, a  former  mayor  of  St.  Louis,  an  ex-President  of  the 
National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association,  and  a  man  of 
considerable  prominence  generally. 

Responsibility  of  the  Employer. — A  decision  recently 
rendered  by  a  Court  in  New  York  State  indicates  that 
pharmacists  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of  their 
clerks,  even  if  the  clerks  commit  violations  of  the  law 
after  having  been  expressly  commanded  by  the  employer  not 
to  do  so.  The  decision  was  rather  a  sweeping  one,  and 
shows  how  careful  druggists  must  be  in  the  selection  of 
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their  assistants.  The  case  was  one  in  which  a  clerk  had 
sold  liquor  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  State.  It  was  shown 
on  trial  that  the  druggist  had  told  the  clerk  again  and 
again  not  to  commit  such  an  act,  but  this  defence  did  not 
avail  in  the  higher  court,  although  an  early  decision  in 
the  lower  court  favoured  the  defendant. 


j£a6t  JitMan  IRews. 


Cocaine  in  Bombay. — The  following  amended  licence  for 
the  sale  of  cocaine,  dated  April  1,  has  been  issued  :  •■ 

Licence  to  Chemists  and  Druggists  and  Qualified  Medical 
Practitioners  for  the  Sale  of  Cocaine. 

Licence  is  hereby  granted  to    of  (hereinafter 

called  the  licensees),  authorising  them,  under  and  sub.iect  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Bombay  Abkari  Act,  1878,  to  sell 

cocaine  at  their  shop  situated  at  ,  in  the  City  of  Bombay, 

for  a  period  of  one  year — viz.,  from  the  1st  April,  1904,  to 
the  31st  March,  1905,  subject  to  the  conditions  hereinafter 
mentioned,  viz : 

The  licensees  shall  pay  into  the  Collectors'  treasury  a  sum 
of  rupee  one  (R.  1)  for  each  year,  commencing  from  the 
1st  April. 

The  licensees  shall  not  sell  or  store  cocaine  in  any  place 
except  in  the  shop  above  described. 

The  licensees  shall  be  responsible  for  the  acts  and 
omissions  of  every  person  appointed  to  officiate  for  them 
in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  said  shop,  and  of  all  their 
servants,  as  if  the  said  acts  and  omissions  were  their  own. 

The  licensees  shall  purchase  all  cocaine  to  be  sold  under 
this  licence  either  direct  from  Europe  or  from  a  licensed 
vendor  in  India,  and  they  shall  not  receive  or  have  in  their 
possession  cocaine  otherwise  obtained. 

The  licensees  shall  not  sell  or  dispense  cocaine  to  any 
person  other  than  a  qualified  medical  practitioner  or  a 
druggist  or  chemist  holding  a  licence  for  the  sale  thereof, 
except  on  the  prescription  of  a  qualified  medical  practi- 
tioner, or,  if  the  licensees  are  qualified  medical  practitioners, 
upon  their  own  prescriptions. 

Except  to  a  qualified  medical  practitioner,  or  a  druggist 
or  chemist  holding  a  licence  for  the  sale  thereof,  the 
licensees  shall  not  sell  at  one  time,  or  to  one  and  the  same 
person  in  the  aggregate  on  any  one  day,  more  than  the 
quantity  of  cocaine  specified  below: 

(1)  Where  required  in  a  dry  state  for  internal  use,  half 
a  grain  per  dose  up  to  a  maximum  of  twelve  doses. 

(2)  Where  required  in  solution  for  use  as  a  gargle, 
one  drachm  for  a  maximum  mixture  of  twelve  ounces. 

(3)  Where  required  in  solution  for  external  application, 
two  drachms  for  a  maximum  lotion  of  twenty-four  ounces. 
The  licensees  shall  keep  an  accurate  and  regular  account 

showing  from  time  to  time  the  quantities  of  cocaine  pur- 
chased, sold,  or  dispensed  by  them,  and  also,  in  each  case, 
the  date  of  the  transaction,  and  the  name  of  the  person  from 
whom  the  purchase  is  made  or  to  whom  cocaine  has  been 
sold  or  dispensed. 

The  licensees  shall  produce  the  said  accounts,  together 
with  all  prescriptions  which  have  been  sold  or  dispensed,  and 
this  licence,  and  also  any  cocaine  that  may  be  in  their 
possession,  for  inspection  on  demand  by  any  officer  duly 
authorised  by  the  Collector. 
_  The  Collector  shall  have  power  to  suspend  or  cancel  this 
licence  if,  in  his  opinion,  there  has  been  an  infringement  by 
the  licensees,  or  by  any  of  their  servants,  of  any  of  the  con- 
ditions hereof,  or  of  any  provision  of  the  law  relating  to 
Abkari-revenue  for  the  time  being  in  force. 

Discovery  of  Pure  Indigo. — The  "  Ceylon  Observer" 
reports  that  Mr.  W.  P.  Bloxam,  research-chemist  to  the 
Dulsing  Serai  Indigo-research  Station  (Bengal  Govern- 
ment), is  on  his  way  back  to  England.  Mr.  Bloxam  was 
recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Sir  William 
Ramsay  for  the  appointment  of  chemist-in-chief;  and  he 
and  Mr.  H.  M.  Leake,  the  biologist,  have  resigned,  and 
the  Institute  is  at  an  end  for  the  present.  When  Mr. 
Rawson  left  India,  it  was  with  a  general  declaration  that 
chemistry  could  do  nothing  further  for  indigo.  Mr. 
Bloxam,  after  serving  as  a  professor  of  chemistry  in 
Madras,  took  up  the  special  work  of  studying  indigo.  He 
has  been  hampered  in  his  work  by  the  planters'  desire  that 
side  issues  should  be  studied — e.g.,  the  manuring  of  indigo. 
About  150  experimental  plots  were  started,  though  Mr. 
Bloxam  was  of  opinion  that  the  constituents  of  indigo 
should  be  studied  first  and  a  standard  established,  so  as  to 
know  what  was  to  be  aimed  at  in  dealing  with  growth  and 
manufacture,  and  about  twelve  months  were  wasted  with 


no  adequate  result.  Similarly,  it  was  requested  that  the 
"red"  in  natural  indigo,  as  well  as  the  blue,  should  be 
studied,  in  view  of  the  value  attached  to  this  property  in 
the  synthetic  indigo;  with  the  result  that  the  "red"  in 
natural  indigo  was  found  to  be  an  extraneous  item  having 
no  connection  with  the  synthetic  "red."  In  spite,  how- 
ever, of  these  distractions  from  the  main  work,  Mr. 
Bloxam  was  able  to  arrive  at  "  pure  indigo,"  after  long  and 
patient  reseach,  with  only  one  European  assistant,  Mr.  R. 
Finlow.  The  discovery  is  not  yet  available  to  the  planters, 
owing  to  differences  between  Mr.  Bloxam  and  the  Indian 
authorities.  These  differences  will  no  doubt  be  the  subject 
of  official  investigation  at  home  and  cannot,  therefore,  be 
detailed  ;  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  general  results 
of  the  discoveries  have  been  communicated  by  Mr.  Bloxam 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal.  The  process  is  not  an  ex- 
pensive one,  and  will  not  become  public  property  till  Mr. 
Bloxam,  who  is  hurrying  home  before  the  spring  sessions 
of  the  Chemical  Society  close,  reads  a  paper  on  the  subject, 
detailing  the  processes,  and  establishing  them  as  his  own 
addition  to  the  existing  scientific  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
duct. After  this  discovery  is  made  known,  no  doubt  the 
Indian  Government  will  be  better  able  to  appreciate  the 
work  that  Mr.  Bloxam  has  done ;  but  whether  they  will 
be  able  to  obtain  his  services  again  at  Dulsing  Serai,  for 
a  further  period,  and  afterwards  at  the  bigger  Research 
Institute  at  Pusa,  depends  very  much  on  the  future  status 
of  such  an  appointment. 


Colonial  anb  jforeion  IRcws. 


Fire. — The  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Kempthorn,  Prosser  & 
Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Wellington,  N.Z.,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  on  April  24.  The  Wellington  Fire-brigade  could  do 
nothing  to  check  the  progress  of  the  flames.  The  damage 
has  been  estimated  at  between  40,000/.  and  50,000/.  The 
insurances  amount  to  35,000/. 

Fire  at  a  Berlin  Camphor-factory. — The  manufacture 
of  synthetic  camphor  at  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Schering, 
of  Berlin,  has  suddenly  come  to  a  stop,  owing  to  a  fire 
which  broke  out  on  May  2.  From  an  account  of  the  fire 
contained  in  the  "  Drogisten  Zeitung,"  it  appears  that  it 
completely  destroyed  the  building  in  which  the  manufac- 
ture of  synthetic  camphor  was  carried  on,  and  it  will 
probably  be  three  or  four  months  before  new  plant  will  be 
ready. 

Austrian  Celluloid-manufacturers  have  been  com- 
pelled to  curtail  their  operations  consequent  on  the 
scarcity  of  camphor,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  comb- 
trade  will  be  ruined  if  no  more  celluloid  is  forthcoming. 
The  celluloid-makers  are,  however,  endeavouring  to  force 
the  foreign  camphor  firms  to  keep  to  their  contracts,  and 
several  actions  are  pending  before  the  Austrian  Commercial 
Court.  One  of  them  is  taken  by  Messrs.  Deixner  against 
a  London  firm  who  contracted  to  supply  5,000  kilos,  of 
camphor. 

Russian  Pharmacy. — The  Russian  Medical  Council, 
which  is  now  over  a  hundred  years  old,  and  has  received 
a  kind  of  new  charter  in  which  it  is  described  as  the 
"highest  medico-educational  institution  in  the  Empire 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  public  health,"  received  on 
April  4  a  new  mandate  in  the  form  of  statutes,  which 
invest  it  with  the  preparation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  fixing 
pharmacists'  dues,  compiling  a  list  of  poisons  and  the 
conditions  for  their  sale,  and  making  regulations  for  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  proprietary  medicines  and  the 
importation  of  these  from  abroad. 

Castor-oil  Mills  Wanted. — In  a  recent  report,  Mr.  A* 
Marsden,  Chief  of  -  Customs  in  the  East  Africa  Protec- 
torate, writes:  "It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  no 
attempt  has  yet  been  made  to  erect  oil-mills  for  the  pro- 
duction of  castor  oil.  Considerable  quantities  are  used  by 
the  Uganda  Railway,  and  hitherto  it  has  been  imported 
from  India  at  a  price  varying  between  Rs.  2.6  to  Rs.  2.10 
per  gal.  A  fair  quality  could  be  turned  out  by  an  ordi- 
nary bullock-mill,  such  as  is  used  for  the  extraction  of 
cocoanut  and  sim-sim  oil.  The  Protectorates  of  East 
Africa  and  Uganda  are  full  of  the  castor-oil  plant,  which 
grows  in  profusion  and  requires  no  cultivation." 
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Xeoal  IReports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Clarke's  Ammonia. 
On  Friday,  May  6,  the  motion  in  the  action  of  the  Sun- 
beam Bleach  Company  (Limited)  r.  Clarke  was  again 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Justice  Joyce,  when  the  defendant  stated 
that  he  had  given  notice  of  appeal  from  the  order  of  Mr. 
Justice  Kekewich.  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  said  he  was  bound 
to  tell  the  defendant  he  was  a  very  obstinate,  ill-advised 
man,  and  the  sooner  he  took  legal  advice  the  better.  He 
wished  defendant  distinctly  to  understand  that  he  had 
committed  a  breach  of  the  injunction.  His  Lordship  added 
that  defendant  was  out  of  time  for  appealing,  and  in- 
formed him  that  the  order  stood  until  it  was  discharged, 
and  he  committed  any  breach  of  it  at  his  peril.  The 
motion  would  stand  over  until  Friday,  May  13,  by  which 
date  the  appeal  would  be  heard  in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

The  hearing  of  the  appeal  commenced  but  was  not 
finished  on  Thursday. 

Chemist's  Slander  Action. 
On  May  9,  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  Dublin,  before 
Mr.  Justice  Kenny,  the  slander  action  brought  by  Mr. 
William  Vincent  Johnston,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Rane- 
lagh,  Dublin,  against  Dr.  Francis  George  Adye  Curran, 
Rathmines,  was  down  for  hearing. 

Counsel  for  the  defendant  were  Serjeant  Dodd,  K.C., 
Mr.  T.  L.  O'Shaughnessy,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  T.  Sullivan, 
B.L.  (instructed  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Furlong,  solicitor),  while 
counsel  for  the  plaintiff  were  the  Solicitor-General  (Mr. 
James  Campbell,  K.C.,  M.P.),  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  K.C., 
M.P.,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Jefferson,  B.L.  (instructed  by 
Messrs.  Edwards  &  Good,  Solicitors). 

When  a  city  special  jury  was  about  to  be  sworn  to  try 
the  case,  Serjeant  Dodd,  K.C.,  said  that  his  client,  the 
defendant,  had  put  himself  in  communication  with  him, 
and  he  (the  Serjeant)  had  put  himself  in  communication 
with  the  Solicitor-General  on  the  other  side.  His  client, 
Dr.  Adye-Curran,  a  doctor  of  position  and  standing  in 
Dublin,  was  also  greatly  interested  in  the  affairs  of  a 
hospital  with  which  the  plaintiff  was  connected,  and  the 
defendant  made  some  observations  that  his  friends  had 
made  the  foundation  of  an  action  for  slander,  the  sting  of 
which  apparently  was  with  reference  to  the  relations 
between  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife.  Now  Dr.  Curran  had 
investigated  the  matter,  and  he  had  found  that  there  was 
absolutely  no  foundation  for  the  statement  he  had  made. 
He  (Serjeant  Dodd)  was  instructed  by  Dr.  Curran  to 
express,  as  strongly  as  counsel  could,  the  defendant's 
regret  for  having  made  a  statement  of  the  kind  for  which 
there  was  no  foundation.  His  learned  friend  on  the  other 
side  was  willing  that  the  action  should  not  now  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  the  defendant  to  pay  all  the  costs  of  the 
plaintiff  when  taxed. 

The  Solicitor-General  said  that  the  learned  Serjeant  had 
honourably  carried  out  the  undertaking  he  had  given  that 
he  would  vindicate  the  character  of  the  plaintiff  from  the 
aspersions  made  by  the  defendant.  He  (the  Solicitor- 
General)  knew  the  defendant  personally.  He  is  a  gentle- 
man who  fills  a  good  position  in  Rathmines  and  takes  a 
great  interest  in  municipal  affairs.  But  in  this  the  defend- 
ant travelled  outside  that,  and  had  made  a  reference  to  the 
plaintiff,  a  gentleman  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  phar- 
maceutical chemist  in  Ranelagh  and  dependent  upon  the 
public  for  his  support.  The  observation  made  by  the 
defendant  was  to  the  effect  that  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife 
were  not  living  together.  In  that  lay  the  sting  of  the 
matter.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  plaintiff  is  a  young  man, 
who  was  married  in  1899  and  is  living  on  the  most  affec- 
tionate and  best  terms  with  his  wife.  They  are  a  very 
happy  couple,  the  parents  of  two  young  children,  and 
there  was  not  a  vestige  of  foundation  for  the  insinuation 
that  had  been  made.  The  defendant  had  admitted  that 
he  had  used  the  slander,  and  he  had  honourably  and 
handsomely  apologised  for  it ;  and  he  (the  Solicitor- 
General)  thought  the  matter  might  now  be  closed. 

By  consent  no  judgment  was  given,  and  it  was  arranged 
that  the  costs,  when  taxed,  were  to  be  paid  within  a 
fortnight. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Chlorodyne  Lozenges. 

At  the  Swindon  Police  Court  on  Thursday,  May  5,  Alfred 
J.  Manners,  confectioner,  185  Victoria  Road,  Swindon, 
was  summoned  for  having  sold,  on  March  18,  chlorodyne 
lozenges  which  were  not  of  the  nature,  substance,  and 
quality  demanded,  at  Swindon.  Brash  Godwin,  confec- 
tioner, Cricklade  Street,  Swindon,  was  summoned  in  re- 
spect of  a  similar  offence  at  Swindon  on  February  25. 

The  case  against  Mr.  Manners  was  first  taken. 

Mr.  H.  Bevir,  for  the  prosecution,  stated  that  Mr. 
Manners  sold  to  the  inspector  2  lbs.  of  lozenges  which 
were  stamped  "Liquorice,  linseed,  and  chlorodyne,"  and 
Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  the  county  analyst,  reported  that  the 
lozenges  contained  no  appreciable  quantity  of  chlorodyne. 
Mr.  Bevir  contended  that  "chlorodyne"  was  a  fancy 
word  which  had  been  in  use  for  forty  or  fifty  years,  and 
the  original  chlorodyne  dated  back  to  the  'sixties.  There 
were  other  chlorodynes,  but  there  was  one  feature  dis- 
tinguishing all  of  them,  and  that  was  they  were  sold  wit  hi 
a  cautionary  label  intimating  that  they  were  composed  of 
ingredients  which  had  to  be  used  with  the  greatest  caution. 
They  might  consume  a  large  quantity  of  the  lozenges- 
submitted  with  not  the  slightest  harmful  results  accruing, 
but  if  they  consumed  the  same  quantity  of  the  genuine, 
chlorodyne  lozenges  the  results  would  be  very  harmful 
indeed. 

Mr.  Sam.  Smith,  inspector  of  the  County  Council  under 
the  Acts,  proved  the  purchase,  and  said  that  chloroform 
and  morphia  are  the  chief  ingredients  of  chlorodyne. 
There  is  a  preparaticn  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  akin 
to  it  which  contains  chloroform  and  morphia. 

Dr.  Dyer  stated  that  in  the  course  of  his  analysis  a 
1  minute  trace  of  what  might  be  chloroform  was  found  im 
the  lozenges.  It  did  not  exceed  half  a  drop  to  1  oz.  of 
the  lozenges.  Had  chlorodyne  lozenges  been  submitted' 
:  of  the  form  specified  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  he' 
:  should  certainly  expect  to  find  appreciable  quantities  of 
chloroform  and  morphia. 

Mr.  Withy,  for  the  defence,  contended  that  no  case- 
had  been  made  out.  The  prosecution  had  proceeded  oni 
the  word  "drug."  Mr.  Manners  was  a  confectioner,  and 
not  a  chemist.  Although  there  was  a  definition  of  food 
in  the  Acts,  there  was  no  definition  of  a  "  drug."  Food 
was  held  to  include  flavouring-matter,  and  condiments. 
These  lozenges  were  a  food,  and  the  flavouring-matter  in 
that  food  was  aniseed,  sugar,  and  liquorice.  There  was 
no  standard  for  chlorodyne,  and  as  long  as  there  was  some 
trace,  however  minute,  of  chlorodyne,  there  was  no  offence- 
against  the  law. 

Mr.  Bevir  contended  that  the  lozenges,  stamped  as 
they  were,  came  under  the  heading  of  a  drug,  and  con- 
stituted a  medicine  for  internal  use. 

Mr.  Withy  pointed  out  that  there  is  no  chlorodyne  in 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  although  something  that  is- 
akin  to  it. 

Mr.  Bevir  accepted  this,  but  argued  that  there  is  a. 
formula  of  chlorodyne,  of  which  chloroform  and  morphia 
are  the  principal  ingredients.  He  quoted  certain  cases, 
I  but  Mr.  Withy  argued  that  these  were  cases  where  for- 
mulae were  indicated  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  Magistrates  retired,  and,  on  returning  into  court, 
the  Chairman  said  :  There  are  several  points  in  the  case 
which  seem  to  require  consideration,  and  we  propose  to- 
ad journ  the  case  for  a  fortnight.  If  an  offence  has  been 
committed,  we  think  it  is  of  a  very  trifling  character. 

The  case  of  Godwin  also  stood  adjourned. 

"  Purified  Cream  of  Tartar." 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  Friday,  May  6,  before- 
I  Mr.  Francis,  the  Prosser  Roberts  Company,  323  Walworth 
;  Road,  were  summoned  for  selling  as  purified  cream  of 
tartar  an  article  which  on  analysis  was  found  to  contain, 
traces  of  lead.    Mr.  Tupham,  solicitor,  who  prosecuted 
on  behalf  of  the  Southwark  Borough  Council,  stated  that 
as  the  defendants  had  submitted  a  warranty  as  to  the- 
purity  of  the  article  supplied,  received  by  them  from  the 
firm  from  whom  they  in  the  first  instance  obtained  it, 
and  as  the  warranty  was  in  proper  form,  the  summons, 
i  would  be  withdrawn. 
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A  summons  against  Mary  Robertson,  11  East  Street,  for  a 
similar  offence  was  next  heard.  The  amount  of  lead  in 
the  sample  purchased  at  her  premises  was  0.6  gr.  per  lb. 
Defendant's  manager  appeared  on  her  behalf.  Mr.  Tup- 
ham  explained  the  purposes  for  which  cream  of  tartar  is 
commonly  used,  and  stated  the  article  in  this  case  was 
sold  as  purified  cream  of  tartar,  and  did  not  conform  to 
the  B.P.  standard. 

The  defendant's  manager  stated  that  the  defendant  was 
carrying  on  her  husband's  business  which  had  been  estab- 
lished for  forty-seven  years  without  a  prosecution  of  the 
'kind  being  instituted. 

Mr.  Pasmore,  solicitor,  who  defended  in  another  case, 
said  that  when  the  B.P.  was  first  published  the  presence 
of  lead  in  cream  of  tartar  was  never  suspected,  and  he  ex- 
plained that  it  found  its  way  in  in  the  course  of  manu- 
facture. Although  the  present  B.P.  was  published  in 
1898,  no  case  of  the  kind  had  ever  been  brought  into  the 
courts  till  July  of  last  year. 

Mr.  Tupham  remarked  that  it  was  the  duty  of  chemists 
to  know  what  the  B.P.  prescribed  as  constituting  purified 
cream  of  tartar. 

The  Stipendiary  said  that  a  chemist  must  take  the  re- 
sponsibility if  an  article  which  he  sold  as  purified  cream  of 
tartar  turned  out  to  be  contrary  to  the  B.P.  requirements. 

Mr.  W.  Scott  Tebb,  F.I.C.,  the  public  analyst  for  the 
borough,  gave  evidence  in  support  of  his  certificate,  and 
said  it  is  perfectly  possible  to  get  a  cream  of  tartar  without 
lead,  because  the  officials  of  the  Borough  Council  in  1902 
took  twenty  samples,  eight  of  which  were  found  to  be 
absolutely  free  from  lead.  Lead-paralysis  had  been  known 
to  result  from  the  drinking  of  water  which  contained  about 
a  fourth  of  the  proportion  of  lead  found  in  this  sample. 
He  did  not  say  that  the  presence  of  that  proportion  of 
lead  would  be  injurious  in  all  cases,  but  its  presence  did 
constitute  a  danger  to  health. 

The  Magistrate  said  that  the  plea  put  forward  in  this 
case  was  a  common  one  in  prosecutions  of  the  kind. 
Defendants  invariably  stated  that  the  fault  was  not  theirs 
if  the  article  was  adulterated,  and  that  it  was  sold  in 
the  same  condition  as  they  purchased  it.  This,  however, 
he  could  not  regard  as  an  answer.  There  must  be  a  con- 
viction in  this  case,  and  the  fine  would  be  5s.,  with  two 
guineas  costs. 

Richard  Banbury,  chemist  and  druggist,  390  Walworth 
Road,  was  the  next  defendant.  The  purified  cream  of 
tartar  which  he  sold  was  found  to  contain  0.8  gr.  of  lead 
per  lb. 

Mr.  Tupham,  who  again  prosecuted,  said  they  had 
received  notice  from  the  defendant  of  a  warranty  which  he 
submitted  was  not  a  warranty  at  all.  It  failed  on  the 
ground  that  it  referred  to  cream  of  tartar,  and  not  to 
purified  cream  of  tartar,  the  article  asked  for.  The 
former  was  of  second-class  quality,  and  the  latter  was  a 
purified  article  and  was  described  by  the  B.P.  The  second 
objection  he  took  to  the  warranty  was  that  the  article  to 
which  it  referred  was  guaranteed  pure  in  accordance  with 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  This,  he  maintained,  was  j 
absolutely  meaningless.  If  the  warranty  was  intended  to  ! 
convey  anything,  the  words  should  have  been  "  guaranteed 
in  accordance  with  the  B.P."  In  its  present  form  it  was 
too  vague  and  general. 

Evidence  was  given  to  show  that  the  article  was  pur- 
chased as  purified  cream  of  tartar.  Mr.  James  Weatheritt, 
sanitary  inspector  in  the  employ  of  the  Southwark  Borough 
Council,  at  whose  instance  the  prosecution  was  made, 
admitted,  in  course  of  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Pasmore,  | 
solicitor  for  the  defence,  that  many  samples  had  been  pur- 
chased at  defendant's  shop  for  analysis,  and  that  this  was 
the  first  occasion  on  which  he  had  found  it  to  be  necessary 
to  take  proceedings. 

Mr.  Tebb,  the  public  analyst,  gave  particulars  of  his 
analysis.  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Pasmore,  he  said  puri- 
fied cream  of  tartar  must  be  what  the  B.P.  prescribes. 

But  if  Messrs.  Fink,  who  supplied  this  article,  guarantee 
that  it  is  98  per  cent,  pure,  would  you  not  take  it  as 
meaning  that  it  is  a  more  purified  article  than  is  laid  down 
by  the  B.P.  ?— Yes. 

Then  why  do  you  say  that  an  article  which  they 
guarantee  to  be  98  per  cent,  pure  is  a  commercial  article,  | 


and  not  the  purified  article  which  is  intended  by  the  B.P.  ? 
— I  do  not  know  the  term  "best  cream  of  tartar." 

But  you  see  that  the  wholesale  vendors  guarantee  that 
the  article  in  question  is  1  per  cent,  purer  than  your  puri- 
fied article  ? — Yes,  according  to  their  statement. 

The  Stipendiary  :  But  that  is  a  statement  of  what  the 
article  is.  It  is  not  a  warranty.  The  stamp  in  the  corner 
of  this  document  is  too  general  to  comply  with  the  B.P. 

Mr.  Pasmore  :  I  would  ask  your  Worship  to  say  that 
unless  we  have  a  separate  stamp  and  a  separate  warranty, 
we  must  adopt  some  stamp.  Surely  a  man  in  the  position 
of  the  defendant  is  justified  in  relying  upon  such  a 
guarantee. 

Witness  was  further  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Pasmore, 
but  no  point  of  importance  was  brought  out. 

Dr.  George  Wilson,  medical  officer  of  health  for  the 
Borough  of  Southwark,  said  that  a  fortieth  of  a  grain  of 
lead  had  been  known  to  be  dangerous  to  health.  Some 
people  were  very  subject  to  the  effects  even  of  minute 
quantities.  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Pasmore,  witness 
said  that  although  Messrs.  Fink  guaranteed  that  the 
article  to  which  the  warranty  referred  was  1  per  cent, 
purer  than  the  article  prescribed  by  the  B.P.,  he  did  not 
admit  that  it  was  better,  nor  did  he  think  that  with  such 
a  warranty  in  his  possession  the  defendant  could  regard 
himself  as  safe  if  he  took  it  as  referring  to  purified  cream 
!  of  tartar. 

The  defendant  then  gave  evidence.      He  stated  that 
when  he  purchased  from  Messrs.  Fink  an  article  which 
1  they  guaranteed  pure,  he  took  it  that  he  was  buying  the 
I  best  article. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Tupham,  witness  stated  that 
I  he  had  purchased  no  cream  of  tartar  since  February,  1903, 
the  date  mentioned  on  the  warranty.  The  reason  of  this 
was  that  last  summer,  when  the  article  should  have  been 
greatly  in  demand,  the  weather  was  wet  and  cold,  and 
there  was  no  demand  for  it.  He  was  a  chemist,  and  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  everything  the  present  B.P.  contained,  but 
when  he  wished  to  know  anything  in  course  of  business 
he  always  referred  to  it.  The  presence  of  lead  in  cream 
of  tartar  was  very  difficult  to  detect,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  last  few  weeks  that  he  was  made  aware  that  lead 
was  being  found  in  cream  of  tartar. 

Mr.  Pasmore  said  the  question  whether  his  client  was 
protected  by  this  warranty  depended  on  whether  the  word 
"purified"  ought  to  have  been  inserted  as  an  essential 
word  in  the  warranty.  He  submitted  that  if  Messrs.  Fink 
had  to  go  wandering  through  the  B.P.  to  find  every 
adjective  that  should  be  applied  to  each  and  every  article, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  have  a  printed  form  of 
warranty.  Where  a  chemist  knew  that  according  to  the 
B.P.  the  maximum  of  impurity  in  cream  of  tartar  was 
2-s  per  cent.,  he  was  justified  in  thinking  he  was  getting 
a  purified  and  the  best  article,  the  impurities  of  which 
were  guaranteed  to  be  less  than  2  per  cent. 

Mr.  Tupham  contended  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
trader  to  rely  upon  any  warranty  at  all  unless  he  inspected 
,  the  B.P.  in  order  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  whether  the 
!  firm  from  whom  he  obtained  it  used  the  proper  words. 
It  would  be  detrimental  to  trade  and  the  interests  of  the 
public  if  such  a  precaution  were  not  observed. 

The  Stipendiary  said  he  could  not  see  how  the  defendant 
could  avoid  conviction.  Whether  or  not  his  case  was  a 
bad  cne  did  not  matter.  Under  the  circumstances  he 
thought  the  case  would  be  met  by  a  small  fine  of  5s., 
with  two  guineas  expenses. 

Mr.  Pasmore  asked  whether,  assuming  the  word  "puri- 
fied" had  been  used,  the  warranty  would  have  met  the 
case. 

Mr.  Tupham  said  that  in  the  previous  case  the  whole- 
sale vendors  warranted  all  the  articles  sold  by  them  to 
meet  the  B.P.  requirements.  If  the  same  rule  had  been 
followed  in  this  instance,  he  should  have  been  compelled  to 
withdraw  the  summons. 

A  fourth  case  of  a  similar  kind  was  adjourned  for  a  week. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 

At  the  Guildhall  Police  Court  on  May  6,  Boots  Cash 
Chemists    (Southern)  (Limited)    were    summoned  before 


770 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


May  14,  1904 


Alderman  Smallman  for  selling  at  their  branch, 
150  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  E.C.,  cream  of  tartar 
certified  to  contain  0.025  per  cent,  of  lead  in  combination, 
equal  to  1.75  gr.  of  lead  per  lb. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Vickery,  of  the  City  Solicitor's  Office,  prose- 
cuted ;  and  Mr.  Leese,  barrister,  defended. 

Mr.  Savill,  the  Chief  Clerk,  explained  to  the  Alderman 
that  the  proceedings  had  been  adjourned  to  obtain  an  inde- 
pendent analysis  from  Somerset  House,  with  the  result 
that  the  Government  Analysts  had  found  the  proportion  of 
lead  to  be  1.21  gr.  per  lb. 

Mr.  Vickery  said  the  result  was  a  difference  of  about 
£  gr.  per  lb.  in  favour  of  the  defendants.  The  article 
asked  for  was  cream  of  tartar,  and  not  lead,  which  is 
poisonous  and  injurious  to  health. 

Mr.  Leese  inquired  whether  Mr.  Vickery  intended  to 
carry  the  case  to  the  bitter  end,  remarking  that  it  was 
weaker  than  one  recently  heard  at  the  Mansion  House, 
which,  after  a  long  hearing,  was  dismissed.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  he  (Mr.  Leese)  had  a  good  many  strong  points, 
and  had  a  good  deal  to  say  in  answer  to  the  question. 
Messrs.  Boots  were  not  the  people  who  ought  to  have  been 
prosecuted  at  all.  .  For  some  time  past  they  had  been 
getting  a  warranty  for  all  their  cream  of  tartar,  and  they 
kept  a  large  staff  of  analysts.  They  did  not  make  the 
stuff,  but  bought  it,  and  took  considerable  trouble  to  see  it 
was  all  right.  Sometimes  it  turned  out  to  be  wrong,  and 
they  had  rejected  casks  of  it.  He  (Mr.  Leese)  suggested 
that  if  the  City  authorities  intended  taking  the  matter  up 
thoroughly  they  should  send  notices  to  chemists  and 
druggists  dealing  in  cream  of  tartar,  as  had  been  done  in 
several  towns.  It  would  be  fairer  for  everyone  concerned, 
for  there  was  no  object  in  adulterating  cream  of  tartar. 

Mr.  Vickery  said  there  was  no  idea  of  a  test-case  when 
the  matter  was  brought  into  court.  He  intended  to  fight 
the  case  on  its  merits. 

Evidence  of  purchase  was  given  by  George  Pardoe  and 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  May,  the  City  food  and  drugs  inspector. 
In  cross-examination,  Mr.  May  stated  that  he  received  his 
instructions  as  to  what  samples  to  purchase  from  Dr. 
Collingridge,  the  medical  officer  of  health.  He  was  aware 
there  was  an  article  called  "purified  cream  of  tartar"  in 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  but  he  was  instructed  to  ask 
for  "  cream  of  tartar."  He  knew  also  that  in  some  of  the 
Avholesale  druggists'  price-lists  a  "  commercial  cream  of 
tartar "  is  quoted.  Other  samples  had  been  taken  from 
Boots'  establishments  and  these  had  been  found  to  be 
genuine. 

Dr.  Frank  Teed,  public  analyst  for  the  City  of  London, 
put  in  his  certificate  of  analysis.  Cross-examined  by  Mr. 
Leese,  he  did  not  agree  that  practically  all  the  cream  of 
tartar  manufactured  contained  lead.  He  had  examined 
a  good  many  samples  either  lead-free  or  in  which  the  lead 
was  present  in  such  an  infinitesminal  quantity  that  it  could 
not  be  detected.  He  did  not  suggest  that  the  cream  of 
tartar  in  this  case  was  deliberately  adulterated,  but  cream 
of  tartar  should  not  contain  lead.  It  would  have  been  no 
trouble  to  keep  it  out.  The  lead  was  probably  obtained 
by  manufacture  in  leaden  vessels,  but  if  porcelain  vessels 
were  used  he  doubted  if  either  lead  or  arsenic  would  be 
present.  He  was  not  aware  that  the  bulk  of  the  cream  of 
tartar  on  the  market  was  manufactured  abroad  :  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  there  were  several  large  London 
manufacturers.  He  had  examined  a  number  of  samples  of 
cream  of  tartar  and  had  found  them  practically  lead  free. 
He  was  not  consulted  regarding  that  prosecution.  He 
thought  lead  was  decidedly  injurious  to  health  owing  to  its 
cumulative  action.  He  did  not  regard  the  amount  found 
in  the  sample  under  consideration  as  infinitesimal. 

Mr.  Leese  then  proceeded,  with  the  help  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  of  April  23  (page  658),  to  examine 
Dr.  Teed  on  "injurious  effect"  of  the  lead  in  the  1,300 
or  1,400  scones  made  with  1  lb.  of  cream  of  tartar,  but  the 
Alderman  said  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  point,  and 
that  Dr.  Teed  was  not  there  to  make  those  calculations,  so 
the  absurdity  was  not  pressed.  Witness  admitted  that  two 
kinds  of  cream  of  tartar  were  mentioned  in  the  price-lists, 
the  "purified"  or  B.P.,  and  the  "commercial"  cream  of 
tartar.  The  difference  between  the  two  is  that  usually  the 
ordinary  contains  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  of  calcium  tartrate, 
while  the  "purified  "  should  not  contain  more  than  2  per  cent. 


of  calcium  tartrate.  He  agreed  that  in  the  1885  Pharma- 
copoeia "  cream  of  tartar"  only  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Vickery  objected  to  the  1885  B.P.  being  put  in. 
The  only  Pharmacopoeia  that  could  be  evidence,  he  said, 
was  the  edition  of  1898,  but  the  Alderman  was  against 
him  and  he  waived  his  objection  under  protest.  The  two 
Pharmacopoeias  were  consulted  side  by  side  by  the 
Alderman,  who  observed  that  the  monograph  on  "  cream  of 
tartar  "  in  the  1898  edition  had  obviously  been  recast. 

In  further  cross-examination,  Dr.  Teed  said  that  what  is 
known  in  the  trade  as  commercial  cream  of  tartar  was,  he 
believed,  the  same  as  the  article  required  in  the  1885 
Pharmacopoeia,  but  there  were  many  grades.  He  employed 
a  colorimetric  test  for  lead  in  his  analysis  in  that  case. 

Mr.  Leese  then  directed  Dr.  Teed's  attention  to  page  267 
of  the  B.P.  1898,  and  particularly  to  the  words  (referring 
to  purified  cream  of  tartar)  "it  should  yield  no  character- 
istic reaction  with  the  tests  for  lead."  He  then  asked  him 
to  look  at  pages  10  and  22,  where  the  special  tests  for  lead 
in  citric  acid  and  tartaric  acid  are  given  with  the  object  of 
showing  that  specially  delicate  tests  are  given  by  the  B.P. 
in  special  circumstances,  and  in  all  other  circumstances  the 
ordinary  tests  for  lead  (given  on  page  424)  are  to  be 
followed.  The  suggestion  was  that  Dr.  Teed  must  have 
used  a  specially  delicate  test  to  discover  lead  in  the  sample 
under  consideration  and  that  he  had  departed  from  the 
B.P.  ordinary  tests  This  Dr.  Teed  would  not  admit,  how- 
ever, stating  that  he  had  employed  the  hydrogen-sulphide 
test  mentioned  on  the  page  referred  to,  and  obtained  a 
dark-brown  (but  not  black)  precipitate.  The  other  tests 
he  employed  were  of  a  precisely  similar  nature  to  those 
described,  and  were  not  more  delicate.  Reverting  to 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  the  Boutall  case,  Mr. 
Leese  then  asked  Dr.  Teed  what  he  knew  of  that  case  and 
how  he  could  justify  a  prosecution  after  knowing  the 
result  in  that  case.  Witness  asserted  that  he  knew  very 
little  about  the  Boutall  case,  and  considerable  fencing 
ensued,  during  which  Mr.  Leese  persisted,  in  spite  of  the 
antagonism  of  the  Bench,  the  prosecuting  solicitor,  and  the 
witness,  in  referring  to  it.  The  facts  in  that  case,  Mr. 
Leese  told  the  Alderman,  were  precisely  similar  :  the 
percentage  of  lead  in  the  case  under  consideration  was 
even  lower,  and  yet  the  prosecution  had  gone  on  with  the 
Boots  case,  although  they  were  afraid  to  put  Dr. 
Collingridge  in  the  box.  After  Dr.  Teed  had  told  the 
Alderman  what  cream  of  tartar  was,  he  stated  that  purified 
cream  of  tartar  cost  more  than  double  the  commercial 
article,  and  the  only  reason  he  could  account  for  that  was 
by  the  fact  that  it  was  more  trouble  to  remove  the  lead, 
and  manufacturers  saved  themselves  trouble  rather  than 
expense. 

the  defence. 

Mr.  Leese,  for  the  defence,  said  the  quantity  of  lead  in 
the  sample  was  so  infinitesimal  that  it  could  not  possibly 
change  the  substance  or  quality  of  the  article  demanded. 
Quoting  Mr.  Justice  Mellor,  he  laid  down  that  an  article 
can  only  be  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser  when  "it  is 
inferior  to  that  which  he  demands  and  pays  for."  Various 
other  cases  he  quoted  to  show  that  the  adulteration  must 
be  present  to  such  an  extent  as  really  to  constitute  an 
inferior  article.  Thus  it  was  absurd  to  say  that  1  in  6,000 
parts  of  lead  could  hurt  anyone.  His  second  point  was 
that  the  purchaser  had  got  what  he  asked  for.  There  were 
two  standards  for  cream  of  tartar,  and  the  question  of 
the  admissibility  of  evidence  regarding  a  commercial 
standard  was  settled  in  the  case  of  Boots  v.  Cowley.  Dr. 
Teed  had  admitted  that  there  was  such  a  standard,  known 
as  "cream  of  tartar,"  and  that  is  what  the  purchaser 
asked  for,  and  what  he  got.  If  he  wanted  the  article 
mentioned  in  the  B.P.  of  1898,  he  should  have  asked  for 
"purified  cream  of  tartar,"  an  article  practically  unpro- 
curable and  costing  more  than  double  the  price  of  the 
article  sold  in  that  case.  A  third  point,  and  one  on  which 
he  relied  to  a  considerable  extent,  was  dependence  on  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  Assuming  that  the  purified  cream 
of  tartar  should  have  been  supplied  he  directed  attention 
to  the  preface  of  the  1898  edition  (pages  xiii.  and  xiv.),  in 
which  it  is  stated  that 

the  qualitative  tests  by  which  the  basylous  and  acidu- 
lous radicals  of  ordinary  salts  are  recognised,  and  by  which 
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common  impurities  are  detected,  instead  of  being  many 
times  repeated  in  the  text,  as  in  previous  editions  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  are  given  once  for  all  in  an  Appendix,  the 
text  simply  stating  the  names  of  the  radicals  or  other 
matters  which  should  be  present  or  absent  respectively. 
Special  tests  or  tests  rarely  employed  are  given  in  the  text. 
It  follows  that  the  appended  list  pf  ^.ests  is  not  exhaustive, 
having  only  been  constructed  to  iiieet  official  requirements. 

It  had  been  shown  in  Dr.  Teed's  cross-examination  that 
specially  delicate  tests  were  specifically  mentioned  for 
citric  acid  and  for  tartaric  acid,  but  purified  cream  of 
tartar  "should  yield  no  characteristic  reactions  with  the 
tests  for  lead."  Obviously  the  tests  in  that  case  were 
those  in  the  Appendix,  and  he  would  call  evidence  to  show 
that  if  either  of  the  three  tests  were  applied  these  samples 
would  not  be  condemned  unless  at  least  2  gr.  per  lb.  of 
lead  were  present.  Dr.  Teed  had  said  in  his  evidence  that 
he  applied  two  of  the  tests  given  in  the  Appendix  "in  a 
modified  form."  His  (counsel's)  suggestion  was  that  the 
tests  employed  were  much  more  delicate  than  those  laid 
down  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  therefore  unfair.  In 
applying  the  second  test  Dr.  Teed  had  said  he  got  a  "  dark- 
brown  precipitate,"  which  was  a  very  different  thing  from 
the  black  precipitate  that  lead  ought  to  produce.  With 
regard  to  the  injury  to  health,  the  Somerset  House  authori- 
ties had  laid  it  down  that  as  much  as  4  gr.  of  lead  per  lb. 
in  various  articles  of  consumption  is  quite  safe. 

Mr.  Ernest  J.  Parry,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  bore  out  in  a  con- 
vincing manner  the  contention  of  counsel.  He  stated  in 
evidence  that  he  had  gone  thoroughly  into  the  question  of 
Head  in  cream  of  tartar,  and  had  examined  many  samples. 
The  sample  in  dispute  was  a  fair  sample  of  commercial 
cream  of  tartar.  If  absolutely  free  from  lead  cream  of 
tartar  would  cost  from  2s.  6d.  to  4s.  per  lb.,  and  the  lead- 
free  article  is  very  rarely  met  with.  In  his  opinion  no 
cream  of  tartar  manufactured  is  quite  free  from  lead,  and 
certainly  none  is  offered  on  the  market.  Taking  the  figures 
of  the  Government  analysis,  the  proportion  of  lead  would 
be  about  1  in  6,000.  Cream  of  tartar  is  principally  used 
in  making  baking-powders  and  in  salines.  Supposing  the 
proportion  here  found  were  made  into  baking-powder  and 
baked  into  scones,  it  would  take  a  man  about  five  years 
to  get  1  gr.  of  lead  into  his  body,  assuming  that  it 
accumulated  all  the  time,  which  was  absurd,  as  most  of 
the  lead  would  pass  off  in  the  faeces. 

Alderman  Smallman  :  But  supposing  by  accident  he  got 
it  all  in  one  scone  ? 

Mr.  Parry  :  Then  it  would  be  so  acid  that  he  could  not 
eat  it ;  but  ,  putting  that  aside,  then  he  would  only  get 
^  gr.  of  lead,  or  about  one-twentieth  part  of  the  B.P.  dose. 
Cream  of  tartar  is  also  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ginger- 
beer,  but  he  did  not  think  it  possible  for  the  average  man 
to  accumulate  enough  lead  in  a  lifetime,  by  drinking 
ginger-beer,  to  do  him  any  harm.  With  regard  to  the 
tests  required,  the  B.P.  specifically  says  "no  characteris- 
tic reactions  for  lead,"  and  therefore  the  analyst  must  not 
go  beyond  the  tests  mentioned  in  the  Appendix.  Dr.  Teed 
had  said  he  applied  sulphuric  acid  to  the  ash.  That  was 
applying  the  acid  to  a  concentrated  form  of  the  substance 
and  a  much  more  delicate  test  than  the  B.P.  required. 
With  regard  to  the  hydrogen-sulphide  test  a  black  precipi- 
tate (and  not  a  brown  one)  should  be  obtained  before  lead 
could  be  said  positively  to  be  present.  Working  with  the 
tests  given  in  the  B.P.,  his  experience  shows  that  nothing 
under  2  gr. — certainly  not  under  1.9  gr. — of  lead  could  be 
indicated  in  the  sample  under  consideration. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Vickery  :  It  is  a  matter  of 
general  knowledge  that  lead  is  present  in  cream  of  tartar, 
and  he  suggested  that  the  change  in  the  1898  pharma- 
copoeial  directions  for  testing  was  in  view  of  that  know- 
ledge. The  use  for  the  "purified"  form  of  cream  of 
tartar  is  mainly  for  analytical  purposes.  The  wholesalers 
now  list  two  standards,  owing  to  the  attitude  of  the 
food  and  drug  inspectors  on  the  question  and  to  protect 
themselves.  If  he  went  into  a  chemist's  shop  and  asked 
for  cream  of  tartar,  he  would  be  exceedingly  surprised  (in 
the  light  of  his  experience)  if  he  were  supplied  with  a 
lead-free  article. 

Mr.  Vickery  then  handed  up  a  list  of  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  in  which  only  one  "  cream 
of  tartar"  was  mentioned.  Mr.  Parry  discovered,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  a  1902  list,  and  therefore  printed  before 


the  "  lead-in-cream-of -tartar "  scare  began.  The  Alder- 
man said  the  date  should  have  been  mentioned  before  the 
list  was  put  in,  and  Mr.  Vickery  apologised  for  an  in- 
advertence. The  list  of  Messrs.  Pink  &  Son  was  then  put 
in  by  the  prosecution  with  "98  per  cent,  cream  of  tartar 
B.P.  '98"  quoted  at  Is.  per  lb.  Mr.  Parry  explained  that 
the  meaning  there  was  that  the  article  was  guaranteed  to 
contain  98  per  cent,  of  acid  tartrate  of  potassium,  but 
there  was  no  guarantee  that  the  article  was  lead- free. 

Dr.  E.  G.  Whittle,  of  Regency  Square,  Brighton,  said 
he  had  had  considerable  experience  of  lead  as  a  medicine. 
In  his  opinion  a  person  could  not  get  sufficient  lead  in  his 
system  (in  the  proportion  found  in  the  sample)  in  a  life- 
time to  injure  his  health. 

Alderman  Smallman,  who  considered  the  case  one  of 
importance,  reserved  his  decision  to  consult  the  authori- 
ties quoted  by  Mr.  Leese. 

THE  DECISION. 

On  May  10,  the  Alderman,  who  read  a  written  decision, 
said  :  In  this  case  I  find  that  the  prosecutor  by  his  agent 
asked  for  "cream  of  tartar."  In  the  last  edition  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  under  the  head  "  Acid  Potassium 
Tartrate,"  the  synonym  "  purified  cream  of  tartar  "  is  given. 
In  this  edition  there  is  a  description  of  "  purified  cream  of 
tartar "  only,  and  it  is  said  that  this  should  yield  no 
characteristic  reaction  with  the  tests  for  lead.  These  words 
do  not  appear  in  the  previous  edition  of  1885  where  the 
synonym  "cream  of  tartar"  is  given.  In  the  article 
supplied  in  this  case  there  was  (taking  the  Somerset  House 
figures)  0.0173  per  cent,  of  lead,  equal  to  1.21  gr.  per  lb., 
a  quantity  not  proved  to  me  to  be  injurious  to  health.  In 
the  article  commercially  known  as  cream  of  tartar  there  are 
many  grades.  It  is  not  the  pure  acid  potassium  tartrate, 
and  very  often,  practically  as  a  rule,  contains  lead  from  the 
leaden  vessels  used  in  the  manufacture,  although  it  need 
not  do  so  if  made  in  porcelain  vessels.  It  has  not  been 
proved  to  my  satisfaction  that  the  prosecutor  did  not 
receive  an  article  of  the  nature,  substance,  and  quality 
demanded  by  him.     I  therefore  dismiss  the  summons. 

Mr.  Leese  asked  for  costs.  He  urged  that  in  spite  of 
their  attention  being  called  to  the  adverse  decision  in  the 
Boutall  case  on  April  15,  the  prosecution  did  not  withdraw 
the  summons,  but  persisted  in  fighting  the  matter  to  the 
bitter  end.  He  submitted  that  the  proper  course  for  the 
authorities  was  to  withdraw  the  case,  as  he  had  suggested 
at  the  beginning.  He  recognised  that  public  authorities 
had  a  duty  to  perform,  but  they  had  exceeded  their  duty 
on  this  occasion,  and  should  have  to  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Vickery  said  the  Boutall  case  was  not  properly  pre- 
sented at  the  Mansion  House,  as  no  notice  was  given  by 
the  defendants  that  the  analyst  would  be  required  to  give 
evidence. 

The  Alderman  thought  the  matter  one  that  ought  to  be 
brought  forward,  and  declined  to  grant  ccsts. 

What  is  Brandy? 

The  North  London  Police  Court  case  reported  in  two 
previous  issues  again  came  before  Mr.  Fordham  on  May  10, 
and  was  adjourned  for  a  second  time.  The  re-examination 
of  Mr.  Gordon  Salamon  was  deferred  owing  to  Mr.  Avory's 
illness;  Mr.  Bonsey,  who  conducted  the  defence,  examin- 
ing Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Bevan,  and  M.  Lefort  (director  of  a  distillery  near  Paris). 

!  Mr.  Hehner  in  his  evidence  said  Dr.  Teed's  results  differed 
from  his  own,  and  referring  to  Dr.  Teed's  statement  that 
the  sample  contained  at  least  60  per  cent,  of  spirit  not 

'  derived  from  the  grape,  Mr.  Hehner  said  nobody  in  the 
world,  with  all  the  knowledge  which  exists,  could  say 
definitely  whether  the  particular  alcohol  was  derived  from 
the  grape  of  any  other  alcohol-producing  source. 

Solution  of  Ammonia. 

At  Evesham  Borough  Sessions  last  week,  before  Messrs. 
H.  Smith  (Mayor),  A.  Espley,  I.  Morris,  E.  D.  Lowe, 
and  J.  Bracher,  Henry  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Evesham,  was  fined  2s.  and  21.  5s.  6d.  costs  for  selling 
|  strong  solution  of  ammonia  instead  of  solution  of  ammonia. 
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Salicylic  Acid  in  Ginger-wine. 
At  the  Coagh  (co.  Derry)  Petty  Sessions  on  Tuesday, 
Constable  Cooke,  local  inspector  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  summoned  Felix  Lavery,  Ardain,  and  Mar- 
garet A.  Bell,  Moneymore,  for  having  sold  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  purchaser  ginger-wine  adulterated  with  an 
article  injurious  to  health.  The  certificate  of  Mr.  Barkley, 
analyst,  Belfast,  showed  that  there  was  alcohol  to  the 
extent  of  5.9  per  cent,  in  Lavery's  sample,  and  7.2  gr.  per 
pint  of  salicylic  acid.  He  stated  that  the  salicylic  acid 
had  been  added  as  a  preservative,  and  was  a  substance 
injurious  to  health.  In  Bell's  case  the  salicylic  acid  was 
7.2  gr.  per  pint,  and  alcohol  10.8  per  cent.  It  was  con- 
tended for  the  defence  that  the  article  was  sold  as  pur- 
chased, and  Mr.  C.  Huxley,  an  analytical  chemist  of 
Dublin,  said  salicylic  acid  is  not  dangerous  in  the  pro- 
portions stated,  and  that  30  gr.  had  been  taken  by 
him  for  several  days  in  succession  without  injurious 
effects.  The  Court  dismissed  the  cases  on  the  defendants 
promising  not  to  repeat  the  offence. 


County  Court  Case. 

Notice  by  an  Errand-boy. 
At  the  Portsmouth  County  Court  on  May  5,  Mr.  Fred- 
erick James  Gray,  described  as  a  chemist,  was  sued  by  a 
lad,  formerly  in  his  employment  as  an  errand-boy,  to 
recover  4.*.  6(7.,  a  week's  wages.  The  boy  said  that  on 
March  28  he  gave  notice  to  his  employer  that  unless  he 
could  pay  him  more  than  4,5.  6d.,  as  he  was  then  doing, 
he  should  leave  at  the  end  of  the  week.  As  this  was  not 
done  he  did  leave  at  the  week's  end,  but  defendant  re- 
fused then  to  pay  him  anything.  Defendant  stated  that 
as  it  was  the  boy's  mother  who  previously  had  made 
arrangements  with  him,  he  expected  she  would  still  have 
done  so,  and  he  told  the  boy  to  send  his  mother  to  him 
again.  When  she  did  not  come  he  would  not  accept 
notice  from  the  boy.  Judge  Gye  said  that  whether  he 
accepted  the  notice  or  not,  he  ought  to  have  paid  the  lad 
for  his  week's  work.  The  boy's  notice  was  sufficient,  but 
it  he  thought  he  had  any  claim  upon  the  lad,  he  could 
have  counterclaimed  for  damages;  or  he  could  even  now 
enter  a  separate  action  if  he  was  so  advised.  But  he 
would  have  to  prove  actual  damages.  His  Honour  en- 
tered a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Kilno's  Foot-drafts. 
At  the  Cardiff  County  Court  on  Thursday,  May  5,  before 
Judge  Owen,  Daniel  Davies,  commercial  traveller,  brought 
an  action  against  the  Good  Health  Alliance  Company  to 
recover  50/.  damages.  The  plaintiff  had  suffered  for  some 
time  from  rheumatism  in  the  feet,  and  seeing  an  adver- 
tisement in  one  of  the  London  papers  setting  forth  the 
advantages  of  what  are  known  as  Kilno's  foot-drafts,  he 
ordered  a'  pair.  They  arrived  in  due  course,  with  an 
assurance  from  the  defendant  company  to  the  effect  that 
the  foot-drafts  would  prove  a  blessing  to  him.  He  applied 
them  to  the  soles  of  his  feet  on  February  27,  and  con- 
siderable irritation  and  inflammation  ensued.  At  the  end 
of  a  week  or  eight  days  he  removed  the  plasters.  So 
painful,  however,  were  his  feet  that  a  few  days  afterwards 
he  sent  for  Dr.  Buckham,  who  said  he  found  the  plaintiff's 
feet  most  acutely  inflamed,  and  with  large  blisters  extend- 
ing from  his  heels  to  the  balls  of  his  toes.  He  was  practi- 
cally crippled  for  six  weeks,  and  unable  to  get  about  to 
attend  to  his  business.  It  was  in  respect  to  this  damage 
that  he  sued.  The  doctor,  in  reply  to  the  defending 
counsel  (Mr.  W.  Frampton),  admitted  that  he  had  not 
analysed  the  foot-drafts,  but  from  an  examination  he  had 
made  of  them  he  concluded  that  they  contained  tar.  It 
was  alleged  that  the  foot-drafts  could  draw  uric  acid  out 
of  the  system  through  the  pores  of  the  feet,  but  that,  said 
the  doctor,  was  perfectly  absurd.  The  defendant  com- 
pany called  their  chemist  (Mr.  Morris)  to  prove  that 
there  was  nothing  of  a  poisonous  nature  in  the  ingredients 
vised  in  the  preparation  of  the  foot-drafts.  In  fact,  he 
said,  he  had  taken  some  of  the  ingredients  himself  for 
internal  treatment.  His  Honour  asked  if  there  was  any 
ingredient  used  with  a  basis  of  tar  in  its  composition,  to 
which  witness  replied  that  there  was.    Dr.  Boyd,  consult- 


ing physician,  of  London,  was  also  called.  He  said  he 
was  requested  by  the  company  to  examine  the  plaintiff's 
feet  about  six  weeks  after  he  had  used  the  drafts.  He 
then  found  that  plaintiff  had  been  suffering  from  blistered 
feet,  but  he  thought  that  might  have  been  aggravated  by  a 
certain  amount  cf  walking.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
drafts  which  could  set  up  a  poisonous  irritation  in  the 
feet.  Mr.  Mcir,  veterinary  surgeon,  Cardiff,  said  he  had 
used  the  foot-drafts,  and  had  derived  considerable  relief 
from  them.  His  Honour  said  his  private  opinion  was 
that  if  people  chose  to  take  patent  medicines  of  some 
advertising  firm  they  were  very  foolish,  and  perhaps  de- 
served all  they  got.  In  this  case  the  cure  was  described 
as  perfectly  harmless,  and  as  the  defendant  company  did 
not  warn  the  plaintiff  in  any  way  as  to  the  effect  th& 
plasters  might  have,  he  held  that  they  were  liable.  He 
therefore  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  201. ,  and 
costs. 


Bankruptcies  anfc  failures. 

Re  Cheap  &  Good  (Limited),  general  warehousemen^ 
9  Little  Street,  Calton,  Glasgow  (In  Liquidation). — The  fol- 
lowing are  creditors : 

£    s.  d. 

Beechman  &  Uhlmann,  London      ...  106  13  4 

Birn  Brothers,  London  221  12  3 

Brahl,  A.  R.,  London  110    6  10 

Brown,  E.,  &  Co.  (Limited),  London  ...  404    5  4 

Collier,  Thomas,  &  Co  143  12  3 

Cooper  &  Co.      ...      _  114  11  4 

Cresswell  Bros.  &  Schmitz,  London  ...  116   1  8 
Crown  Diamond  Manufacturing  Co., 

London    100   9  1 

Emanuel,  S.  M.,  &  Co.,  London     ...  107  13  10 

Enderloin,  E.,  London  135  14  8 

Gaffe  Bros.,  London    130    9  1 

Gibbs,  D.  &  W.  (Limited)  _    206  15  6 

Gottschalk,  Dreyfus  &  Davis,  London  359   2  11 

Osborne,  Charles,  London    180    0  0 

Pam,  Josef,  &  Co.,  London   400    0  0 

Stevenson,  Hugh,  &  Sons        '.  161  13  5 

Tannahill,  Thomas,  London   117    0  5 


Cash  Creditors. 


jun. 


250  0  0 
20    0  0 


Anderson,  W 
Auld,  J. 

Gray  —   

Morrice,  J.  A  

Morrice,  Alex. 

Morrice,  Mrs.   

Orr,  Mrs  

Sutherland,  Mrs  

Wheatley,  C.  T.   ...  ... 

Preferential  Creditors 

Liabilities 

Assets  (after  deducting  preferen- 
tial claims)    1,780    0  0 


100  0  0 

80  0  0 

40  0  0 

40  0  0 

10  0  0 

50  0  0 

150  0  0 

251  4  0 

9,000  0  0 


Be  Daisy  Edith  Capon,  17  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C., 
and  Cambridge  House.  Deepdene  Road,  Streatham,  spin- 
ster, formerly  trading  as  the  Gyptican  Oil  Company. — The- 
first  meeting  of  the  creditors  under  this  failure  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough,  senior  official  receiver.    The  receiving  order  was 
made  on  the  petition  of  Sir  W.  C.  Leng  &  Co.  ("  Sheffield 
Telegraph")  (Limited),  creditors  for  170/.    The  Chairman 
reported  that  the  debtor  had  stated  that  in  April,  1903,  she 
commenced  business  with  Mrs.  Geddes  at  17  Farringdon 
Avenue,  E.G.,  as  manufacturers  of  an  embrocation  by  a 
secret  process  devised  by  them  jointly.      Mrs.  Geddes  pro- 
vided 500/.  for  the  working  capital  and  expenses.    In  the- 
following  August  the  Gyptican  Oil  Company  (Limited)  was 
registered,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  10,000/.,  to  acquire 
and  carry  on  the  business,  which  had  been  known  as  tho 
"  Gyptican  Oil  Company."    The  purchase  price  of  5,500?. 
was  paid  in  shares,  of  which  she  received  2,000/.    Tho  firm's 
business  liabilities  at  the  date  of  the  registration  amounted 
to  500/.,  all  of  which  the  company  offered  to  take  over, 
which  offer  was  accepted,  with  two  dissentients — viz.,  tho 
petitioning  creditors  and  Messrs.   Newnes   (Limited),  tho 
latter  being  returned  as  creditors  for  80/. — both  accounts 
being  in  respect  of  advertisements.    The  debtor  had  further 
stated  that  she  acted  as  a  director  of  the  Gyptican  Oil  Com- 
pany (Limited)  until  the  date  of  the  receiving  order.  She 
was  co-defendant  in  an  action  brought  by  the  St.  Jacobs 
Oil    (Limited)    against    Mr.    Geddes    and    the  Gyptican 
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Oil  Company  (Limited)  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
company  from  employing  Mr.  Gecldes.  There  was  a  good 
defence  to  that  action  in  the  opinion  of  her  advisers.  Her 
failure  was  caused  by  losses  sustained  in  starting  the 
Gyptican  Oil  Company  and  the  abortive  attempt  to  obtain 
subscriptions  to  the  limited  company.  A  statement  of 
affairs  had  been  prepared,  showing  liabilities  592/.  and 
assets  consisting  of  2,000  shares  in  the  Gyptican  Oil  Com- 
pany, to  which  the  debtor  attached  no  present  marketable 
value.  The  only  proofs  tendered  were  that  by  the  peti- 
tioners and  one  for  327/.  by  Messrs.  J.  W.  French  &  Co., 
the  debtor's  solicitors,  who  claimed  327/.  for  costs.  He  (the 
Official  Receiver)  would  require  to  be  furnished  with  the 
bill  of  costs  before  admitting  the  latter  proof. — On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  T.  Young,  the  London  representative  of  Sir 
W.  C.  Leng  &  Co.  ("Sheffield  Telegraph"")  (Limited),  the 
case  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  to  be 
wound  up  in  bankruptcy.  The  public  examination  of  the 
debtor  has  been  fixed  for  June  1. 


2)cco  of  arrangement 


Parkinson,  William,  50  Market  Place,  Prescot.  Drug-store 
proprietor.  Trustees,  Henry  G.  Saunders,  34  Hanover 
Street.  Liverpool,  company  director,  and  another. 
Dated.  Mav  3;  filed,  Mav  6.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
427/.  17«.  10rf.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  150/.  The  following 
are  scheduled  as  creditors  : 

£  s.  d. 

Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp  (Limited)    82    0  0 

Benson,  Mrs.  A.  (rent)   21    0  0 

Blyton,  Astley  &  Co.,  Lower  Brough- 

ton   10    0  0 

Clay,  Dod  &  Co.  (Limited)    80    0  0 

Hudson  &  Son,  Birmingham   31    0  0 

Idris  (Limited),   Liverpool    12    0  0 

Raimes  &  Co.,  York    16    0  0 

Saunders,  A.  H   86    0  0 

Wright,  Layman  &  Umnev  (Limited) 

London    ...    10   0  0 


"Mew  Companies  anb  Company  IRews. 


Progress  Supply  (Limited).— Capital  2.000/..  in  1/.  shares. 
To  carrv  on,  inter  alia,  the  business  of  chemists  and  drug- 
gists.   Registered  office,  123  Market  Street,  Manchester. 

Hornsey  Mineral-water  Company  (Limited).— Capital 
2,000/..  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  now 
carried  on  as  the  Hornsey  Mineral-water  Company,  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  C.  Masterman,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  aerated  and  mineral-water  manufacturers,  &c. 
No  initial  public  issue.  Registered  without  articles  of 
association.  Registered  office,  28  Victoria  Street,  West- 
minster. 

W.  W.  Hill  &  Son  (Salford)  (Limited).— Capital  25,000/.. 
in  1Z.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  paint  and 
varnish  manufacturers  and  manufacturing  chemists  now 
carried  on  by  W.  W.  Hill,  sen.,  and  W.  W.  Hill,  jun..  at 
the  Broughton  Bridge  Works,  and  St.  Simon  Street,  Sal- 
ford,  Lancashire,  as  "  W.  W.  Hill  &  Son,"  and  to  carry  on 
the  same  and  the  business  of  druggists,  drysalters,  manu- 
facturers, and  importers  and  exporters  of  and  dealers  in 
pharmaceutical,  medical,  chemical,  industrial,  and  other 
preparations.  The  first  directors  are  W.  W.  Hill,  sen., 
W.  W.  Hill,  jun..  and  Mrs.  B.  Hill;  qualification,  50/.; 
remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office, 
Broughton  Bridge  Works,  St.  Simon  Street,  Salford. 

Malteal  (Limited).— Capital  5.300/.,  in  2.500  "A"  cumu- 
lative preference  and  2,500  "  B "  cumulative  preference 
shares  of  1/.  each,  and  6,000  deferred  shares  of  Is.  each. 
Objects :  To  acquire  patent  No.  6,262  of  1896.  and  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  and  selling  the  substance  known  as 

Malteal  "  under  the  said  patent,  to  adopt  an  agreement 
with  A.  Smith,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  malteal  manu- 
facturers, manufacturing  chemists,  wholesale  and  retail 
druggists,  manufacturers  and  vendors  of  patent  medicines, 
&c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  Mrs.  J.  Youngman  and  E.  L. 
Youngman,  Ling  Roller  Mills,  Wortham.  near  Diss;  G. 
Symonds,  Wortham,  auctioneer ;  A.  Bartrum.  Wortham, 
builder;  W.  F.  Coleman,  Wortham.  clerk;  H.  E.  Smith, 
67  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  clerk:  and  C.  E.  Smith, 
36  Lupus  Street,  South  Belgravia,  clerk.    No  initial  public 


issue.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be  fewer  than  two 
nor  more  than  seven ;  the  first  are  A.  Smith  and  C.  E. 
Smith  ;  remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered 
office,  Wortham  House  (near  Diss),  Wortham,  Suffolk. 

Plomley  &  Alldis  (Limited).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists, 
heretofore  carried  on  at  51  Fife  Road,  Kingston-on-Thames, 
as  "  Plomley  &  Alldis  (Limited),"  to  adopt  an  agreement 
with  the  said  old  company  and  F.  J.  Plomley,  the  liquidator 
thereof,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale  and  retail 
chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  importers 
and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical, 
medicinal,  chemical,  industrial,  and  other  preparations  and 
articles,  makers  of  and  dealers  in  proprietary  articles  and 
electrical,  chemical,  photographic,  surgical,  and  scientific, 
apparatus  and  materials,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are: 
F.  J.  Plomley,  51  Fife  Road.  Kingston-on-Thames,  chemist; 
H.  W.  Alldis,  53  Kings  Road,  Kingston-on-Thames,  secre- 
tary ;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Alldis,  53  Kings  Road,  Kingston-on- 
Thames ;  W.  Alldis,  Portland  Place,  Hadleigh,  Suffolk, 
retired  miller;  Mrs.  C.  M.  Plomley,  Atholstone,  Beechland 
Road,  Maidstone ;  Miss  E.  Plornley,  Atholstone,  Beechland 
Road,  Maidstone;  and  B.  Plomley,  Atholstone,  Beechland 
Road,  Maidstone,  clerk.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first 
directors  are  F.  J.  Plomley  and  H.  W.  Alldis.  Remunera- 
tion as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  51  Fife 
Road,  Kingston-on-Thames. 


W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  report  and  statement- 
of  accounts  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1903,  show 
that  the  gross  profit  for  the  year  amounted  to 
80,033/.  16s.  lid.,  as  against  75.518/.  2s.  4r7.  for  the  previous 
year,  being  an  increase  of  4.715/.  14s.  7(7.  The  net  profit 
as  shown  for  the  year — viz..  15.429/.  Is.  IQd. — together  with 
the  amount  brought  forward  from  the  previous  year, 
amounts  to  16,682/.  15s.  Id.  The  directors  recommend  that 
a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  be  paid 
on  the  ordinary  shares. 

Fullers'  Earth  Union  (Limited). — The  report  for  the 
year  ended  March  31  last  states  that  the  profit  and  loss 
account  for  the  year,  after  writing  off  the  usual  amount 
for  depreciation,  shows  a  profit  amounting  to  6.829/.,  to 
which  has  to  be  added  786/.  brought  forward  from  last 
year,  making  a  total  of  7,615/.  The  directors  recommend  a 
dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  carrying 
1.500/.  to  the  reserve  fund  (bringing  this  up  to  4,000/.),  and 
leaving,  after  payment  of  directors'  fees,  858/.  to  be  carried 
forward. 

Castner-Kellner  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — The  report 
for  the  year  ended  March  31  last  states  that  the  net  profit 
for  the  year,  after  deducting  the  usual  expenditure  for 
maintenance  of  works,  plant  and  machinery,  is  42.021/.  To 
this  has  to  be  added  the  amount  brought  forward  from  last 
account,  13,152/.,  together  55,173/.  Deducting  debenture 
interest  10,376/.,  there  remains  an  available  balance  of 
44.797/.  The  directors  recommend  that  15,000/.  be  appro- 
priated to  depreciation  reserve,  increasing  that  account  to 
70,000/.  ;  that  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  be  paid  for  the  year,, 
leaving  to  be  carried  forward  11,797/. 

Watkins  (Limited),  Hong-Kong. — The  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31.  1903,  states  that  after  providing  for 
all  bad  and  doubtful  debts  and  including  $1,053  carried 
forward  from  last  year,  the  balance  at  credit  of  profit-and- 
loss  account  amounts  to  $15,442.  from  which  has  to  be  de- 
ducted the  following  sums  written  off  as  depreciation: 
From  plant  and  machinery.  $2,000;  from  furniture  and 
fixtures,  $1,700;  from  steam-launch,  $700;  leaving  available 
a  sum  of  $11,042.  From  this  amount  it  is  proposed  to  pay 
the  same  dividend  as  last  year — viz..  10  per  cent. — absorbing 
$10,000,  and  to  carry  forward  the  balance  of  $1,042  to  the 
current  year's  account.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  at 
the  company's  offices  at  Hong-Kong  on  March  26,  the 
report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Brighton  Mineral  Water  Co.  (Limited). — In  the  Chancery 
Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on  Saturday,  May  7, 
Mr.  Justice  Buckley  in  this  case  had  before  him  a  motion 
of  judgment  in  a  debenture-holder's  action  which  came  on 
in  default  of  appearance.  The  company  was  formed  in  1903 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  Brighton  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  John  Clayton  (Limited),  the  consideration  payable 
being  2,500/.  Debentures  for  2,000/.  were  issued  to  the 
plaintiffs,  which  were  a  charge  on  the  undertaking  of  the 
company.  Mr.  Justice  Buckley  made  a  declaration  that 
the  plaintiffs  (Messrs.  Abbot)  were  entitled  to  a  charge  on 
the  undertaking,  property,  and  assets  of  the  company, 
present  and  future,  including  its  uncalled  caoital,  to  secure 
the  repayment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debenture 
issue,  and  directed  the  usual  accounts  and  inquiries. 
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Business  Gbanoes. 


Mr.  A.  J.  Bellamy,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cardiff,  is 
opening  a  branch  at  Taff's  Well,  near  Cardiff. 

The  Red  Cross  Drug-stores  have  taken  over  the  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  J.  J.  S.  Sykes  at  109  West  Street,  Erith. 

Mr.  Ernest  Winckler,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly 
of  Wembley,  is  opening  a  pharmacy  at  Palmer's  Green,  N. 

Mr.  P.  F.  White,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
New  Eltham,  has  bought  the  business  of  Mr.  A.  Boyce 
at  Park  Road,  Worthing. 

Mr.  Francis  Hermann  Ruoff,  chemist  and  druggist, 
has  opened  a  new  high-class  drug-store  at  10  London  Road, 
Kingston  Cross,  Portsmouth. 

Mr.  S,  P.  Billington,  chemist  and  druggist,  Rother- 
ham,  has  had  a  new  pharmacy  fitted  up  for  him  by  Messrs. 
Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp  (Limited),  of  Liverpool. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Dalgleish,  formerly  of  Exeter,  has  acquired 
Taylor's  Stationery-stores  at  91  Walworth  Road,  S.E., 
and  is  to  carry  on  business  as  a  commercial  stationer, 
account-book  and  paper-bag  manufacturer. 

Mr.  J.  Dale,  Steel  Bank  Pharmacy,  Commonside,  Shef- 
field, has  replaced  his  old  fittings  with  an  entirely  new  and 
up-to-date  fit-out  in  plate  glass  and  mahogany,  done  by 
Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp  (Limited). 

Mr.  R.  W.  Tildesley,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  old-established  business  at  48  Wellington 
Street,  Gorton,  Manchester,  which  has  been  carried  on  for 
.  a  number  of  years  as  a  branch  by  Mr.  J.  Dale,  Steel  Bank 
Pharmacy,  Sheffield. 


Bfrtbs, 

Bain. — At  Penzance  House,  Bridge  of  Allan,  N.B.,  on 
May  9,  the  wife  of  John  Bain,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
a  daughter. 

Chalmers. — At  7  Holly  Avenue  West,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  on  May  5,  the  wife  of  Andrew  Chalmers,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Ferry. — On  May  3,  at  Oxford  Street  Pharmacy,  West 
Hartlepool,  the  wife  of  R.  B.  Ferry,  of  a  son. 


flDarriaoe. 


Barnard — Clark. — At  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch,  on 
April  28,  George  Bartlett  Barnard,  chemist  and  druggist, 
309  Hackney  Road,  N.E.,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Alfred  P. 
Barnard,  88  Columbia  Road,  N.E..  to  Edith  Anna,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Alfred  Clark,  of  Crabgate,  Wood  Dalling, 
Norfolk. 

Beatbs. 


Clarke. — On  May  3,  at  Woodside,  Hutton,  Essex,  Mr. 
William  Alfred  Clarke,  of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Son  &  Piatt, 
advertising  agents,  85  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C.,  aged  fifty- 
four.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  one  of  the  owners 
of  Clarke's  blood-mixture  and  another  well-known  pro- 
prietary medicine. 

Cupiss. — On  May  3,  at  the  Wilderness,  Diss,  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Cupiss,  aged  eighty  years. 

Handyside. — On  May  6,  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Mr. 
George  Handyside,  originator  of  "  Handyside's  Cure  for 
Consumption,"  aged  eighty-five. 

Forster. — At  Jersey,  recently,  Mr.  John  Forster, 
formerly  member  of  the  firm  of  Randleson  &  Forster, 
chemists,  Whitehaven. 

MacGavin.-^  At  Friargate,  Preston,  on  May  7,  Mr.  John 
MacGavin,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-four.  Mr. 
MacGavin  was  born  at  Kilbarchan,  near  Johnstone,  and 


served  his  apprenticeship  in  Glasgow.  He  afterwards 
spent  some  time  at  Oswestry  and  Wolverhampton,  and 
went  to  Preston  in  1862.  He  established  the  business  in 
Friargate  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  was  the  senior  chemist 
by  examination  in  the  town.  Mr.  McGavin  had  been  a 
local  preacher  for  between  forty  and  fifty  years,  and 
during  one  year  he  delivered  sermons — which  were  always 
carefully  prepared — on  fifty  Sundays.  He  was  a  man  of 
considerable  intellectual  attainments,  with  broad  and  liberal 
views,  and  as  a  consequence  he  had  friends  among  all 
religious  denominations.  He  leaves  a  family  of  four  sons 
and  three  daughters. 

Ray. — On  May  6,  Mr.  John  Armstedt  Ray,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  15  Nassau  Street,  Dublin,  died  suddenly  at 
his  residence,  9  Kenilworth  Square,  Rathgar,  co.  Dublin. 
Mr.  Ray  was  the  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Wilson  Ray,  and  was 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  Dublin  amongst  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 

Saltmer. — At  218  Anlaby  Road,  Hull,  on  April  29,  Jane, 
the  dearly  beloved  wife  of  Mr.  James  Saltmer  (Lofthouse 
&  Saltmer),  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

Williamson. — At  High  Pitfold,  Hindhead,  on  May  6, 
Professor  Alexander  William  Williamson,  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 
formerly  professor  of  chemistry  at  University  College, 
London,     aged  eighty 
years.     Speaking  fully 
five  years  ago,  at  a  ban- 
quet to  six  chemists  who 
had  been  Fellows  of  the 
Chemical     Society  for 
half    a    century,  Pro- 
fessor     Dewar      said  : 
"  In  Dr.  Williamson  they 
saw  the  man  who  had 
put  an  end  to  chemical 
fence-sitting  as  expressed 
in   the   term    '  catalytic 
action.'    He  cleared  that 
away,  and  had  the  great 
merit  of  having  origin- 
ated the  idea  of  atomic 
and  molecular  structure. 
The    chemistry    of  our 
time  would  not  have  been  without  Williamson."     If  Pro- 
fessor Dewar  had  added  that  Dr.  Williamson  was  the 
Carlyle  of  chemistry  (the  teacher  of  teachers),  he  would 
have  completed  the  appreciation,  for  there  was  much  in 
Dr.  Williamson's  appearance,  in  his  character,  and  in  his 
work  that  recalled  the  Chelsea  sage.    It  is  only  the  older 
generation  of  chemists  who  knew  him  well,  and  they  speak 
of  him  with  the  highest  regard  for  his  intellectual  force 
and   scientific   acumen.     Dr.    Williamson   was   born  at 
Wandsworth  on  May  1,  1824,  and  after  school  days  at 
Kensington  Grammar  School  studied  in  France  and  Ger- 
many.   He  got  his  chemistry  from  Gmelin,  at  Heidelberg, 
and  from  Liebig,  at  Giessen ;  then  he  cut  out  a  new  path 
for  young  chemists  by  studying  the  higher  mathematics 
under  Auguste  Comte.    Returning  to  this  country,  he  was 
elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society  in  1848,  and  in 
the  year  following  was  appointed  professor  of  practical 
chemistry  at  University  College,  London.      He  was  a 
splendid  teacher,  and  inspired  his  pupils  by  himself  learn- 
ing new  things.      When  he  was  installed  at  University 
College  he  commenced  "a  research  on  setherification."  One 
of  the  two  views  of  the  formation  then  held  was  that  ethyl 
alcohol  is  C^H^Oj,  and  splits  up  into  ether  (C^H^O)  and 
water  (H,0)  on  etherification.    Professor  Williamson  com- 
menced experiments  to  obtain  new  alcohols,  by  replacing 
the    hydrogen    in    a    known    alcohol    with  carburetted 
hydrogen.     He  saturated  ethyl  alcohol  with  potassium, 
then  added  an  equivalent  of  ethyl  iodide,  and  was  aston- 
ished to  find  that  the  substitution-product  was  not  an 
alcohol,  but  common  ether.    He  thus  found  that  he  had 
obtained  ether  by  substituting  C,H5  for  H  in  alcohol,  and 
for  the  first  time  established  a  fact  which  is  now  familiar 
to  every  chemist.    This  research  was  followed  up  (1851) 
by  "suggestions  for  the  dynamics  of  chemistry  derived 
from  the  theory  of  etherification  "  delivered  before  the 
Royal  Institution,  which  led  him  into  the  study  of  the  • 
constitution  of  salts,  and  these  researches,  while  serving 
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to  demonstrate  that  ethers  are  salts  of  organic  radicles, 
were  of  the'  greatest  value  in  establishing  modern  views  on 
atoms  and  molecules,  and  even  in  forwarding  the  ionic 
hypothesis.  Dr.  Williamson  was  advanced  to  the  chair  of 
chemistry  at  University  College  in  1855,  and  retained  the 
position  until  1887,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Sir  William 
Ramsay.  He  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society 
in  1855,  received  a  Royal  medal  in  1862,  and  also  acted  as 
its  Foreign  Secretary  from  1873  to  1889.  He  was  twice 
President  of  the  Chemical  Society,  in  1863-65  and  in 
1869-71,  but  his  connection  with  the  Council  commenced 
in  1850. 

Ybanez. — The  death,  on  April  14,  is  reported  of  Don 
Antonio  Carrasco  e  Ybanez,  founder,  manager,  and  pro- 
prietor of  "El  Memorandum,"  aged  sixty-three  years. 
Don  Ybanez  founded  in  Barcelona  an  important  chemical 
and  pharmaceutical  factory  under  the  style  of  "  Carrasco, 
Nivela  &  Co.,"  and  in  1875  also  founded  the  large  drug- 
house  Vicente  Ferrer  &  Co.,  "El  Memorandum"  being  a 
later  venture. 


Ipcrsonalities. 


Me.  A.  Sidney  Camfkin,  J. P.,  has  been  re-elected  Chair- 
man of  the  Cambridge  Assessment  Committee. 

Mr.  Julian  Hoerell  has  been  unanimously  re-elected 
for  the  fifth  year  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of 
the  Broadstairs  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Frederick  Raimes,  head  of  the  firm  of  Raimes  & 
Co.,  of  Stockton-on-Tees,  has  been  placed  on  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace  for  the  borough  of  Stockton. 

Professor  W.  R.  Dunstan,  F.R.S.,  Director  of  the 
Imperial  Institute,  visited  Egypt  on  his  way  home  from 
Cyprus,  where  he  has  been  making  an  inquiry  on  behalf 
of  the  Colonial  Office. 

In  celebration  of  the  visit  of  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  to  Bradford  a  poetical  effusion,  "To  Clio — the 
Goddess  of  History,"  by  Dr.  Charles  F.  Forshaw,  has 
appeared  in  a  local  paper. 

Dr.  Herbert  J.  Bryan  (son  of  Mr.  John  N.  Bryan, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Belle  Vue,  Chatham  Hill,  and 
for  many  years  in  business  at  Chatham)  has  been  appointed 
police  surgeon  for  Chatham  district. 

Mr.  R.  Deane,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cardiff,  has  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  of  that  borough 
for  gifts  of  an  old  English  puzzle-cap.  a  Staffordshire  cow, 
and  tobacco-pipe  made  at  Nantgarw  about  1851. 

Mr.  Henry  E.  Allen,  LL.B.,  B.A.,  Registrar  of  the 
General  Medical  Council,  was,  at  an  ordinary  general 
meeting  of  the  Convocation  of  the  University  of  London, 
held  May  10,  reappointed  Clerk  to  the  Convocation. 

Mr.  Santos,  of  Messrs.  Santos  and  Jahrling,  of  Manila, 
is  now,  we  understand,  in  this  country.  If  this  should 
meet  his  eye,  we  should  be  glad  if  he  would  communicate 
with  us,  or  perhaps  some  subscriber  may  be  able  to  give 
us  the  information. 

The  Hon.  George  T.  Fulford,  proprietor  of  Dr.  Wil- 
liams's "Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People,"  has  just  concluded 
a  visit  to  London.  Since  he  was  here  before  he  has  been 
round  the  world,  and  has  managed  also  to  attend  to  his 
duties  as  a  Canadian  Senator. 

Mr.  F.  Dixon,  chemist,  of  High  Street,  Ilford,  was 
seriously  injured  in  a  motor-car  accident  on  May  2.  The 
car  in  which  he  was  riding  became  unmanageable,  and  in 
jumping  out  Mr.  Dixon  sustained  slight  concussion  of  the 
brain,  a  fracture  of  the  base  of  the  skull,  and  had  his  face 
badly  cut. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bethnal  Green  Board  of  Guardians 
on  April  26,  Mr.  A.  P.  Barnard  was  re-elected  represen- 
tative of  the  Guardians  on  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board,  and  a  special  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously 
accorded  for  his  services  on  the  Asylums  Board  during 
the  past  nine  years.  Mr.  Barnard,  who  is  senior  partner 
of  the  firm  of  Barnard  &  Son,  chemists,  88  Columbia 


Road,  Bethnal  Green,  has  been  a  Guardian  for  twenty-one 
years,  and  at  the  election  in  March  last  was  returned  at 
the  top  of  the  poll. 


The  Vinolia  Company  (Limited)  have  been  awarded  a 
gold  medal  by  the  Glasgow  Industrial  Exhibition  for 
Vinolia  toilet-soaps. 

The  "Frog  in  Your  Throat"  window-display  com- 
petition closes  on  May  30.  Messrs.  John  Morgan  Richards 
&  Sons  (Limited),  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C.,  inform  us 
that  they  have  received  a  great  number  of  photographs, 
but  there  is  still  time  for  others  who  intend  to  compete 
for  the  prizes  to  get  the  camera  in  front  of  their  windows. 

Messrs.  Burge,  Warren  &  Ridgley  (Limited),  of  91 
and  92  Great  Saffron  Hill,  E.G.,  have  issued  a  special 
illustrated  list  to  chemists  with  quotations  for  rubber 
sponges,  sponge-bags,  caps,  &c,  enemas,  water-beds,  and 
other  rubber  goods.  They  are  also  pushing  clinical  ther- 
mometers, dressing-combs,  and  various  other  druggists' 
sundries. 

Royal  Standard  Dey-plates. — We  have  received  samples 
of  the  new  "Royal  Standard"  dry-plates,  which  Messrs. 
Cadett  &  Neall  (Limited),  Ashtead,  are  placing  on  the 
market.  The  prices  at  which  the  plates  sell  are  the  popu- 
lar ones — Is.  for  quarter-plate  and  2s.  3d.  for  half-plate. 
|  We  shall  refer  to  these  plates  again  when  we  have  practic- 
ally tested  them. 

Photographic  Catalogue. — We  have  now  before  us  a 
copy  of  the  complete  catalogue  of  photographic  apparatus 
issued  by  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Victoria  Bridge,  Manchester,  to  which  we  referred 
some  time  ago.  The  list  is  nicely  produced,  and  includes 
all  the  new  patterns  in  cameras  which  this  company  have 
introduced  for  the  1904  season. 

Trips  to  Scotland  by  steamer  have  of  recent  years 
become  exceedingly  popular.  We  have  pleasure,  there- 
fore, in  calling  attention  to  an  announcement  of  Messrs. 
M.  Langlands  &  Sons,  10  Rumford  Place,  Liverpool,  who  • 
run  excellent  steamers  twice  a  week  from  Liverpool  to 
Aberdeen  and  Dundee,  enabling  passengers  to  see  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  in  the  country.  All  particulars  can- 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  firm. 

A  War-map  of  Japan,  Korea,  and  China  has  just  been 
published  by  Messrs.  Edward  Cook  &  Co.  (Limited),  the- 
soap  specialists,  Bow,  E.  It  folds  up  to  go  in  the- 
pocket,  and  is  so  clear  that  one  sees  at  a  glance  the  locali- 
ties where  operations  are  proceeding.  It  contains,  besides,, 
many  pertinent  facts  about  the  opposing  nations.  Messrs. 
Cook  have  issued  the  map  as  an  advertising  novelty,  and 
any  C.  <£■  D.  subscriber  who  has  not  got  a  copy  will  get 
one  on  writing  to  Bow. 

Photographic  Lists. — Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons, 
Camera  House,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C.,  send  us  copies 
of  their  new  price-lists  of  photographic  apparatus.  The 
larger  one,  a  stout  little  volume  of  some  560  pages,  is  for 
dealers'  use,  and  the  smaller  one,  of  128  pages,  is  for 
distribution  to  customers.  The  latter  is  supplied  with 
name  and  address  printed  on  at  cheap  rates,  and  is  an 
excellent  way  of  booming  the  photographic  department. 
'  Messrs.  Butcher  ask  us  to  say  that  they  will  be  glad  to 
send  copies  of  these  lists  to  chemists  who  have  not  yet 
seen  them. 

Tidman's  Sea  Salt  in  penny  packets  strikes  us  as  some- 
thing that  there  ought  to  be  a  large  sale  for,  as  each 
packet  contains  just  enough  for  a  child's  bath,  and  that 
is  what  most  mothers  want.  The  same  packet  suffices  for 
a  foot-bath  for  a  grown-up  person — a  style  of  using 
"  Tidman "  which  is  specially  appreciated  by  those  of  a 
gouty  or  rheumatic  tendency,  and  by  footsore  wayfarers 
generally.  The  penny  packets  are  put  up  in  outers  of 
one  dozen,  with  hinged  lid  labelled  inside  for  display. 
Nice  handbills  go  with  it,  and  all  particulars  can  be  ob- 
tained from  Messrs.  Tidman  &  Son  (Limited),  2  Bushell 
Street,  Wapping,  E. 
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Society  of  <rbemist*©pticians. 


A MEETING  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  the 
objects  and  rules  of  the  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians 
was  held  at  the  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  on  May  11.  There  were  present 
Mr.  C.  J.  G.  Bunker  (Twickenham)  (Chairman),  and 
Messrs.  Blanchford  (Richmond),  Cornish  (South  Totten- 
ham). Harcombe  Cuff  (New  Southgate),  Higgs  (Kingston- 
on-Thames),  Maskew  (Clacton-on-Sea),  F.  A.  Stooke  (New- 
Brompton),  Wallace  (Northallerton),  and  Woolley  (Hon. 
Secretary  pro  tern.).  Letters  apologising  for  absence  were 
received  from  Messrs.  Bennett  (Stockport),  Curtis  (Stroud 
Green),  Fairburn  (Northallerton),  Gibson  (Hexham), 
Phillips  (Chesham),  and  Tocher  (Glasgow),  the  suggestions 
contained  in  these  letters  were,  however,  noted,  along  with 
others  received  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  received  a  further 
batch  of  applications  for  membership,  and  it  was  arranged 
that  all  correspondents  should  receive  notice  of  the  next 
public  meeting. 

The  letter  addressed  to  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company 
as  a  result  of  the  meeting  on  April  25,  outlining  the  con- 
cessions to  chemists  which  it  is  desirable  shall  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Court  of  the  Company,  was  read  and 
approved  of. 

The  objects  and  rules  of  the  Society  were  then  con- 
sidered, and  the  rules  finally  passed  for  presentation  at  a 
general  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Viaduct 
Hotel,  E.C.,  on  June  2.  It  was  decided  that  the  name  of 
the  Society  be  the  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians,  and  that 
the  membership  be  open  to  registered  chemists  in  all  parts 
of  the  British  Empire  who  are  also  either  qualified  by  some 
recognised  optical  body  or  can  produce  proof  that  they 
have  been  engaged  in  the  dispensing  or  supply  of  spectacles. 

The  subscription  of  members  was  fixed  at  5s.,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  admit  "assistants  of  the  Society"  at  a  sub- 
scription of  2.s.  6d.  Power  is  to  be  given  to  elect  honorary 
members.  The  affairs  of  the  Society  are  to  be  administered 
by  a  Council  of  twenty-one  members,  who  appoint  from 
amongst  themselves  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  and 
a  Treasurer.  The  Secretary  is  also  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Council. 


Westminster  Misoom. 

{From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.') 


Ankylostomiasis. 
A  report  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Boycott,  M.B.,  B.Sc,  on  the 
diagnosis  of  ankylostoma  infecticn,  with  special  reference 
to  the  examination  of  the  blood,  was  laid  cn  the  Common 
table  on  Wednesday  by  the  Home  Secretary. 

TUEERCULOSIS  REPORT. 

Mr.  Field  'asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  Wednesday  when  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  bovine  tuberculosis  is  likely  to  be  issued, 
-and  Mr.  Walter  Long  replied  that  he  believed  the  Royal 
Commission  does  not  expect  to  be  able  to  make  their  final 
report  for  a  considerable  time ;  but  he  understood  that 
they  now  proposed  to  make  an  interim  report  before 
Whitsuntide. 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Bill. 

In  Committee  the  clause  dealing  with  weights  and  scales 
used  in  post-offices  has  been  rejected. 

Arsenical  Poisoning. 

Sir  Cuthbert  Quilter  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  Thursday  whether  the  conference 
between  representatives  of  the  Government  Departments 
concerned  has  yet  taken  place,  and  whether  he  was  in  a 
position  to  announce  what  course  he  proposes  to  adopt  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Arsenical  Poisoning,  more  especially  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  against  the  use  of  injurious  in- 
gredients in  beer  and  the  fixing  of  a  standard  of  purity. 
Mr.  Walter  Long,  who  replied  to  the  question,  said  that 
some  preliminary  questions  had  had  to  be  considered 
before  any  conference  could  take  place.  They  were  now, 
however,  receiving  his  attention,  and  he  hoped  to  arrive 
at  a  decision  upen  them  very  shortly. 


association  Ballaos. 


The  Purpose. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  'polite,  joes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treach'rous  icevk — 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 


XVIII.    DUMFRIES.  y 

Maxwelltoon  braes  are  bonnie, 

But  Dumfries  is  bonnie,  too, 
An'  it's  there  ye'll  meet  wi'  brithers 

Sae  staunch,  an'  leal,  an'  true.  ' 

They  work  baith  leal  an'  true 

For  th'  guid  o'  pharmacee,  ; 
For  yer  braw  Dumfriesshire  brithers  Q 

Hae  their  trials — like  you  an'  me. 

Though  they  meet  but  unco  seldom, 

Yet  naething  jouks  them  bye,  j  j 

For  their  een  an'  lugs  are  open; 

An'  they  hae  a  cautious  wye, 

They've  sic  a  cautious  wye, 

O'  waitin'  till  they  see, 
Jist  a  wee  bit  canty  openin' 

An'  they  close  it  instantlee. 

Noo  there's  Daniel,  Johnston,  Gibbon, 

An'  Allan,  Torr,  —an'  Reid, 
He's  the  man  we  Scots  ca'  Jamie, 

An'  Jeames  can  pen  a  screed, 

He  can  pen  an  unco  screed 

On  onything  ava, 
An'  a  geyan  siccar  man  is  Jamie, 

Wi'  opeenions  ane  or  twa. 

The  broom  on  th'  braes  is  bonnie, 

An'  pearly  hangs  th'  dew, 
But  th'  Bill,  an'  th'  Craft,  an'  Titles 

Are  mair  tae  me  an'  you, 

Tae  Jeames,  an'  me,  an'  you, 

An'  it  fairly  seems  tae  me 
If  we've  neither  Bill,  nor  Craft,  nor  Titles, 

We  may  lay  us  doon — an'  dee. 


IRcw  Boors. 


Collie,  A.  The  Infectivity  of  Enteric  Fever.  8£x53. 
Pp.  47.    Is.  6(7.  net.    (J.  Wright  &  Co.,  Bristol.) 

Cooke,  M.  C.  One  Thousand  Objects  for  the  Microscope. 
Hints  on  Mounting.  500  figures.  7^x4^.  Pp.  192.  Is.  net. 
(Warne.) 

Crinon  C.  Bevue  des  Medicaments  JS'ouveaux.  11th 
ed.  6^x4^.  Pp.  432.  4f.  (Rueff,  106  Boulevard  St.-Ger- 
main,  Paris.) 

[This  is  the  annual  revision  of  a  well-known  French  work 
on  new  remedies,  useful  alike  to  medical  men  and  phar- 
macies. It  includes  such  up-to-date  drugs  as  tachiol,  pur- 
gin,  and  veronal,  but  takes  note  of  such  remedies  as  apiol, 
the  salts  of  lithia,  and  podophyllin,  which  are  not  official 
in  the  French  Codex.  The  arrangement  is  alphabetical 
and  convenient  for  reference.] 

Julian,  H.  F.,  Smart,  E.  Cyaniding  Gold  and  Silver 
Ores:  Practical  Treatise  on  Cyanide  Process.  Illus.  9ix6&. 
Pp.  426.    21s.  net.  (Griffin.) 

Medical  Annual:  Year-Book  of  Treatment  and  Practi- 
tioners' Index,  1904.    Cr.  8vo.    7s.  6d.  net.  (Simpkin.) 

Phillips,  C.  D.  F.  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacology  and 
Therapeutics.    8Jx5^.    Pp.  921.    21s.  (Longmans.) 

Sawver  J.  Contributions  to  Practical  Medicine.  4th 
ed.,  revised  and  added  to.  Pp.  227.  71  x  5.  3s.  net. 
(Cornish  Bros.,  Birmingham.) 

Sawyer,  J.  Insomnia:  its  Causes  and  Cure.  Pp.  66. 
71x5.    Is'.  3d.  net.    (Cornish  Bros.,  Birmingham.) 

Swithinbank,  H.,  and  Newman,  G.  Bacteriology  of  Mill: 
Special  Chapters  by  Dr.  Newman  on  Spread  of  Disease 
bv  Milk  and  Control  of  Milk-supply.  78  Illus.,  Maps, 
Charts,  &c.    9}xb\.    Pp.  626.    25s.  net.  (Murray.) 

Schultz,  G.,  and  Julius,  P.  Systematic  Survey  of  Organic 
Colouring-matters.  2nd.  ed.  Rev.  by  A.  G.  Green.  4to. 
21s.  net.  (Macmillan.) 
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Observations  ano  IReflecttcms. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Report 

depends  for  its  in- 
terest principally  on  its  central  paragraph,  entitled  "  Par- 
Hamentary."  Many  of  us  were  anxious  to  see  whether 
there  were  any  signs  of  irresolution  at  headquarters.  The 
report  is  not  perhaps  so  adamantine  as  it  might  have  been, 
but  we  could  hardly  have  expected  that  an  official  state- 
ment would  be  a  Proclamation  or  a  Bill  of  Eights.  It 
tells  us,  however,  that  negotiations  are  proceeding  between 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  Privy  Council,  and 
with  this  information  before  us  it  would  be  idle  to  assume 
that  the  position  was  not  critical.  Nor  can  I  read  the 
hope  that  the  wishes  of  the  Council  may  be  embodied  in 
the  Government  measure  "as  far  as  practicable"  without 
a  feeling  approaching  dismay.  It  is  not  difficult  to  pre- 
dict where  the  "practicable"  will  stop  if  Whitehall  has 
the  fixing  of  the  line.  There  can  be  no  objection  to  the 
Privy  Council  adopting  as  many  of  our  clauses  as  they 
may  care  for,  so  long  as  no  condition  is  based  thereon 
involving  the  abandonment  of  the  rest,  or  the  withdrawal 
of  opposition  to  other  clauses  which  the  Bill  may  comprise, 
but  of  which  we  may  not  approve. 

Chemists  are  More  United 

at  this  moment  on  what  the 
report  calls  "  the  principle  of  the  Bill,"  which  I  take  to 
he  a  euphemism  for  Clause  7,  than  they  have  ever  been  on 
any  principle  or  policy  that  I  can  remember.  They  con- 
sider they  have  been  treated  with  injustice;  they  have 
formulated  their  demand  for  a  rectification  of  their  posi- 
tion, and  on  this  they  are  unanimous;  they  are  thirsting 
for  a  fight ;  win  or  lose,  this  is  what  they  crave  after,  and 
the  Privy  Council's  intervention  will  at  least  gratify  this 
carnal  passion.  I  am  not  at  all  so  sure  as  some  people  are 
that  if  this  fight  should  come  off,  we  should  inevitably 
lose.  We  should  certainly  not  have  a  walk  over.  The 
report  says  sagely  enough  that  the  antagonism  of  un- 
qualified traders  was  to  be  expected.  More  than  that,  it 
was  to  be  hoped  for  :  the  Bill  would  have  been  utterly 
devoid  of  any  so-called  principle  if  it  had  had  no  sting  for 
them.  The  amiable  presumption  that  the  six  blocking 
notices  against  the  Bill  have  been  conceived  "under  a 
misapprehension  of  the  objects  the  Council  has  in  view  " 
must  be  a  little  gleam  of  humour.  The  honourable  repre- 
sentatives of  the  unqualified  traders  are  under  no  mis- 
apprehension ;  they  at  least  have  been  abundantly  educated 
in  regard  to  our  intentions,  and  it  would  be  a  mere  waste 
of  time  and  dinners  to  try  to  convince  or  convert  them.  I 
am  a.ware  that  the  union  of  the  trade  on  any  purpose  is 
far  enough  from  being  all  that  is  needed  to  accomplish  the 
object  in  view,  but  it  is  the  first  essential.  Evidence  of 
the  earnest  decision  now  prevalent  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that 

No  Council  Candidate 

has  so  far  appeared  as  the  champion 
of  what  I  have  heard  described  as  "a  statesmanlike 
policy/'  which  always  means  a  policy  of  compromise.  Only 
one  candidate  even  mentions  the  word,  and  he  makes  it 
quite  dear  that  what  he  understands  by  compromise  is 
what  some  politicians  refer  to  as  Irish  reciprocity.  Un- 
fortunately, the  Privy  Council  attach  a  similar  meaning 
to  the  term.  What,  then,  is  the  poor  voter  to  do,  if  such 
a  one  exists,  who  really  wants  to  barter  Clause  7  for 
»aiaething  else — say.  for  a  curriculum  ?    Is  there  no  pre- 


sent member  of  the  Council  now  seeking  re-election  who 
shares  his  desire  ?  There  may  be,  but  I  doubt  if  there  is 
one  who  would  care  to  risk  his  chances  by  the  open  declara- 
tion of  such  a  policy. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Victoria 

some  twenty  years 

ago  assumed  and  adopted  for  itself  the  title  of  the  "  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Australasia."  It  justified  the  com- 
prehensive claim  indicated  by  this  style  by  the  explanation 
that  some  of  its  members  were  resident  in  the  other  Austral- 
asian Colonies ;  but  as  some  were  occasionally  to  be  found 
in  Great  Britain,  and  as  subscriptions  would  doubtless 
have  been  accepted  from  Cape  Town  or  Hong-Kong,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  reason  why  it  should  not  have  described 
itself  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  British  Empire. 
Latterly,  however,  there  has  been  a  serious  movement  in 
Australia  towards  reciprocity,  and  the  Melbourne  title  has 
been  a  real,  though  perhaps  a  sentimental,  stumbling-block. 
At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  therefore,  one 
member  moved  that  the  Society  should  revert  to  its 
original  name.  This  was  ultimately  carried,  though  the 
members  of  the  Council  present  (bar  one)  opposed  it — - 
principally,  it  appeared,  on  the  ground  of  the  expense  the 
change  would  involve,  which  it  was  said  could  be  ill 
afforded  at  present.  Probably  the  Council  will  consider 
that  they  have  discretion  as  to  the  time  when  they  must 
carry  into  effect  the  instruction  given  to  them.  This 
episode  is  in  some  degree  paralleled  in  the  London 
Chemists'  Association,  where 
The  Member  for  Fleet  Street 

proposes  to  ask  the  Federa- 
tion of  Local  Associations  to  create  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  combining  all  its  constituent 
Associations  into  one  body  to  be  called  the  National  Society 
of  Chemists  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  do  not  wish  to 
anticipate  Mr.  Pond's  arguments,  far  less  to  controvert 
them  unheard,  but  it  strikes  me  that  the  machinery  sug- 
gested to  effect  the  intention  is  unnecessarily  elaborate,  and 
may  raise  an  unexpected  difficulty.  Would  it  not  be  simpler 
for  the  Association  which  Mr.  Pond  helps  to  rule  to  start 
the  scheme  by  merely  changing  its  own  name  to  the  one  he 
proposes  ?  This  would  at  least  secure  metropolitan  supre- 
macy. If  the  thing  is  left  to  a  Federation  committee,  the 
headquarters  of  the  National  Society  might  quite  likely  be 
established  at  Blackburn,  or  Glasgow,  or  even  at  Dublin. 
Certainly  the  youngest  of  the  Associations  could  hardly 
claim  the  distinction. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Maclagan, 

who  expounded  the  true  character  of 
rheumatism  "as  belonging  to  the  miasmatic  rather  than  to 
the  eruptive  class  of  fevers,"  and  to  whom  is  due  the 
adoption  of  salicin  as  its  specific  remedy,  gets  a  glowing 
tribute  in  the  May  number  of  the  "Nineteenth  Century" 
from  the  pens  of  the  Editor  (Sir  James  Knowles)  and  Sir 
William  Broadbent.  Sir  James  endorses  the  opinion  of  a 
medical  journalist  who,  in  an  obituary  notice  last  year, 
classed  Maclagan  with  the  discoverers  of  anaesthetics,  and 
claimed  for  him  a  statue.  Sir  William  Broadbent  is  also 
highly  appreciative.  He  rightly  points  out  that  the  credit 
due  to  Maclagan  is  all  the  more  deserved  from  the  fact 
that  it  was  in  the  intervals  of  his  work  as  a  family 
physician,  without  the  opportunities  of  a  professional 
investigator,  that  he  made  his  invaluable  observations. 
His  practice,  extensive  though  it  was,  remarks  Sir  William, 
with  a  touch  of  acid  in  his  ink,  might  perhaps  have  been 
larger  if  he  had  not  been  so  absolutely  free  as  he  was  from 
every  trace  of  charlatanism.    For  whom  is  this  intended  1 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


Ct*  "Sanltas"  Co.,  £lm., 

arc  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANTAS"  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"Soldis,"  "Okol,"   "Cpeoelde,"  "Oehlor," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Sulphugators."  "Formle  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic  Fumlgators,"  "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitcu"  Pamphlet  and  "Bow  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  tent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE  "  SifflTAS"  CO,,  Ltd,,  Bettmal  Green,  LOUDON,  E. 

Mascara  Tablets." 

Or.  2.   Sugar  Coated. 

Bottles  of  25,  24/=  per  gross 
Bottles  of  100,    6/  =  per 

Carriage  Paid. 
Send  for  Samples  and  Price  List. 

STANDARD  TABLET  CO. 

HOVE,  SUSSEX. 


MILNE'S  DOUBLE  CYANIDE  GAUZE 

(Lister's  Guaranteed). 

MILNE'S  BATTIST, 

The  only  genuine  make. 

MILNE'S  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  BANDAGES 

In  handsomely  Decorated  Tins. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 
THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LTD. 

Wilson  Street,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E.  [2] 


GS- 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  owt. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

17/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA1 

18/  cwt. 

EPSOM    SALTS,  E.S  S 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/efV 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE    EARTH  " 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ cwt.  | 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lows  t.  Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/.10if 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

if  CABRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of 
London  (or  allowance  made  (or  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  deli- 
vered free  on  rail  London  at  above  prioes. 

JEWSBURY  & 

BROWN'S  ^ 
Mineral 
waters. 

Ardwick  Green,  Manchester. 


SPRATT'S  PATENT 

DOG 

  CAKES. 

Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT'S  PATENT,  LTJ5: 

24  &  25  Fenchurch  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 

PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  In  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  gi an;  of  Letters  Patent, 
whioh  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drag  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
aa  inolusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
(broad.  Advice  in  the  first  instance  free.   Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


"  Commercial  Intelligence." 

A  White  Paper  containing  a  report  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
by  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Commercial  Intelligence 
with  reference  to  their  proceedings  has  just  been  issued 
as  a  basis  for  considering  the  continuance  of  the  depart- 
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ment.  It  may  be  remembered  that  in  1897  (see  C.  <£•  D., 
September  11,  1897,  page  460)  the  Board  of  Trade  ap- 
pointed a  Departmental  Committee  to  inquire  and  report 
as  to  the  best  means  of  collecting  and  promptly  dissem- 
inating accurate  information  on  commercial  matters,  and 
of  collecting  and  exhibiting  samples  of  goods  of  foreign 
origin  competing  with  British  goods.  The  Committee 
recommended,  inter  alia,  the  establishment  of  an  office  to 
take  charge  for  the  purpose  indicated,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  further  committee  to  advise  the  Board  of  Trade 
as  to  the  work  of  this  office.  The  members,  it  was  sug- 
gested, should  be  representatives  of  commercial  interests 
and  of  various  Government  Departments,  and  they  should 
have  at  their  command  an  annual  subsidy  from  the  Im- 
perial Exchequer.  The  late  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  was  the 
first  Chairman,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Alfred  Bate- 
man.  Colonial  interests  have  been  watched  by  Lord 
Strathcona,  and  commercial  interests  by  Lord  Avebury, 
Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Professor  Wyndham  Dunstan,  and  other 
authorities.  When  the  question  of  "grant  in  aid"  was 
considered  by  the  Exchequer  they  only  allowed  1,000/. 
per  annum  for  five  years,  to  enable  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee to  conduct  special  inquiries  abroad.  This  amount, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  carefully  expended,  and 
the  Committee  now  report  progress.  Their  first  business 
was  to  bring  the  existence  of  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
branch  under  the  notice  of  the  commercial  public,  both 
in  this  country  and  in  India  and  the  Colonies ;  and,  as 
showing  that  they  have  been  successful,  it  is  pointed  out 
that  during  1900,  1.244  inquiries  on  commercial  subjects 
were  addressed  to  the  branch,  and  in  1903  the  number 
had  risen  nearly  threefold — to  3,599.  The  preparation 
and  publication  of  the  "Board  of  Trade  Journal"  is  one 
of  the  chief  functions  of  the  branch,  and  it  was  on  the 
Departmental  Committee's  suggestion  that  it  was  eventu- 
ally published  weekly  instead  of  monthly.  The  appoint- 
ment of  the  commercial  missions  to  Siberia  and  Persia, 
to  obtain  a  full  report  on  matters  of  interest  to  British 
trade  and  enterprise  in  those  countries,  was  another  im- 
portant item  in  the  work.  It  may  be  remembered  that 
Mr.  H.  Cooke,  British  Commercial  Agent  at  Moscow, 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Maclean,  late  of  the  Imperial  Bank  at 
Teheran,  were  appointed  to  the  posts.  Mr.  Maclean, 
however,  extended  his  commission  to  Muscat  on  the 
Persian  Gulf,  and  we  understand  that  general  reports 
from  these  ambassadors  of  commerce  are  now  in  the  press. 
Other  work  of  the  Committee  has  been  the  appointment 
of  five  trade  correspondents  in  South  Africa  who  are  to 
answer,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  inquiries  addressed  to 
them  by  the  Intelligence  Branch  or  by  individual  traders, 
report  change  in  Customs  duties  and  Customs  regulations 
and  in  commercial  legislation  generally,  and  so  on.  In 
view  of  the  revival  of  trade  in  South  Africa  following 
the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the  Board  sent  out  Mr.  Birch- 
enough,  and  although  he  did  not  go  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Committee,  advantage  was  taken  of  his  visit  to 
include  in  his  instructions  a  reference  to  the  selection  of 
the  trade  correspondents  mentioned.  These  arrangements 
with  trade  correspondents  are  quite  tentative,  and  are 
likely  to  cease  unless  the  grant  in  aid  is  largely  increased. 
The  Committee  have  also  devoted  a  considerable  amount 
of  time  to  the  new  German  Customs  tariff  enacted  in 
December,  1902,  the  new  Russian  Customs  tariff  enacted 
in  January,  1903,  the  proposed  new  Austro-Hungarian 
tariff,  the  new  Swiss  tariff,  and  the  proposed  tariffs  of 
Roumania  and  the  Netherlands.  Finally,  reference  is 
made  to  the  complexities  of  the  position  in  regard  to 
impending  changes  in  foreign  tariffs,  the  fluctuations  of 


our  foreign  trade,  and  the  exigencies  of  competition,  and 
these  factors  in  themselves  warrant  the  confident  belief 
that  not  only  will  the  Committee  be  reappointed  in  1905, 
when  their  term  of  office  expires,  but  that  they  will  be  pro- 
vided with  funds  more  adequate  for  the  efficient  discharge 
of  their  important  duties.  The  report,  it  may  be  mentioned, 
contains  comparative  statements  of  the  existing  and  pro- 
posed new  rates  of  German,  Russian,  and  Austro-Hun- 
garian import- duties  on  articles  of  British  produce  and 
manufacture,  which  appear  to  be  principally  affected.  We 
dare  say  it  may  fairly  be  considered  that  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Committee  have  justified  their  existence  at 
1,000£.  a  year,  but  it  is  open  to  question  whether  British  trade 
does  not  require  something  more  than  a  graft  like  this  to 
secure  that  their  interests  are  efficiently  safeguarded  and 
promoted  by  the  Government  Department  to  which  they 
are  entrusted.  What  is  particularly  required  is  to  put  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  charge  of  a  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Intelligence,  and  make  the  Board  shed  itself  of  those 
functions  which  more  properly  pertain  to  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  nation's  commercial  matters  can 
only  be  looked  after  by  commercial  men,  and  these  are 
debarred  by  the  conditions  of  the  Government  service 
from  active  participation  in  the  work,  which  is  thus  left 
to  gentlemen  of  academic  distinction  or  political  influence 
— qualities  which  are  no  more  pertinent  to  dealing  with 
commercial  matters  than  they  are  for  massing  a  pill. 

In  the  Multitude 

of  councillors  there  is  wisdom.  How  far  this  applies 
to  the  potential-pharmaceutical  as  well  as  the  actual  coun- 
cillors we  shall  not  venture  to  say,  but  we  do  not  feel 
much  "forrader"  by  the  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade 
Association  effort.  The  Association  meant  well  by  putting 
each  of  the  thirteen  candidates  in  a  crucible  and  thus 
extracting  from  them  their  views  on  current  topics;  but 
when  candidates  make  the  opportunity  one  for  repetition 
of  their  electoral  addresses  or  soft  and  oracular  answers, 
the  gain  to  spectators  and  voters  has  still  to  be  sought. 
The  Edinburgh  questions  strike  us  as  a  little  diffuse. 
There  is  only  one  question  within  practical  politics  at 
present,  and  that  is  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  so 
as  to  bring  limited  companies  within  their  purview.  The 
Medicine-stamp  Acts  and  division  of  the  Minor  examina- 
tion are  not  critical  questions  of  the  moment,  but  the  com- 
pany matter  is.  The  practically  unanimous  reply  of  the 
thirteen  candidates  is,  therefore,  satisfactory  as  far  as 
it  goes,  but  it  does  not  quite  touch  the  direct  issue,  and 
the  replies  do  not  in  all  cases  give  the  assurance  that  the 
seven  candidates  who  are  returned  will  resolutely  stick 
to  Clause  7  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  oppose  any  Govern- 
ment proposal  which  does  not  include  a  qualified  direc- 
torate as  a  measure  of  company  control.  The  fact  has  to 
be  recognised  that  the  Government  propose  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  poison  law,  and  they  are  willing  to 
take  over  certain  parts  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  carry 
them  through  as  one  measure.  This  means,  as  hinted  in 
the  Council's  annual  report,  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  would 
be  dropped,  and  pharmacists  would  lose  the  opportunity 
of  legislating  on  the  lines  they  desire,  while  they  would 
also  have  the  official  hands  tied  in  regard  to  the  Govern- 
ment's poison  proposals.  The  matter,  therefore,  narrows 
itself  down,  so  far  as  the  candidates  are  concerned,  into 

l  getting  them  to  declare  "yea"  or  "  nay,"  Will  you  sup- 
port the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  oppose  the  Government  pro- 

i  posals  as  to  free  trade  in  poisons?  The  reports  which 
we  have  received  from  provincial  centres  during  the  past 
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few  weeks  show  that  the  gravity  of  the  position  is  realised, 
and  new  candidates  have  been  selected  for  support  who 
are  emphatic  upon  this  point.  We  are  not  sanguine  that 
next  week's  poll  will  alter  the  complexion  of  affairs 
materially,  but  it  should  at  least  be  of  such  a  character 
that  the  reconstituted  Council  will  not  sacrifice  principle 
to  expediency. 


Irish  Workhouse  Drugs. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  for  1903,  which  was  recently  issued,  expresses  the 
hope  that  the  precaution  taken  of  requiring  the  name  of 
a  manufacturer  of  repute  to  be  plainly  stamped  on  medical 
and  surgical  requisites  will  ensure  the  supply  of  the 
highest  quality  of  medical  instruments.  The  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  analyses  of  the  drug-samples,  it  is 
stated,  worked  out  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The 
duties  of  the  analysts  have  been  carefully  performed,  and 
their  certificates  much  more  promptly  furnished  than  in 
previous  years.  The  schedule  of  suggested  standards  for 
pharmacopoeia!  preparations  has  been  favourably  received 
as  being  sound  in  principle  and  in  accordance  with  prac- 
tical experience.  The  standards  have  secured  uniformity 
in  the  treatment  of  samples  by  the  analysts,  and  have 
proved  of  great  assistance  in  the  keeping  of  records  of 
analytical  results.  The  number  of  samples  of  drugs 
analysed  during  the  year  was  9,868,  being  1,950  more  than 
in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  samples,  368,  or  5.73  per 
cent.,  were  found  to  be  more  or  less  below  standard;  but 
in  most  instances  the  deficiency  was  slight.  The  per- 
centage of  deficient  samples  in  the  previous  year  was  3.95. 
In  former  years  the  most  general  reason  for  the  rejection 
of  galenical  preparations  by  the  analysts  was  deficiency  in 
alcohol,  but  the  experience  of  the  past  year  has  been  that 
the  alcoholic  strengths  of  these  preparations  were  not 
only  well  above  the  minima  laid  down,  but  in  most 
instances  were  above  the  percentages  which  might  be 
expected  from  well-made  preparations.  Out  of  2,697 
samples  of  tinctures,  only  eighteen  were  reported  as 
deficient  in  alcohol.  Deficiency  of  extractive  or  deficiency 
or  excess  of  alkaloids  caused  the  greater  number  of  un- 
favourable reports.  The  inorganic  salts,  and  the  other 
chemicals,  were  again  found  to  be  well  up  to  the  phar- 
macopoeial standards  of  purity.  The  medicine  contractors 
have,  speaking  generally,  carried  out  their  contracts  satis- 
factorily. It  was  necessary,  however,  in  eleven  Unions 
to  caution  contractors ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  in  forty- 
eight  Unions  there  was  not  a  single  complaint  during  the 
year.  As  in  previous  years,  all  the  requisitions  for  medi- 
cines and  for  medical  and  surgical  appliances  have  been 
carefully  scrutinised  in  connection  with  the  claims  for 
recoupment,  and  where  there  has  been  any  apparent  ex- 
travagance or  irregularity,  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  matter.  It  was  necessary  to  order  an  inquiry  on  oath 
into  the  question  of  the  medicine  expenditure  in  one  case, 
and,  as  the  result  of  the  investigation,  recoupment  was 
disallowed  on  a  sum  of  V2.ll.  lis.,  which  the  L.G.B.  held 
to  have  been  excessive,  and  in  addition  a  further  sum  of 
121/.  was  refunded  to  the  Guardians  by  the  contractor  as 
overpayment  on  extras. 

Repeating  Prescriptions. 

The  correspondence  on  this  subject  which  recently 
appeared  in  the  "British  Medical  Journal"  has  cul- 
minated in  the  following  report  by  the  Medico-Legal  Com- 
mittee of  the  British  Medical  Association  : 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  construction  of  a 
prescription  should  be  such  that  the  prescriber  retains  the 
power  of  deciding  how  often  it  shall  be  taken. 

The  necessity  of  this  is  obvious,  since  a  prescription  when 


handed  to  a  patient  becomes  the  property  of  the  patient, 
and  if  no  limit  is  expressed  by  the  prescriber,  the  prescrip- 
tion may  be  made  up  indefinitely. 

The  committee  would  therefore  recommend  : 

1.  That  the  prescriber  should  state  on  the  prescription  that 
"  This  prescription  shall  be  dispensed     times  only." 

2.  That  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the  dispenser  to 
stamp  each  prescription  every  time  that  it  is  dispensed,  with 
the  date  of  such  dispensing. 

3.  That  in  every  case  in  which  a  prescription  shall,  as 
shown  by  the  date  stamped  thereon  in  accordance  with  the 
foregoing  recommendation,  have  already  been  dispensed  for 
the  number  of  times  indicated  by  the  prescriber,  and  in 
every  case  in  which  the  period  indicated  by  the  prescriber 
for  the  repetition  shall  have  expired,  it  should  be  the  duty 
of  every  qualified  dispenser  to  whom  such  a  prescription 
may  be  submitted  for  dispensing,  to  refuse  to  dispense  the 
same. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  would  only  be  possible 
to  carry  out  the  foregoing  recommendations  by  alteration  of 
existing  legislation. 

The  committee  desires  further  to  recommend  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  be  approached  with  a  view  to  a 
conference  on  the  subject. 

This  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Council,  who 
mention  it  in  their  annual  report  for  discussion  at  Oxford. 

The  Sale  of  Vaseline. 

Since  the  latter  section  of  this  issue  went  to  press  we 
have  received  from  a  subscriber  the  following  statement 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  regard- 
ing the  sale  of  vaseline  : 
23279.  S. 

1904. 

Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C. 
23rd  April,  1904. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.  I  am  directed 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you  that  they 
understand  that  "  Vaseline  "  is  a  pure  drug,  and  if  so  that 
it  may  be  sold  unstamped  by  duly  qualified  chemists  and 
druggists,  and  by  persons  holding  a  patent-medicine  licence, 
but  it  cannot  be  sold  by  unlicensed  or  unqualified  persons. 

The  reason  for  this  is  that  vaseline  has  been  the  subject 
of  letters  patent.  See  the  C.  <£•  D.  Diary,  1904,  page  292, 
§27,  where  we  say  the  provision  "is  neglected";  but  this 
statement  must  now  be  deleted.  The  interpretation  also 
applies  to  the  sale  of  lanolin,  antipyrin,  phenacetin,  and 
other  entire  drugs  which  have  been  or  are  patented. 

Medical  Support. 

We  referred  a  fortnight  since  (see  page  677)  to  two 
matters  of  pharmaceutical  interest  which  are  to  be  con- 
sidered at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Medical 
Council  to  be  held  in  Oxford  this  summer.  We  now  find 
that  the  annual  report  by  the  Council  contains  the  follow- 
ing references  to  pharmacy  law  : 

The  attention  of  the  Association  having  been  drawn  to 
the  proposals  of  the  Departmental  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council  for  making  certain  changes  in  Schedule  A  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  of  the 
Association  would  be  contrary  to  the  public  interest,  as  tend- 
ing to  diminish  the  safeguards  provided  by  the  present  law 
concerning  the  sale  of  poisons,  representations  on  the  sub- 
ject have  been  made  by  your  Council  to  the  Privy  Council. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  having  communicated  to  the 
Association  the  text  of  certain  amendments  which  it  was 
proposed  to  introduce  into  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  promoted  by 
the  Society,  in  order  to  remove  the  objections  entertained 
by  the  medical  profession  to  the  Bill  as  formerly  drafted., 
the  Medico-Political  Committee  has  carefully  considered  the 
amended  Bill,  and  the  committee  having  reported  that  the 
position  of  the  medical  profession  is  not  prejudicially 
affected,  your  Council  has  decided  to  support  the  Bill  when 
introduced  into  Parliament. 

,  Your  Council  has  expressed  sympathy  with  a  communica- 
ition  addressed  by  the  Public  Dispensers'  Association  to  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  concerning  the 
'necessity  of  employing  fully  qualified  dispensers  in  public 
institutions. 

The  support  of  the  British  Medical  Association  ought  to 
be  of  great  value  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  in  their 
efforts  to  get  the  Government  to  recognise  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  principle  of  the  Poison  Committee's  report  will 
be  against  the  interests  of  the  people  as  a  whole. 
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THIS  week  Hengler's  Circus  in  Argyle  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  has  been  given  over  to  the  votaries  of 
pharmacy,  the  occasion  being  the  tenth  annual  exhibition 
promoted  by  the  "  British  and  Colonial  Druggist."  When 
the  Exhibition  opened  at  noon  on  Monday  everything  was 
well  forward — indeed,  practically  complete — and  the  hall 
had  an  attractive  appearance.  This  year's  Exhibition  is 
characterised  by  photographic  development,  the  whole  of 
the  Second  gallery  being  devoted  to  an  exhibition  of  com- 
petition photographs,  and  to  exhibits  by  photographic 
firms.  Otherwise  the  Exhibition  retains  its  old  features, 
but  we  have  endeavoured  to  pick  out  from  the  exhibits 
those  matters  which  retain  their  interest  after  the 
Exhibition  closes  on  Friday,  May  13  : 

Armour  &  Co.  (Limited)  are  exhibiting  their  laboratory 
products,  of  which  suprarenalin  is  the  most  recent,  on  the 
lower  floor,  while  their  toilet-soap  exhibit  is  in  one  of  the 
galleries.  The  latest  in  toilet-soaps  is  the  "passion" 
series.  "Virgin  violet"  is  a  high-class  soap  also,  and  all 
are  daintily  produced.  Copies  of  the  ninth  edition  of 
"Armour's  Formulary"  are  being  given  away. 

The  Automatic  Sight- testing  and  Optical  Supply 
Company  introduce  a  novel  stock-trial  case.  The  spectacle- 
lenses  in  this  case  can  be  used  both  for  sight-testing  and 
for  putting  into  frames.  This  company  are  also  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  Bridge  Lee  "Iris"  orthoptic  spectacles 
for  shooting.  The  eyepiece  is  fitted  with  an  iris  diaphragm 
and  amber  glass. 

Baiss  Brothers  &  S ievenson  (Limited)  occupy  a  central 
position  in  a  tasty  green-and-white  decorated  stand.  The 
exhibit  is  devoted  mainly  to  the  firm's  emulsion  of  cod- 
liver  oil,  the  permanency  of  which  is  by  this  time  pro- 
verbial. The  emulsion  is  supplied  with  two  varieties  of 
labels,  so  that  chemists  living  near  each  other  may,  whilst 
selling  the  same  article,  each  make  the  emulsion  a  speci- 
ality. Packed  drugs  and  perfumery  are  shown  in  the 
central  alcove. 

The  Berkefeld  Filter  Company  (Limited)  show  in  a 
practical  manner  the  effectiveness  of  the  "Berkefeld" 
filter  by  filtering  a  blue  dye  solution,  the  filtrate  of 
which  is  crystal-white.  A  useful  seaside  filter  selling  at 
7s.  6d.  should  take  the  popular  fancy;  and  the  scientist 
will  appreciate  the  small  niters  adaptable  to  laboratory 
beakers. 

John  T.  Burden,  who  has  recently  started  in  business 
on  his  own  account  as  a  manufacturers'  agent,  has  on 
view  the  specialities  of  Messrs.  Tunbridge  and  Wright,  of 
Reading — "Fly-cemeteries,"  "Vampire"  fly-trap,  "  Viko  " 
insect-powder,  Cole's  ointment,  and  Dr.  Mackenzie's 
catarrh-cure.  Mr.  Burden  is  also  City  and  export  agent 
for  Guy's  Tonic  and  for  "Fuo."  The  latter  is  the  regis- 
tered name  adopted  in  England  for  "  Barnangen's  Vade- 
mecum,"  a  Swedish  mouth-wash  elegantly  put  up  with  a 
drop-stopper  attachment. 

W.  Butcher  &  Sons  have  two  exhibits — one  devoted  to 
"  Coxin,"  and  the  other  to  cameras  and  photographic 
requisites.  A  feature  of  the  latter  exhibit  is  a  series  of 
boards  upon  which  are  arranged  the  parts  of  each  camera 
and  shutter,  showing  the  great  number  of  pieces  needed 
to  build  up  cameras.  In  mounts  there  are  some  new 
lines,  such  as  the  "Primus"  postcards,  and  a  series  of 
mounts  with  a  shaded  design.  Specimens  of  work  done 
with  Butcher's  cameras  are  arranged  on  the  wall  near  this 
exhibit. 

Camwal  (Limited)  are  entertaining  largely  in  an  im- 
provised drawing-room  on  the  first  gallery.  Palms, 
screens,  electric  lights  (in  the  shape  of  Camwal  syphons), 
and  the  eloquence  of  Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Groome  and  many 
other  representatives,  all  tend  to  throw  a  glamour  over 
the  Camwal  waters — should  such  a  glamour  be  necessary. 
A  saline  "  Fontalis "  is  now  manufactured,  and  a  pale 
dry  ginger  ale  is  a  pleasant,  cooling,  and  refreshing 
beverage,  with  no  unnecessary  sweetness  to  spoil  the 
suggestion  of  dryness. 

Cheltine  Foods  (Limited)  are  still  increasing  the  varie- 
ties of  their  infants',  invalids',  and  diabetic  foods.  The 
following  kinds  of  infants'  foods  are  now  made  :  (1)  Milk 
Food  No.  1,  for  infants  up  to  three  months  old;  (2)  Milk  | 


Food  No.  2,  for  infants  over  three  and  up  to  six  months  : 
(3)  Malted  Infants'  Food  for  older  children ;  (4)  Maltose 
Food  ;  and  (5)  Other  kinds  packed  as  chemists'  specialities. 
Malted  and  nutrient  milk-chocolate  containing  a  propor- 
tion of  "Cheltine"  food  are  other  well-produced  articles 
for  chemists'  sale. 

Thomas  Christy  &  Co.  are  showing,  among  many  things, 
"Snowdrift  Crystal  Cream" — a  toilet-preparation  with  a 
peculiar  crystalline  appearance.  It  is  prepared  in  two 
varieties — one  containing  witch  hazel,  and  the  other  per- 
fumed with  eau-de-cologne.  The  latter  has  all  the  appearance 
of  a  frozen  eau-de-cologne.  There  is  also  a  new  series  of 
flat  oval-shaped  iridescent  tooth-paste  pots,  a  special  brand 
of  eau-de-cologne  made  and  put  up  by  Messrs.  Christy, 
and  two  other  new  perfumes,  "Bouquet  Japonais "  and 
"  Lilac."  The  medical  novelties  include  a  new  diagnostic 
electric  lamp,  with  a  wet  battery  which  the  medical  man 
may  refill  at  a  nominal  cost,  a  hypodermic  syringe  to 
retail  at  2s.  6d.,  and  the  "  Townsend "  aseptic  surgical 
sheet,  which  may  be  made  either  a  surgical  apron,  napkin, 
or  obstetric  sheet. 

Cresswell  Brothers  &  Schmitz  have  their  usual 
sponge  pavilion  with  a  heartbreaking  variety  of  sponges  in 
all  sizes  and  shapes.  The  exhibit  is  made  up  entirely  of 
cased  goods  and  fancy  boxes,  and  sponges  carded  and  on 
strings.  Forming  the  porch  of  the  pavilion  are  one  or  twe» 
very  fine  specimens  of  abnormal  size.  One  piece  of  sponge- 
shown — and  a  beauty  it  is — appeared  to  be  quite  two  feet 
in  diameter. 

The  Crown  Perfumery  Company  have  a  charming  ex- 
hibit of  perfumery  and  toilet-requisites.  Recent  introduc- 
tions, all  packed  in  a  high-class  manner,  are  the  "  Crown 
Fluid"  soap,  "Crown  Violette  de  Parma"  soap,  "Violet 
Oatmeal"  bath-powder,  "Violet  Oatmeal"  face-cream, 
and  "Natural  Violet"  perfume.  The  polished  floating 
soap-bowls,  filled  with  either  milled  or  boiled  soap,  are  an 
attractive  line. 

Currie,  Thomson  &  Co.  show  rubber  goods  in  great 
variety  and  of  fine  quality.  The  ' '  Calrub  "  hot-water  bottles 
and  enemas  are  fine  specimens  of  good  rubber-work. 

Daisy  (Limited)  have  a  galaxy  of  their  advertising 
novelties  for  window-use.  The  attraction  of  moving 
figures  is  apparently  as  irresistible  as  ever. 

Edwards,  Sons  &  Co.  are  the  proprietors  of  the  one- 
time celebrated  and  still  sought- for  "Arabian  Revelenta." 
Very  quaint  is  the  reprint  of  "An  Account  of  a  Newly 
Discovered  Farinaceous  Aliment,"  first  published  by 
Messrs.  Edwards  in  1850.  Lentil  flour,  buckwheat  flour, 
and  crushed  linseed  are  also  shown  here. 

The  Erasmic  Company  (Limited)  have  one  of  the  most 
attractive  stalls  in  the  building,  arranged  to  show  off  the 
dainty  and  chic  lines  in  soaps  and  perfumes  which  the 
company  are  noted  for.  In  addition  to  the  "Duchess" 
scap  recently  introduced  should  be  mentioned  the 
"Gaiety"  complexion  soap — a  new  variety  of  Parma 
violet  soap,  "  to  show  which  is  to  sell." 

James  Ewen  &  Sons  are  lard  experts,  and  their  "  pure 
clarified  fats  "  are  attractively  shown.  They  have  besides., 
however,  a  fair  show  of  toilet-soaps,  fixed  oils,  cosme- 
tiques,  camphor  balls,  cold-cream,  and  several  other  toilet- 
preparations.  Ambergris,  musk,  civet,  and  otto  of  rose 
and  their  essences  are  likewise  on  view  at  this  stall. 

Farrow  &  Jackson  (Limited)  have  an  exhibit  of 
aerated-water  machinery  for  use  with  liquified  CO2,  the 
"  Hecla  "  continuous-action  vertical  saturator,  and  a  soda- 
fountain  at  work  in  one  of  the  upstair  circles. 

Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.  make  a  speciality  of  handbills, 
price-lists,  and  toilet-rolls.  They  also  exhibit  labels, 
ledgers,  prescription-books,  and  chemists'  stationery  o£ 
every  description. 

The  Frame  Food  Company  (Limited)  have  an  exhibit  of 
"  Frame  Food  "  and  "  Frame  Food  "  jelly  in  the  vestibule. 

Wm.  Gardner  &  Sons  have  several  of  their  smaller 
'sizes  of  sifters  and  mixers  on  view.  The  "Rapid"  dryer 
and  mixer  and  the  "  Quick  Change  "  dresser  are  also  repre- 
sented. 

The  Hammond  Remedies  Company  are  proprietors  of 
the  "  Uricura "  remedies  for  rheumatism,  lumbago,  and' 
such  like  complaints.  Many  testimonials  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  are  shown. 

Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis  (Limited)  show  pharma- 
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ceutical  preparations  and  packed  goods.  The  former 
include  elixir  heroin,  co.,  liq.  cardam.  co.,  antiseptic  cream, 
emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil,  liq.  thymol,  co.,  non-excisable 
coca-wine,  tablets,  pills,  capsules,  and  perles.  Attention 
is  drawn  to  the  quick  disintegration  of  insoluble  tablets 
when  placed  in  water.  Fruit  saline  is  supplied  in  very- 
pretty  cartons,  and  mention  should  be  made  of  "  Pansy- 
blossom  "  perfume,  a  fitting  companion  to  the  "  Sweet  Pea 
Blossom"  perfume  which  has  so  firmly  established  itself 
in  the  world  of  perfumery.  The  packed  goods  are  sup- 
plied by  Francis*  Son  &  Naylor,  a  subsidiary  firm. 

Dr.  Hoegyes'  Asbestos  Sock  Company  have  an  exhibit 
of  their  different  varieties  of  socks  and  of  their  hygienic 
dress-preservers. 

J.  E.  Holds  worth  is  the  patentee  of  a  neat  and  in- 
genious collapsible-tube  closing  machine.  The  tube  is 
closed  by  one  turn  of  the  handle,  and  anyone  may  become 


an  expert  closer  with  a  few  minutes'  practice.  The 
machine  is  so  simple  in  construction  that  there  is  little 
fear  of  it  getting  out  of  order,  it  may  be  worked  in  any 
position,  takes  up  little  room,  and  makes  a  neat  job. 

W.  Hooper  &  Co.  (otherwise  Mr.  W.  Warren)  have  a 
small  exhibit  of  Hooper's  marking-ink,  but  chemists  will 
probably  be  quite  as  interested  in  the  selection  of  pre- 
scriptions, letters,  and  books  of  the  eighteenth  century 
which  Mr.  Warren  has  on  view. 

Hotjghtons'  (Limited)  exhibit  is  contained  in  a  stall 
made  of  fumed  oak,  beautifully  egg-shell  polished.  The 
new  folding  camera  is  the  "Royal  Ensign."  This  can  be 
used  either  for  plates  or  vidil  films.  The  70s.  "  Victo  " 
and  the  various  "Sanderson"  cameras  should  be  exam- 
ined. Some  wonderful  photographs  showing  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  "Sanderson"  cameras  are  a  centre  of  ad- 
miration. One  of  them  is  a  huge  enlargement  of  a  lion 
from  a  5  by  4  negative.  The  subsidiary  firm  of  Joseph 
Levi  &  Co.  show  optical  goods,  these  including  some 
pretty  things  in  opera-glasses  and  thermometers. 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited)  take  a  top  position  with  their 
florally  decorated  stand.  Gracefully  entwined  in  trailing 
smilax  are  syphons  of  the  well-known  Idris  waters.  A 
new  patent  syphon  with  porcelain  top  is  used  for  Vichy, 
"  Tonalka,"  "  Salidris,"  "  Distilidris "  and  medicated 
waters,  the  use  of  which  is  nicely  explained  to  chemists 
in  a  newly  issued  booklet.  Chemists  may  sample  the  Idris 
dry  ginger-ale  at  this  stall,  and  if  they  have  not  hitherto 
stocked  that  fascinating  beverage  will  probably  fall  victims 
to  its  charms  and  add  it  to  their  stock. 

The  Jacko  Dust  Company  are  pushing  the  sale  of 
"  Jacko  Dust,"  an  insect-powder,  and  have  sample  window- 
attractions  on  show.  The  powder  sells  at  Id.,  3d.,  and 
6d.,  and  cutting  is  not  allowed. 

A.  C.  Jackson  (Branch  of  Houghtons,  Limited)  has 
a  capital  show  of  hand-cameras  from  5?.  6d.  to  81.  10s. 
The  "Ilex"  three-guinea  and  four-guinea  cameras  are 
special  lines,  and  are  fitted  with  the  "  Ilex"  shutter  work- 
ing behind  the  lens.  The  "  Ilex"  Cooke,  selling  at  81.  10s., 
is  claimed  to  be  the  smallest  hand-camera  for  twelve  plates 
made.  It  is  made  of  mahogany  and  has  a  Cooke  lens  with 
focussing-jacket. 

Johnson  &  Sons  exhibit  their  now  well-known  show- 
specimens  of  chloride  of  gold  and  nitrate  of  silver,  and 
also  a  variety  of  packed  chemicals. 


J.  E.  Lockyer's  exhibit  is  devoted  to  photographic 
chemicals  and  developers.  The  latest  packed  developer 
is  the  "Universal"  metol-quinol  developer,  selling  at  6c?. 
and  producing  on  dilution  36  oz.  of  developer.  The  various 
methods  of  packing  hypo  are  of  interest  to  photographic 
chemists.  One  package,  holding  a  pound  of  granulated 
hypo,  has  a  lid  which  accurately  measures  4  oz.  of  the 
granules.  The  printing  and  enlarging  department,  which 
has  developed  much  of  late  years,  aims  at  celerity  and 
artistic  results,  whilst  allowing  chemists  a  trade  discount 
worth  having. 

The  Maltico  Food  Company  have  on  show,  besides 
their  ordinary  "Maltico,"  "  Leci-maltico "  (containing  a 
percentage  of  lecithin),  "  Cremalto,"  and  "  Nutrico." 

W.  Martindale  has  a  neat  little  corner  stall  near  the 
entrance  which  is  attracting  a  good  deal  of  notice.  Pro- 
minent in  the  exhibit  is  the  new  "Extra  Pharmacopoeia," 
of  which  already  over  one-seventh  of  the  edition  has  been 
sold.  Amyl  nitrite  is  by  no  means  the  only  glass-cap- 
suled preparation  now  made  by  Dr.  Martindale  :  there  are 
capsules  in  similar  form  of  bromine,  chloroform,  ethyl 
chloride,  ethyl  iodide,  hydrogen  peroxide,  and  sterile 
water.  The  last-named  is  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Wynn 
Westcott,  the  idea  being  that  doctors  require  a  handy 
amount  of  sterile  water  for  use  in  hypodermic  injections. 
Each  capsule  contains  1  dr.,  with  which  to  cleanse  the 
syringe  and  in  which  to  dissolve  the  medicinal  agent. 

C.  Melin  &  Co.  are  exhibiting  new  shop-rounds  with 
porcelain  recess-labels.  These  labels  are  said  to  be 
stronger  than  the  vitrified  label  and  to  be  unaffected  by 
acids.  Figured  perfume-bottles  are  also  shown,  and  the 
"Simplex"  capsuling-machine  at  work. 

Mellin's  Food  (Limited)  are  showing  their  well-known 
nutrient  preparations,  lacto-glycose,  biscuits  and  chocolate 
being  variants  on  the  staple  preparation. 

F.  Newbery  &  Sons  have  an  exhibit  showing  their 
special  lines.  Among  the  new  goods  is  a  variety  of  nail- 
brushes made  at  the  Imperial  brush- factory,  Osaka,  at 
prices  from  3s.  6d.  to  20s.  a  dozen,  and  other  noticeable 
lines  are  the  "Gem"  shaving-set,  carded  thermometers, 
tubed  pommade  hongroise,  socthing-teats,  "Golden 
nuggets,"  "Charterhouse"  photographic  developers,  Mar- 
shall's cement  and  "  Giantine,"  and  Ellis  &  Goltermann's 
throat-sprays. 

Frank  Newbery  is  a  shaving  specialist.  Razors  and 
strops,  shaving-brushes  and  shaving-creams  comprise  his 
exhibits.  The  patent  cup  shaving-brush  has  been  com- 
mended by  many  pharmacists,  among  them  Messrs.  Clay 
&  Abraham  (Liverpool),  James  Righton  (Southport),  and 
R.  Wright  (Buxton). 

Oowana  (Limited)  have  a  pretty  little  show  of 
"Oowana"  toilet-soaps  in  the  main  hall,  and  the  well- 
known  "Golden  Fleece"  is  in  full  sail  in  one  of  the 
parterres  on  the  second  floor.  Testimonials  from  various 
public  men  and  women  drive  home  the  moral  that  the 
handsome  little  exhibit  seeks  to  prove. 

C.  Oppel  &  Co.  have  a  bright  exhibit  of  Friedrichshall 
water. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  secured  a  most  favourable 
location  just  at  the  entrance,  where  Mr.  Hickey,  Mr. 
Jamieson,  and  other  representatives  are  directing  special 
attention  to  a  series  of  tinctures,  made  from  the  firm's 
standardised  liquid  extracts.  A  special  case  is  on  view, 
showing  what  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  a  window-show 
by  ordering  51.  worth  of  "  Euthymol  "  preparations.  Other 
special  features  are  natural  salicylic  acid  and  natural 
sodium  salicylate,  and  a  brilliant  new  series  of  labels  for 
"own-name"  compressed  tablets  and  liver-pills.  A  cube- 
shaped  sulphur  torch  (to  light  at  the  bottom  instead  of 
the  top)  is  likewise  new,  and  there  is  a  full  line  of 
flavouring-essences  for  soda-fountains. 

James  Pascall  (Limited)  have  in  the  entrance-hall  a 
good  show  of  cachous,  "Golden  Maltex,"  chocolates,  and 
other  confectionery  suited  for  chemists'  sale. 

Pearson's  Antiseptic  Company  (Limited)  have  an  effec- 
tive show  of  their  non-poisonous  disinfectant  in  fluid  and 
powder  form.  A  medical  soap  and  a  toilet-soap  are  like- 
wise displayed,  and  an  oxygenated  petroleum  product — 
Pearson-'s  antiseptic  liniment. 

Potter  &  Clarke  have  a  fine  display  of  their  packed 
proprietaries  as  well  as  a  few  dried  English-grown  herbs — 
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yarrow,  rue,  feverfew,  chamomile,  horehound,  pennyroyal, 
and  English  poppies  being  the  principals  in  the  latter 
category.  Lime-juice  and  sulphur  tablets  in  3(7.  and  1(7. 
packets  are  being  pushed,  and  other  seasonable  articles 
include  crystals  for  making  lemonade,  lemon-squash,  or 
lime-juice  and  soda.  Cachous  are  somewhat  of  a  speci- 
ality with  Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke,  the  latest  brands 
being  "Russian  Violets"  and  "Japanese  Glory."  A 
guessing-competition  has  been  instituted  in  connection 
with  these  cachous.  The  visitor  who  guesses  nearest  the 
number  of  cachous  in  a  large  fancy  glass  jar  of  "Russian 
Violets  "  gets  the  jar  and  contents,  l  ib.  jars  being  given 
to  those  guessing  next  best. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited)  have  a 
very  pretty  little  show  of  toilet-soaps,  perfumery,  gly- 
cerin, and  soft  paraffins. 

The  Protene  Company  (Limited)  are  showing'  protene 
in  new  combinations.  The  "Protene  Health  Biscuit,"  for 
example,  is  offered  in  eight  varieties,  each  containing  a 
definite  proportion  of  protene.  The  "  Protene  Bread 
Flour,"  for  preparing  diabetic  bread  at  home,  is  a  line 
which  will  be  appreciated  for  export.  The  flour  is  simply 
mixed  with  butter  and  eggs  and  then  baked. 

Raphael,  Wheway  &  Redfern  (Limited)  have  a  good 
optical  display.  There  are  several  patterns  of  trial  cases, 
newer  lines  being  the  "Cone"  muscle  test,  the  "Friend" 
binocular  test,  a  set  of  specimens  to  show  the  process  of 
manufacturing  pebble  lenses,  and  a  set  of  standard  tints 
for  tinted  spectacles.  A  useful  item  for  chemists  is  a 
pocket  spectroscope,  costing  16s.  6c?.,  or  21s.  6d.  with 
adjustable  slit. 

Reinemann  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  bronze  powder, 
show  "Glossana"  gold  enamel  and  a  new  silver  enamel 
which,  being  made  with  aluminium,  stands  sea-air,  fog, 
and  sulphurous  atmosphere.  "Glossana"  cement  and 
"Glossana"  photo-mountant  are  recent  introductions,  and 
a  useful  idea  for  chemists  is  a  box  containing  a  set  of  six 
rubber  stamps  for  such  phrases  as  "With  care"  and 
"  Carriage  paid."    The  set  of  stamps  costs  2s.  6d. 

The  Roborat  Company  are  importers  of  druggists'  sun- 
dries. Their  specialities  are  eau-de-cologne  toilet  pre- 
parations, and  the  novelty  is  a  "voice-soother"  made  of 
pure  Para  rubber. 

Rogers  &  Webster  are  specialists  in  frames  for  photo- 
graphs, the  panel  frames  and  panels  being  the  modern 
development  of  the  old-style  frames  with  mitred  corners. 

The  Rotary  Photographic  Company  (Limited)  make 
a  show  of  bromide  and  other  gas  light  papers,  and  also 
exhibit  sensitised  postcards  and  developer  in  powder  form. 

A.  De  St.  Dalmas  &  Co.  have  a  bewildering  variety  of 
plasters  put  up  in  quite  an  unequalled  style.  Some  of 
the  chief  lines  shown  here  are  plaster-of-paris  bandages, 
menthol  plasters,  chest  and  back  plasters,  rubber  adhesive 
plaster  on  brown  holland,  in  spools,  kidney-plaster,  hospi- 
tal strapping  (plumbi  base),  umbilical  pads,  selvedge 
bandages,  and  a  series  of  "National"  specialities.  The 
salicylic  corn-plaster  on  pink  silk  is  a  capital  plaster  for 
sale  as  a  corn-cure,  and  another  noticeable  novelty  is  the 
"  Varico  "  leg-bandage. 

John  Sanger  &  Sons  are  only  showing  packed  goods — 
no  sundries.  The  handsome  white-and-gold  stand  was 
made  at  Messrs.  Sanger's  own  factory  at  Shepherd's  Bush, 
where  a  considerable  shop-fitting  business  is  being  de- 
veloped. A  book  containing  a  new  series  of  labels  for 
"own-name"  goods  will  bear  inspection. 

F.  Schtjtze  &  Co.  are  showing  only  goods  of  which 
they  are  the  manufacturers  or  for  which  they  have  the 
sole  agency.  These  include  rubber  goods  of  all  kinds 
(such  as  nursing-aprons,  bathing-caps,  &c),  belts,  chest- 
expanding  braces,  chest-protectors,  hop  pillows,  respira- 
tors, suspensories,  and  douches.  Corbyn's  perfumery 
has  a  special  case  to  itself,  and  a  nigger  boy  "  with  a 
moving  eye"  and  a  dummy  teat  causes  a  smile.  The 
"Drip-Drop"  series  of  culinary  essences  are  fitted  with 
a  patent  drop  stopper  fitted  on  the  very  edge  of  the  neck 
of  the  bottle. 

Stephen  Smith  &  Co.  (Limited)  are  showing  wines  for 
chemists  with  retailers'  own  brands,  besides  meat-and-malt 
wine,  "Keystone"  wines,  and  Hall's  wine. 

The  Standard  Tablet  Company  show  a  great  variety  of 
tablets,  glycerin  lozenges,  and  suppositories.  The  tablets 
are  already  favourably  known  to  readers  of  the  C.  db  D., 


but  the  offer  of  a  showcase  with  51.  lots  of  tablets  may  not 
be  so  widely  known.  Specimen  cases  are  at  this  stall  and 
attractive  containers  they  are,  being  French  polished  and 
with  the  words  "Tablets  of  compressed  drugs"  in  gold 
along  the  top.  Packed  catarrh  and  dyspepsia  tablets  are 
modern  lines  and  nicely  put  up.  The  glycerin  lozenges  are 
the  soft  variety  which  is  now  becoming  the  thing  in  high- 
class  businesses. 

The  Tasmanian  Eucalyptus  Oil  Company  (Limited) 
have  a  pretty  exhibit  of  the  latest  novelties  in  their 
"Platypus"  brand  preparations.  These  include  show-jars 
of  crystallised  jujubes  of  Eucalyptus  Globulus  oil  and 
combinations  of  eucalyptus  pastilles  of  the  same  in  tins, 
tablets  in  metal-capped  bottles,  and  eucalyptus  ointment 
(made  from  the  fresh  green  leaves).  Eucalyptus  inhalers 
of  ivorine,  6d.  each,  six  on  a  card,  are  very  natty  and 
useful.  "  Velvetta "  is  a  new  medicated  paper  for  the 
relief  of  hemorrhoids,  &c. 

J.  Theobald  &  Co.  have  an  exhibit  of  photographic 
apparatus,  the  attraction  being  "actual  photographs  of 
the  Russo-Jap  war  taken  on  the  spot." 

C.  De  Trey  &  Co.  exhibit  scemnoforme,  the  wonderful 
anaesthetic  for  dentists'  use.  Besides  the  bottles  contain- 
ing 120  c.c.  and  60  c.c,  tubes  of  3  c.c.  and  5  c.c.  are  now 
supplied.  The  absence  of  depressing  action  on  the  heart 
and  of  after-effects  is  the  feature  of  this  anaesthetic. 

Chas.  Tyler  &  England  Brothers  (Limited),  with 
special  lines  in  cameras,  occupy  a  position  in  the  gallery. 
The  "Empire"  guinea  hand-camera  is  excellent  value  for 
money.  The  samples  of  mounts  show  the  variety  produced 
by  this  company  to  be  unequalled.  The  carbon-black 
mounts  and  portfolio  mounts  struck  us  as  novelties  that 
will  sell.  Chemists  are  supplied  with  sample  sets  of 
mounts  for  window-show  which  should  help  on  the  sale 
of  these  goods  a  lot. 

The  Vinolia  Company  (Limited)  have  a  very  fine  ex- 
hibit, comprising  eight  cases  in  all,  in  the  vestibule.  The 
cases  are  elegantly  draped  and  "flowered,"  and  brilliantly 
lighted.  The  "Vinolia"  perfumes,  soaps,  and  toilet- 
articles  (too  numerous  to  more  than  merely  hint  at)  are 
fully  represented. 

W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.'s  exhibit  of  pills  and  tablets  is  up- 
to-date  in  regard  to  msdicine-stamp  requirements,  the 
labels  being  such  as  avoid  liability  when  the  goods  are 
sold  by  chemists.  Blaud's  pills  are  now  sent  out  with 
the  assurance  that  recent  analysis  shows  the  pills  to  be 
fully  up  to  the  B.P.  requirements  for  pil.  ferri.  Sugar- 
coating  is,  as  hitherto,  the  speciality  of  this  firm,  and  we 
note  that  pills  are  silvered  without  extra  charge. 

The  Wizard  Camera  and  Phonograph  Company  show 
several  varieties  of  the  "Wizard"  camera,  the  "  Pocket 
Wizard  "  being  prime  favourite.  The  prices  of  the  latter 
camera  run  from  42s.  to  181. 

Vincent  Wood  exhibits  many  different  kinds  of  sur- 
gical bandages  and  appliances,  amongst  the  most  notice- 
able being  the  "  red  "  and  "  blue  "  tip  elastic  hosiery,  seam- 
less elastic  hosiery,  appendicitis-belt,  and  double  springless 
trusses.  Indiarubber  goods,  such  as  bathing-caps,  enemas, 
and  breast-relievers,  are  recent  additions  to  Mr.  Wood's 
stock. 

Wright,  Layman  &  TJmney  (Limited)  have  two  exhibits, 
one  devoted  to  packed  pharmaceuticals  and  the  other 
to  Wright's  coal-tar  soap  and  liq.  carbonis  detergens. 
A  little  sensation  is  caused  by  a  notice-board  at  the  coal- 
tar  soap  stand  on  which,  beneath  the  words  "the  latest 
from  the  seat  of  war,"  is  shown  a  post-card  received  on 
Monday  from  a  medical  missionary  at  Newchwang, 
Manchuria,  for  samples  and  particulars  of  liq.  carbonis 
detergens. 

Wyleys  (Limited)  have  a  special  show  of  granular 
effervescent  preparations  and  salines.  Perles,  tropels, 
gelatin-coated  pills,  standardised  pharmaceuticals,  and 
veterinary  preparations  are  included.  The  latest  example 
of  elegant  pharmacy  is  "  Ung.  Rusci  Co.  (Wyley's),  for 
eczema  and  allied  diseases.  .    '    .     ' :  , 

Some  other  exhibits  are  referred  to  in  the  Coloured 
Supplement. 


The  Exports  of  Washed  Sponges  from  Tunis  during  1902 
amounted  to  158  tons,  against  166  tons  in  1901.  France, 
Italy  and  Belgium  received  the  bulk  of  the  exports. 
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association  affairs. 


Peterborough  Chemists'  Association. 

The  Annual  Meeting 
of  this  Association  was  held  on  Thursday,  May  5,  at  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Peterborough,  Mr.  J.  H.  Pearson  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  T.  J. 
Calcutt,  John  G.  Sturton,  T.  Silk,  H.  E.  Noble,  C.  Bayley 
(Uppingham),  J.  Farr  (Yaxley),  J.  S.  Prior  (Stamford), 
W.  R.  Girling  (Wisbech),  J.  W.  Hall,  Fred.  Sturton, 
J.  Green,  Frank  Sturton,  F.  W.  Whitwell,  J.  W.  Bodger, 
and  J.  E.  Saunders  (Hon.  Secretary). 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  and  balance-sheet,  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  rules  and  list  of 
members  (numbering  fifty)  and  sent  to  every  chemist  in 
the  district.  The  following  were  elected  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  : 

President:  Mr.  J.  S.  Prior  (Stamford). 

Vice-Presidents  :  Mr.  J.  H.  Pearson  (Peterborough), 
Mr.  John  Sturton  (Peterborough),  and  Mr.  Frank  Oldham 
(Wisbech). 

Council  :  Messrs.  C.  Bayley  (Uppingham),  W.  R. 
Girling  (Wisbech),  J.  Farr  (Yaxley),  T.  M.  Baxter 
(Bourne),  F.  W.  Whitwell  (Peterborough),  T.  J.  Calcutt 
(Peterborough),  and  H.  E.  Noble  (Peterborough). 

Hon.  Secretaries  :  Messrs.  J.  E.  Saunders  and  J.  W. 
Hall. 

Treasurer  :  Mr.  J.  E.  Saunders. 

Auditors  :  Messrs.  Fred.  Sturton  (Peterborough)  and 
F.  Dickinson  (Stamford). 

Dinner. 

The  first  annual  dinner  was  held  after  the  meeting, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Pearson  (President)  in  the  chair,  and  among 
others  present  were  Messrs.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  (London), 
A.  S.  Campkin  (Cambridge),  R.  Bremridge  (Secretary  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  G.  Hampton  (Leicester),  and 
Lovegrove  (London).  Mine  host  of  the  Grand  Hotel 
served  an  excellent  dinner,  after  which  and  the  loyal 
toasts, 

Mr.  J.  S.  Prior  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society." 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  was  called  upon  to  reply,  and 
after  referring  to  his  Council's  sympathy  with  local  asso- 
ciations, and  dealing  with  the  criticism  which  is  passed 
upon  the  Society  and  its  Council,  he  said  he  was  asked 
last  week,  at  a  gathering  such  as  that,  to  say  all  about  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  with  regard  to 

THE  PHARMACY  BILL, 

and  he  told  them  that  he  was  reminded  of  the  local 
Parliament  in  a  town  in  which  he  lived,  in  which  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  was  an  estimable  saddler. 
One  of  the  wags  asked  him  what  was  the  latest  news 
from  the  Soudan,  and  he  very  coolly  and  calmly  said  that 
he  should  require  a  fortnight's  previous  notice  of  the 
question.  (Laughter.)  If  any  of  those  present  were 
expecting  to  know  from  him  anything  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment intended  doing  with  regard  to  pharmacy,  he  should 
want  a  good  deal  more  than  a  fortnight's  notice  of  the 
question.  But  he  thought,  at  any  rate,  they  might  be 
sure  that  the  Government  of  this  country,  whether  it 
was  a  Conservative  Government  or  a  Liberal  Government, 
would  do  no  more  for  the  chemists  than  they  as  chemists 
made  them  do.  Not  very  long  ago  he  attended,  with  a 
number  of  his  colleagues,  in  the  Lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  they  were  discussing  the  Bill  with  a 
member  of  Parliament  who  was  really  friendly,  and  one  of 
his  friends  waxed  very  eloquent  upon  the  justice  of  their 
cause.  They  were  talking  to  a  very  busy  member,  and 
he  said,  "Oh,  Mr.  So-and-So,  hang  the  justice  of  it! — 
what  does  the  House  of  Commons  care  about  the  justice 
of  it?  It  is  expediency  we  have  to  consider";  and  bang 
went  all  the  speeches  they  had  prepared.  (Laughter.) 
It  was  a  very  sad  position,  but  he  was  afraid  it  was 
very  true.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  proceeded  to  argue  that  I 
chemists  must  look  at  pharmacy  reform  from  the  point  of 
view  of  their  opponents  (the  companies)  as  well  as  their  i 


own.  He  was  exceedingly  delighted  that  the  companies 
took  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  so  seriously,  and  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  circularise  members  of  Parliament, 
telling  them  what  fearful  intentions  the  promoters  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  had.  (Laughter.)  If  they  kept  at  it  and 
Mr.  Jesse  Boot  kept  at  it,  they  would  get  some  attention, 
and  their  opponents  would  do  them  more  gocd  than 
anybody  else.  The  public  did  not  care  two  straws  as  long 
as  they  could  get  the  drugs  they  wanted  and  get  the 
chemists  to  keep  open  after  hours  to  sell  them  a  penny 
stamp.  (Laughter.)  As  to  members  of  Parliament,  un- 
less it  was  something  which  affected  a  great  body  of  the 
community  purely  from  a  point  of  view  of  votes,  they 
would  get  no  help.  The  member  asked  himself,  "  Will 
my  support  of  this  bring  me  so  many  votes  or  will  my 
opposition  to  it  lose  me  so  many  ?  "  No  Government 
wanted  to  do  anything  of  that  kind  unless  it  was  abso- 
lutely forced  to,  and  it  remained  with  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  the  country  to  say  what  they  would  ulti- 
mately get.  It  was  no  good  looking  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  and  saying,  "  We  expect  you  to  do  this  and  the 
other  thing."  The  Council  was  composed  of  twenty-one 
ordinary  chemists  and  druggists  who  could  do  no  more  or 
less  than  the  15,000  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  country 
gave  them  power  to  do.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  proceeded  to 
speak  about  the  future  of  pharmacy,  and  in  this  con- 
nection referred  to  the  statement  before  the  Poisons  Com- 
mittee that  chemists  are  unable  to  advise  as  to  the  use 
of  garden  insecticides,  pointing  out  the  desirability  of 
country  chemists  making  themselves  proficient  on  such 
matters.  He  touched  also  on  photography,  and  said  that 
chemists  have  a  hopeful  future  before  them,  but  they 
must  not  expect  that  other  organisations  are  to  do  those 
things  for  them.  No  organisation  could  make  up  for  lack 
of  individuality,  lack  of  initiative,  and  lack  of  adaptation. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Campkin  also  replied,  and  said,  as  regards 
legislation,  that  they  had  nothing  to  hope  for  from  either 
of  the  great  political  parties,  but  by  bringing  an  amount 
of  influence  to  bear  upon  both  sides,  and  by  showing  the 
justice  of  their  cause,  they  would  exercise  that  influence 
upon  the  Legislature  which  they  desired.  He  believed  in 
every  clause  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  but  he  was  not  at  all 
sanguine  that  it  would  be  placed  upon  the  statute-bock 
this  year.  A  Bill  would  be  brought  in  by  the  Government 
shortly,  introducing  free  trade  in  poisons,  and  that  Bill 
would  be  introduced  almost  concurrently  with  theirs  and 
would  be  dealt  with  on  the  -pari  passu  principle.  He 
thought  chemists  did  not  wish  to  see  free  trade  in  poisons, 
and  to  introduce  a  Bill  of  that  character  would  be  a  retro- 
grade policy,  and  would  carry  them  back  far  beyond  the 
Act  of  1868 ;  he  did  not  wish  to  see  even  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  carried  this  year  at  the  cost  of  the  passing  of  such  an 
Act  as  the  Poisons  Act.  All  they  asked  was  that  the  quali- 
fied chemist  and  the  public  should  be  protected  against  the 
unqualified  trader. 

Mr.  Richard  Bremridge  submitted  the  toast  of  "The 
Peterborough  and  District  Chemists'  Association,"  and  said 
he  did  not  know  what  fired  his  friend  Mr.  Saunders  to 
endeavour  to  galvanise  the  dry  bones  of  the  Association, 
but  he  had  an  idea  that  it  arose  through  his  (Mr. 
Bremridge's)  exhibition  of  a  bottle  of  arsenical  syrup 
manufactured  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and,  incident- 
ally to  bring  a  profit  to  the  maker  of  something  like 
900  per  cent.  When  Mr.  Saunders  saw  that,  he  thought 
it  was  about  time  that  the  local  chemists  were  organised. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  J.  G.  Sturton,  in  reply,  said  possibly 
one  of  the  reasons  why  he  had  been  asked  to  respond  to 
that  toast  was  because  his  forefathers  for  many  years  had 
all  been  chemists.  He  thought  if  they  all  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  there  was  no  reason  why,  instead  of 
having  forty-four  members,  the  Association  should  not 
have  the  bulk  of  the  chemists  of  the  district,  who 
numbered  about  ninety.  Mr.  J.  E.  Saunders  also  replied. 
Several  other  toasts  were  honoured,  and  during  the  evening 
Messrs.  F.  Sturton,  H.  Noble,  and  Ellis  delighted  the 
company  with  good  music. 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  156  King  Street, 
on  Thursday,  May  5,  Mr.  W.  G.  Poll  in  the  chair.  The 
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Secretary  read  a  batch  of  letters  mostly  dealing  with 
the  coming  Council  election,  and  one  from  the  Federation 
giving  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  in  August.  It  was 
decided  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  send  delegates  to 
that  meeting.  The  letter  from  the  P.  A. T.  A.  Executive  was 
then  dealt  with,  and  after  discussion  it  was  resolved  to 
loyally  support  the  P.A.T.A.  and  the  minimum  wholesale 
prices. 


Burnley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  night,  May  5,  Mr.  J. 
Brown  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Hirst  (Colne), 
Secretary,  Mr.  Dodsley,  Mr.  W.  0.  Coates,  Mr.  Walker, 
and  Mr.  Crook  were  also  present.  It  was  agreed  to  vote 
for  the  six  retiring  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Betty. 

The  Retention  of  Clause  7. 
Mr.  Coates  moved  : 

That  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  by 
insisting  upon  the  retention  of  Clause  7  in  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  now  before  Parliament,  will  be  voicing  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  Burnley  and  District  Chemists'  Association, 
who  would  rather  see  any  Bill  thrown  out  than  that  it 
should  pass  with  the  omission  of  a  clause  which  they 
consider  embodies  a  principle  of  the  most  vital  importance 
not  only  to  pharmacy,  but  to  the  safety  of  the  public  at 
large.  They  feel  convinced  that  upon  the  retention  of  this 
clause  the  future  welfare  of  the  craft  depends,  and  that 
its  omission  would  mean  the  absolute  obliteration  of  the 
individual  chemist,  upon  whom  the  responsibility  for  carry- 
ing out  the  Act  and  the  protection  of  the  public  devolves. 

Mr.  Coates  backed  his  motion  with  a  forcible  speech,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion  the  Chairman  said  they 
had  never  got  Mr.  Mitchell,  M.P.  for  Burnley,  to  commit 
himself,  but  Mr.  Shackleton,  M.P.  for  the  Clitheroe  divi- 
sion, had  promised  to  support  the  Bill  in  its  entirety. 
After  further  discussion,  the  resolution  was  unanimously 
passed. 


Stockport  Chemists'  Association. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
at  the  Albert  Hall  on  May  4,  Mr.  Wm.  Dodge  in  the 
chair.  Letters  and  addresses  were  read  on  behalf  of  the 
candidature  of  Mr.  Hagon,  of  Cardiff,  Mr.  Sergeant,  of 
Leeds,  and  Mr.  Gibson,'  of  Brighton,  but  it  was  decided 
that  the  members  use  their  discretion  as  to  the  candidates 
they  should  vote  for.  The  meeting  adjourned  to  the  first 
Wednesday  in  October. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Manchester  Section. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  session  of  this  Section  was  held 
at  the  Municipal  School  of  Technology  on  May  6,  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  J.  Carter  Bell,  county  analyst  of  Sal- 
ford)  presiding. 

A  new  and  very  elaborate  weighing-machine,  the  inven- 
tion of  Mr.  Kullmann,  of  Hamburg,  was  exhibited,  and 
its  mechanism  explained  by  Dr.  Gerland. 

Mr.  J.  Htjbner,  the  director  of  the  bleaching,  dyeing, 
printing,  finishing,  and  paper-making  department  of  the 
School  of  Technology,  gave  a  long  description  of  the  object 
and  equipment  of  his  department.  The  plant  provided 
is  for  advanced  work,  and  for  investigation  and  research. 
Research-work  can  be  carried  out  on  practical  lines  at  the 
school,  as  they  had  hydraulic,  screw,  and  lever  pressure 
machines  for  mercerising,  a  good  north  light,  and  all  kinds 
of  artificial  light  by  which  to  study  light-effects. 


Blackpool  Chemists'  Association. 

Mr.  Turver  presided  over  the  monthly  meeting  held  at 
the  Palatine  Hotel  on  Friday,  May  6.  Letters  were 
read  from  Mr.  Gibson,  Mr.  Hagon,  Mr.  Currie,  and 
Mr.  Betty,  soliciting  support  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  election,  and  also  from  Mr.  Watson-Will  asking 
support  for  Mr.  Currie  as  President  of  the  Federation  of 
Local  Associations.    Mr.  Watson-Will  also  wrote  asking 


for  particulars  of  any  question  the  Association  wished  to 
be  discussed  at  the  annual  meeting.  After  discussion  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  to  support  the  candidature  of 
Messrs.  Newsholme,  Lord  Gifford,  Robinson,  Currie, 
Sargeant,  Higgs,  and  Hagon. 


Preston  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Moor  Park  Pharmacy,  Preston, 
on  Tuesday  night,  May  10,  the  principal  business  being 
to  consider  which 

Pharmaceutical  Council  Candidates 
should  be  voted  for.  On  this  subject  Mr.  Arkle  made  a 
strong  speech.  He  said  that  hitherto  he  had  always  given 
his  votes  for  the  old  members,  but  he  now  felt  that  such  a 
state  of  things  could  no  longer  obtain  if  they  were  to  be 
loyal  members  of  the  Society  and  to  the  craft  at  large. 
They  could  not  but  notice  how  the  old  historic  houses  had 
shuffled  off  their  personal  responsibility  by  means  of  the 
Companies  Act.  The  abandonment  of  the  Preliminary 
had  led  to  an  absolute  famine  in  apprentices.  They  could 
not  be  obtained  on  any  terms.  If  a  boy  applied  he  was 
told  the  examination  he  would  have  to  pass,  and  he 
naturally  concluded  that  if  a  three-days'  examination, 
would  place  him  in  a  shop  it  would  also  open  the  door  to 
other  professions  with  less  hours  and  brighter  prospects, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  he  went  away.  That  was 
the  universal  experience.  It  was  therefore  easy  to  fore- 
tell the  future — it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  assistants. 
When  that  time  arrived — and  it  could  not  be  long  in 
coming — what,  he  asked,  of  the  chemists'  capital?  They 
were  within  sight  of  the  day  when,  being  unable  to  find 
qualified  men  in  sufficient  supply,  the  stores  would  apply 
to  the  Legislature  to  admit  those  who  were  unqualified. 
The  stores  would  easily  prove  that  under  the  existing 
state  of  things  it  was  impossible  to  carry  out  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  and  no  one  needed  to  be  told  what  a  large  ear  the 
Legislature  had  when  the  music  was  played  by  the  stores' 
band.  He  advocated  an  immediate  return  to  the  first 
examination,  which  was  a  constant  source  of  increasing 
income  to  the  Society. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Williamson)  agreed  that  the 
three-days'  examination  upset  apprentices,  but  the  old 
Preliminary  was  not  as  stringent  as  it  should  have  been. 

It  was  decided  not  to  recommend  the  members  of  the 
Association  to  vote  for  any  particular  candidates,  but  the 
following  resolution  was  proposed  and  agreed  to  : 

That  this  Association  is  of  opinion  that  the  Council  should 
be  strengthened  by  the  election  of  more  members  connected 
with  retail  pharmacy,  believing  such  addition  would  tend 
to  the  increased  welfare  of  the  important  interests  associated 
with  the  profession. 


London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Argyll 
Hotel,  Argyll  Street,  W.,  on  May  11,  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton. 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  very  good  attendance  of 
members  from  all  parts  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  R.  B.  Betty)  first  presented  the 

Annual  Report. 

In  this  he  reviewed  the  practical  work  done  by  the 
Association  during  the  past  session,  stating  that  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  had  met  five  times,  and  that 
such  burning  questions  as  the  proposed  postal  C.O.D. 
system,  the  Federation  meetings,  and  other  matters  had 
been  dealt  with.  He  referred  to  the  successful  manner  in 
which  London  chemists  had  been  organised  by  means  of 
the  Association,  to  the  appointment  of  their  member,  Mr. 
Watson-Will,  as  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of 
Chemists'  Associations,  and  to  the  good  done  to  the 
chemists'  cause  in  Parliament  by  the  presence  of  so  many 
M.P.s  at  the  annual  dinner.  He  mentioned  with  regret 
the  retiral  of  Mr.  R.  Haselwood  Jones  from  the  position 
of  Hon.  Secretary,  and  to  the  deaths  of  Mr.  Cryer  and 
Mr.  Tice,  two  of  their  members.  The  Association  now 
numbers  249  registered  chemists,  and  there  is  a  balance 
in  hand  of  511.  10s.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Truman, 
I  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Holding,  the  report  and  balance-sheet 
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were  unanimously  adopted.  The  Chairman  remarked  that 
the  Association  did  not  seem  to  have  spent  enough,  they 
had  such  a  large  balance  in  hand.  It  was  certainly,  he 
said,  a  remarkable  result  after  all  the  good  work  the 
Association  had  done. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Truman  then  read  a  paper  on  "  Old  Recipes 
and  their  Trade-value  to  Chemists,"  which  with  the  dis- 
cussion we  are  compelled  to  hold  over. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Pond  then  read  a  lengthy  paper  on 

Why  Doctors  Dispense  their  Own  Medicines, 

in  which  he  endeavoured  to  prove  from  his  fifty-five  years 
of  experience  among  medical  men  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  ordinary  modern  medical  man  to  do  otherwise  and 
live.  The  root  of  the  evil  he  considered  to  be  the  abuse 
of  the  hospital  system.  People  who  could  quite  well 
afford  to  pay  a  doctor's  fee  and  a  chemist  for  his  medi- 
cine went  for  advice  to  the  large  hospitals,  where  they  got 
both  medicine  and  advice  free.  Working  men  were 
encouraged  to  set  aside  part  of  their  earnings  for  contri- 
butions to  the  hospitals,  and  naturally  when  anything  went 
wrong  they  expected  to  reap  the  benefit  of  their  contri- 
butions. Large  employers  of  labour  made  annual  con- 
tributions to  the  hospitals,  and  insisted  on  their  work- 
people going  there  when  ailing.  This  all  told  against  the 
private  practitioner,  who,  moreover,  did  more  work 
gratuitously  among  the  poor  in  public  hospitals  and  in 
private  practice  than  any  other  professional  man.  Mr. 
Pond  suggested  that  the  State  should  take  up  the  cause 
of  the  medical  man  and  see  that  he  was  remunerated  for 
his  losses.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  could  the  general 
practitioner  afford  to  relinquish  his  own  dispensing  and 
write  prescriptions  for  his  patients. 

The  Chairman  said  Mr.  Pond  had  opened  up  a  tre- 
mendous subject  for  discussion.  The  point  of  the  paper 
appeared  to  him  to  be  that  the  Government  should  pay 
medical  men  for  doing  hospital-work.  Mr.  Pond  ex- 
plained that  his  idea  was  more  that  Government  should 
see  to  it  that  medical  men  did  not  lose  by  gratuitously 
attending  the  poor.  Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke  thought  the 
subscribers  to  hospital  funds,  and  not  the  working 
people,  were  to  blame  for  sending  people  to  the 
hospitals.  Mr.  Willson  explained  a  system  of 
charging  for  advice  according  to  the  social  status 
of  the  patient,  which  worked  well  in  a  London 
hospital  with  which  he  was  at  one  time  connected. 
Mr.  Campbell  said  his  experience  was  that  the  doctor  was 
no  friend  to  the  chemist.  Mr.  John  Holding,  on  the 
contrary,  had  found  medical  men  all  friendly  disposed  to 
chemists.  He  did  not  expect  them  to  give  up  dispensing, 
but  he  encouraged  the  idea  of  supplying  them  with  drugs. 
After  further  discussion  it  was  agreed,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Pickering,  to  refer  the  question  of  hospital  abuse 
and  the  further  consideration  of  Mr.  Pond's  paper  to 
the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Benevolent  Fund. 

Mr.  Betty  moved  that  a  donation  of  51.  5s.  might  be 
made  from  the  funds  of  the  Association  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund.  The  Chairman  said  he  was  very  pleased  to  hear 
such  a  suggestion  brought  forward,  as  he  knew  the  good 
work  done  by  the  Fund.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
the  Fund  was  practically  dried  up,  and  money  was 
urgently  needed.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  ready  money 
was  what  was  required  he  appealed  to  Mr.  Betty  to  allow 
the  51.  5?.  to  be  sent  to  the  Fund  as  a  subscription,  and 
not  as  a  donation,  and  this  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Federation  and  Early  Closing. 

A  motion  which  was  on  the  agenda-paper  dealing  with 
a  proposed  "  National  Association  of  Chemists,"  by  Mr. 
Pond,  was  not  gone  into,  the  matter  being  relegated  to  the 
General  Purposes  Committee. 

Mr.  Pentney,  as  Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, asked  the  opinion  of  the  members  present  on  Early 
Closing  of  Shops  Bill,  introduced  by  the  Government, 
and  summarised  in  last  week's  Chemist  and  Druggist 
(pages  742-4).  Mr.  Pond  .opposed  every  compulsory  clos- 
ing Bill.  He  thought  an  Englishman  should  not  be  com- 
pelled to  do  anything  he  did  not  want  to  unless  the  thing 
were  morally  wrong.  Mr.  Truman  considered  the  Govern- 
ment Bill  a  vast  improvement  on  Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Bill. 


The  Chairman  said  he  was  a  strong  advocate  of  early 
closing,  and  especially  favoured  the  Bill  introduced  by 
Lord  Avebury.  He  (Mr.  Wootton)  proposed  in  Council 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  support  the  Avebury 
measure,  and  this  the  Council  did  by  evidence  and  by 
memorial.  Lord  Avebury's  Bill  was  a  permissive  Bill, 
but  the  Government  Bill  would,  in  his  opinion,  do  little 
or  nothing  to  remedy  the  present  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Holding  was  added  to  the  delegates  appointed  to 
represent  the  Association  at  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference. 

Mr.  Pentney  moved  a  special  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Wootton  for  presiding.  This  was  carried  by  acclamation, 
and  Mr.  Wootton,  in  reply,  urged  members  of  the  Associ- 
ation to  continue  the  good  work  they  had  done  in  edu- 
cating Parliament  in  favour  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  He 
especially  impressed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  insisting 
on  the  retention  of  Clause  7,  without  which  the  Bill  would 
not  be  of  much  value. 


Bristol  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
University  College  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  11,  Air. 
G.  T.  Turner  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Matthews  (Hon.  Treasurer)  presented  his 
financial  report,  which,  owing  to  his  absence  from  the 
annual  meeting  in  February,  had  been  allowed  to  stand 
over.  He  stated  that  there  were  still  subscriptions  owing 
by  several  members  for  the  year  1903,  which  he  hoped 
to  collect  shortly,  and  this  fact  accounted  for  the  funds 
in  hand  not  being  so  good  as  usual. 

Mr.  Turner  made  a  statement  with  regard  to  the 
dinner  recently  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  the  accounts  in 
connection  with  which  were  passed ;  and  Mr.  Turner  was 
very  heartily  thanked  for  the  way  in  which  he  had  pre- 
sided over  the  dinner,  which  was  the  most  successful 
dinner  ever  held  by  the  Association. 

The  forthcoming  Pharmaceutical  Council  election  was 
next  discussed,  and  the  names  of  six  candidates  were 
selected  for  support.  The  Hon.  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  send  a  postcard  about  the  matter  to  members  not 
present. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Turner  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Boorne  were  elected 
as  delegates  to  represent  the  Association  at  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Sheffield. 

The  Early  Closing  of  Shops  Bill  then  came  under  the 
notice  of  the  meeting  for  discussion,  the  resulting  im- 
pression being  that  it  would  make  but  very  little  real 
difference  to  chemists  if  they  were  mentioned  in  the  Bill, 
as  there  would  have  to  be  an  exemption  for  them  in  regard 
to  the  supply  of  medicines,  drugs,  surgical  sundries,  &c, 
and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  draw  the  line  between 
urgent  and  necessary  and  unnecessary  sales. 


Grimsby  Chemists'  Association. 

A  general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Oberon  Hotel, 
Grimsby,  on  Tuesday,  May  10,  Mr.  C.  Willson  (Vice- 
President)  in  the  chair. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  R.  Hearne,  it  was 
unanimously  decided  to  postpone  the  annual  dinner  until 
the  autumn. 

After  an  interesting  discussion  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  election,  it  was  resolved  to  ask  the  members  to 
support  Messrs.  Atkins,  Currie,  Gibson,  Gifford,  Hagon, 
Newsholme,  and  Robinson. 


Mb.  Warren  Wise,  Surgeon  Dentist  (Limited).— Regi- 
stered in  Dublin.  Capital  250!..  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To 
carry  on  the  business  of  dentists  and  dental  surgeons,  &c. 
The  first  subscribers  are:  W.  Wise,  34  Henry  Street, 
Limerick,  dental  assistant ;  J.  Irwin,  22  Patrick  Street, 
Limerick,  jeweller;  T.  S.  Lawler,  31  Richmond  Street, 
Limerick,  commercial  traveller;  T.  Irwin,  22  Patrick  Street, 
Limerick,  jeweller;  W.  E.  Wise,  Mortimer,  Reading, 
merchant;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Wise,  Mortimer,  Reading;  and  J.  A. 
Lawler,  31  Richmond  Street,  Limerick,  clerk.  Registered 
without  articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  31  Rich- 
mond Street,  Limerick. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
Sir, — As  no  provision  is  made  in  the  constitution  and 
rules  of  the  Conference  for  calling  a  special  meeting,  it 
seems  a  little  doubtful  whether  such  a  meeting  can  be 
legally  convened,  and,  even  if  lawful,  a  mere  mention  of 
the  meeting  in  some  of  the  journals  would  scarcely  be 
considered  a  sufficient  summons.  It  was  arranged  that  the 
Formulary  Committee  should  report  to  next  meeting  of  the 
Conference  at  Sheffield,  not  to  an  extraordinary  meeting 
held  previously.  Under  these  circumstances  it  appears 
questionable  whether  the  proceedings  at  the  proposed  meet- 
ing (if  it  comes  off)  would  be  altogether  in  order. 

Yours,  &c, 

Edinburgh,  May  10.  D.  B.  Dott. 

Manganese  in  Zinc  Sulphate. 

Sir, — We  read  with  much  interest  the  account  in  your 
issue  of  April  30  of  a  paper  read  before  the  North  British 
Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  the  subject  of 
manganese  in  sulphate  of  zinc.  Mr.  Dott's  investigations 
are  of  considerable  importance.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  there  is  a  demand  for  white  vitriol  for  technical  pur- 
poses, in  which  possibly  4  per  cent,  of  impurity  may  not 
be  objected  to.  But  it  is  well  for  pharmacists  to  take 
care  that  what  they  use  is  of  guaranteed  purity.  Your 
account  does  not  make  it  clear  that  the  article  containing 
4  per  cent,  is  the  common  commercial  sulphate  of  zinc. 
There  ought  not  to  be  a  trace  of  manganese  in  the  pure 
article,  and  we  have  failed  to  find  any  in  what  we  prepare, 
or  in  the  materials  from  which  it  is  manufactured. 

Yours  truly, 

Stratford,  E.,  May  7.      Howards  &  Sons  (Limited). 

Companies  and  Exemption  3. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  footnote  you  appended  to 
my  letter  which  you  published  last  week,  I  regret  I  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the 
private  letter  in  question,  as  from  its  tenor  it  can  be 
seen  that  it  is  to  be  regarded  both  by  the  sender  and 
recipient  as  a  matter  of  personal  explanation,  and  there- 
fore confidential.  Certainly  no  idea  so  obviously  pre- 
posterous as  that  of  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  taking 
the  part  of  companies  by  defending  an  action  finds  any 
warrant  in  the  correct  text  of  the  letter. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Nottingham,  May  11.  Jesse  Boot. 

[The  passage  in  Sir  Henry  Primrose's  letter  referred  to 
was  "  the  Board  would  defend  any  action  founded  on  the 
distinction  which  the  law  seems  to  them  to  draw  between 
drug  companies  and  other  vendors  of  drugs."  We  are  glad 
that  our  publication  of  the  letter  has  been  the  means  of 
making  it  clear  to  the  companies,  as  well  as  the  drug  trade 
at  large,  that  what  the  Board  means  is  not  to  prosecute 
them. — Editor.] 

About  Chinosol. 
Sir, — In  the  issue  of  your  journal  for  April  23  we  have 
read,  under  the  heading  "  Bankruptcies  and  Failures,"  a 
report  of  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  Mr.  Bernard  Kuhn. 
In  the  course  of  that  gentleman's  statement  occurs  the 
following  passage,  which  is  extremely  offensive  and  re- 
pugnant to  us  : 

In  1901  he  discovered  that  his  principals,  Messrs.  Fritzsche 
&  Co.,  of  Hamburg,  trading  as  the  "  Chinosol  Fabrik,"  were 
supplying  Chinosol  direct,  and  he  took  proceedings  to  re- 
strain them  from  supplying  his  customers. 

In  reply  we  must  inform  you  that  these  allegations  were 
the  subject  of  a  lawsuit  which  Mr.  Kuhn  instituted  against 
us,  and  after  full  inquiry  by  the  Court,  Mr.  Kuhn's  suit 


was  dismissed,  with  costs  against  him,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  his  imputations  were  proved  to  be  entirely  ground- 
less, and  that  he  was  unable  to  produce  anything  in  support 
of  his  case  which  we  were  not  in  a  position  to  promptly 
refute.  Prior  to  this  action,  we  had  been  granting  Mr. 
Kuhn  all  possible  aid  and  facilities. 

Yours  truly, 

Hamburg,  May  9.  F.  Fritzsche  &  Co. 

Ext.  Belladonnse. 

Sir, — Is  it  not  time  to  definitely  settle  what  is  meant 
by  "ext.  belladon."  in  a  prescription?  Why  have  we  a 
standardised  preparation  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  unless  it  is 
to  be  used?  It  is  the  custom,  I  know,  to  use  ext.  bellad. 
virid.  whenever  the  extract  is  ordered  without  any  ter- 
minal qualification,  but  I  have  always  taught  men  to  use 
the  standarised  preparation  in  dispensing.  Having  manu- 
factured both  extracts,  I  know  from  experience  how  the 
green  extract  varies,  and  I  believe  this  variation  has  only 
to  be  generally  realised  to  make  the  use  of  the  standardised 
extract  the  rule,  and  not  the  exception. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  Edward  Sage. 

2,  Charterhouse  Street,  E.C.,  May  6. 

Sir, — Ext.  belladonnas  is  always  understood  to  be  ext. 
belladonnae  viride,  B.P.  1898.  It  is  unfortunate  that  at 
this  time  of  day  so  much  confusion  should  exist  in  refer- 
ence to  that  fetish  (for  it  cannot  be  called  anything  else) 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Though  that  work  claims  for 
itself  precision  in  wording,  methods  of  working,  &c,  it  is 
not  accurate  in  these  matters,  and  until  such  defect  is 
remedied  confusion  of  terms  must  necessarily  follow.  The 
Pharmacopoeia  should  be  compiled  by  men  specially  trained 
in  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats,  and  to  the  Council  of 
Medical  Education  should  be  delegated  the  duty  of  pub- 
lishing books  concerning  its  own  business  only. 

Yours,  &c, 

Portsoy,  May  9.  W.  P.  Adamson. 

The  Pharmaceutic  Sports. 
A  correspondent  has  been  good  enough  to  supply  us  with 
the  part  of  the  old  print  from  which  our  account  of  these 
j  sports  was  reproduced.     From  this  we  learn  that  the 
I  champion  runner  from  the  Thames  Valley  district  sent  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary,  "  Pharmaceutic  Sports,"  couched 
as  follows:"  I  read  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
May  7  that  the  "Pharmaceutic  Sports"  take  place  on 
May  18,  1904.    I  should  like  to  enter  for  the  preliminary 
heats  on  the  previous  day,  in  the  '  gastronomic  obstacles,' 
so  I  enclose  entrance-fee,  20s.,  for  that  purpose."  Need- 
less to  say  the  genial  Secretary  promptly  forwarded  a 
ticket  of  admittance. 

Letters  in  Brief. 

Pharmaceutical  Council  Election.— We  have  received  a 
number  of  letters  this  week  in  support  of  Mr.  Gibson,  Mr. 
Hagon,  and  Mr.  Higgs,  but  are  unable  to  find  room  for 
them. 

Cod-liver  Oil  Tests.—  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  writing  in 
regard  to  our  report  of  his  paper  on  this  subject  says  the 
passage  "  Most  oils,  cod-liver  oil,  and  otherwise,  give  a 
violet  colour  with  sulphuric  acid "  is  not  quite  correct. 
The  only  oils  that  gave  a  violet  colour  were  cod-liver,  brus- 
mer,  hoi,  and  ling,  the  other  nine  oils  he  tried  giving  more 
or  less  dark  browns. 

Too  Old  at  Forty. — A  correspondent  (132/71)  writes  in- 
dignantly regarding  "  Fair  Play's"  letter  of  last  week.  He 
repudiates  the  want  of  adaptability  allegation  by  saying 
that  the  man  of  forty  has  all  his  business  life  been  adapting 
himself  to  new  surroundings  and  business  methods.  He 
also  says  the  public  are  much  more  satisfied  to  have  their 
wants  attended  to  by  a  middle-aged  man,  implying  experi- 
ence and  knowledge,  than  by  a  beardless  boy. 

Emergency  Book  Agency.—  Mr.  G.  B.  Savage,  of  Brighton, 
informs  us  that  a  traveller  called  upon  him  offering  him 
the  sole  agency  for  an  emergency  book  published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association.  This  was 
accepted,  but  Mr.  Savage  subsequently  found  that  others 
had  got  a  similar  agency  in  his  district.  On  writing  to  the 
publishers  (who  are  not  the  Association  referred  to).  Mr. 
Savage  was  informed  that  the  representative  had  no 
authority  to  appoint  sole  agents.  The  man  has  since  left 
I  the  publisher's  employment. 
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Information  Wanted. 


126/69.    Name  and  address  of  makers  of  Akine  dyes. 
130/60.    Who  is  the  supplier  of  the  "Doris"  patent 
safety  belt? 

"133/43.    Who  supplies  wide-mouth  pull-off  sprinklers? 
What  is  "Bromo-carpin,"  or  who  supplies? 
Who  makes  "  Chinoline  "  tablets? 
Addresses  of  dealers  in  bone  fittings  for  baby- 


132/45. 
131/19. 
131/72. 
soothers. 

134/18. 
"  Eagle  " 


Who  are  the 
trade-mark  ? 


makers  of  combs  bearing  an 


[We  regret  that  exceptional  pressure  on  our  space  this 
week  prevents  insertion  of  Answers  to  Correspondents.] 


pharmaceutical  Council  Election. 


AS  mentioned  last  week,  the  Edinburgh  District 
Chemists'  Trade  Association  sent  the  following  ques- 
tions to  each  of  the  candidates  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  : 

(1)  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  scheme  of  territorial  represen- 
tation such  as  that  outlined  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher? 

(2)  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  total  repeal  of  the  Medicine- 
stamp  Acts  ? 

(3)  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  immediate  division  of  the 
Minor  examination  so  as  to  relieve  the  present  mental  and 
physical  strain  involved  in  passing  so  many  subjects  at  one 
time  ? 

(4)  Is  it  your  opinion  that  no  amendment  of  poison  legis- 
lation should  be  accepted  which  does  not  absolutely  conserve 
the  present  principle  of  the  education  of  the  vendor  as  the 
only  effectual  means  of  securing  public  safety  ? 

(5)  Are  you  in  favour  of  steps  being  taken  to  stop  the  use 
of  the  titles  "pharmaceutical  chemist"  and  "chemist  and 
druggist  "  by  any  person  or  company  other  than  a  person 
duly  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  ? 

(6)  Are  you  of  opinion  that  legislation  which  secures  the 
bond  fide  management  of  every  shop  kept  open  for  the  sale 
of  poisons  or  dispensing  prescriptions  by  a  registered 
chemist,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  owners  for  seeing  that 
this  is  done,  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  situa- 
tion created  by  the  House  of  Lords'  decision  regarding 
limited  companies? 

Mr.  Rowland,  the  Secretary,  has  received  replies  from  all 
the  candidates,  and  these  are  summarised  in  the  sub- 
joined table,  Q  meaning  a  qualified  answer;  where  no 
answer  has  been  given  we  place  a  stroke  : 


Question 


Atkins  ... 
Betty  ... 
Corder  ... 
Currie  ... 
Gibson  ... 
Gifford  ... 
Hagon  ... 
Higgs  ... 
Paterson 
Pickering 
Robinson 
Sargeant 


No 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Q 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Q 
Q 

Yes 


No 

Q 
Q 

Yes 
No 

No 

Q 

No 

Q 
Q 

Yes 


Yes 

Q 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Q 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Q 

Yes 


Yes 

Q 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Q 
Q 

Yes 


Yes 

Q 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Q 

Yes 

Q 

Yes 
Yes 

Q 

Yes 


Yes 
Yes 

Q 
Q 
Q 

Yes 
No 
No 
No 

Q 
Q 

Yes 


Extracts  from  the  Replies. 
Mr.  Atkins,  the  President  of  the  Society,  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  answering  every  question  with  a  straight  yes 
or  no. 

Mr.  Betty  has  a  distinction  of  the  opposite  kind  :  he 
writes  a  reply  to  each  and  we  have  endeavoured  to  give 
the  sense  of  these.  He  thinks  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts 
"can  be  simplified,"  is  not  in  favour  of  division  of  the 
Minor  without  a  curriculum,  and  is  in  favour  of  Clause  7. 

Mr.  Octavius  Corder  says  Yes  to  No.  2,  "if  poisonous 


substances  are  to  be  notified,"  and  his  remark  on  No.  6  is 
"  It  appears  to  be  the  only  settlement  of  the  question." 

Mr.  Currie  is  "in  favour  of  a  division  of  the  Minor  in 
some  way,"  and  is  "opposed  to  the  third  subdivision  of 
the  Poisons  Schedule  and  strongly  upholds  the  principle 
that  the  education  of  the  vendor  is  the  only  safeguard  in 
the  sale  of  poisons,"  and  as  to  No.  6  says,  "  I  am  not  in 
favour  of  qualified  assistantship,  as  against  qualified  owner- 
ship" in  shop.    Clause  7  expresses  his  views. 

Mr.  Gibson  considers  that  titles  should  be  restricted  to 
qualified  individuals  or  companies  the  directors  of  which 
should  all  be  qualified.  He  would  be  satisfied  with 
nothing  short  of  the  individual  qualification  of  every 
director  of  a  limited  company. 

Mr.  Lord  Gifford's  qualifications  are  : 

(1)  To  have  the  Council  perfectly  representative  is  of 
course  desirable.  That  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme  would,  per  se, 
effect  this  object,  I  doubt.  Perfect  organisation  is  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  perfect  representation.  We  have  a 
paper  organisation. 

(3)  These  questions  of  examination  depend  upon  the 
nature  of  the  qualification.  Is  it  an  owner's — i.e.]  a  personal 
— or  an  assistant's  qualification  ?  Settle  that,  then  deal 
with  the  examinations. 

(5)  The  Acts  of  Parliament  order  examination  to  precede 
use  of  titles.  To  permit  use  without  qualification  is  sense- 
less. 

Mr.  Hagon,  "As  a  candidate  standing  for  Wales 
Nationally  and  Territorially,  advocates  territorial  repre 
sentation."  And  to  No.  6  says  :  "  No  !  it  does  not  go  far 
enough." 

Mr.  Higgs  writes  very  fully  on  most  of  the  questions. 
Like  Mr.  Gibson,  he  considers  "  Total  unconditional  repeal 
of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts  would  be  prejudicial  to 
chemists'  interests " ;  and  he  says  in  regard  to  No.  6  : 
"  This  state  practically  exists  now  by  virtue  of  the  enact- 
ment that  sales  of  poisons  can  only  be  made  by  registered 
chemists.  I  base  my  contention  on  Act  of  1868,  '  unlawful 
for  any  person  to  keep  open  shop,'  consequently  it  should 
be  unlawful  for  companies  unless  the  controllers  (directors), 
principals,  or  proprietors  are  qualified  persons." 

Mr.  Paterson  gives  a  straight  "yes"  or  "no"  to  the 
questions,  giving  pithy  comments  on  each,  that  on  No.  o 
being  : 

The  only  logical  position  for  us  to  take  up  is  that  the 
proprietor  of  each  business  should  be  a  person  qualified 
under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  and  that  no  branch  shop  should 
be  allowed  unless  there  is  a  partner  also  qualified  able  to  be 
there  and  take  charge  of  it.  If  any  compromise  of  this 
position  is  attempted  to  be  made,  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
resisted. 

Mr.  Pickering  is  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Medi- 
cine-stamp Acts  as  regards  "  a  chemist's  own  specialities." 
As  to  No.  4  he  says  : 

The  education  of  the  vendor  is  a  primary  consideration. 
The  facilities  for  obtaining  dangerous  poisons  should  not  be 
increased,  but  the  restrictions  need  greater  enforcement. 
Poison  legislation  should  most  decidedly  reserve  to  the 
qualified  individual  the  right  to  protect  the  public  from 
indiscriminate  use  and  sales  of  poisons. 

Mr.  Robinson's  reply  we  give  in  full  as  the  explanation 
of  the  Q's  against  his  name  in  the  table  : 

I  think  it  better  that  members  of  the  Council  should  be" 
elected  as  representatives  who  will  give  their  best  considera- 
tion to  the  work  before  them,  after  full  inquiry,  rather  than 
to  pledge  themselves  to  specific  points  beforehand  which 
they  might  find  fettered  their  judgment  unduly. 

I  therefore  desire  to  inform  you  that  my  policy,  if  elected, 
would  be  to  continue  as  heretofore  to  maintain  the  best 
interests  of  our  business  and  profession  as  a  whole,  and 
you  may  possibly  know  that  I  have  striven  to  get  the  Minor 
examination  divided.  The  education  of  the  vendor  is  most 
important  as  regards  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  we  are  all 
most  anxious  to  preserve  that  principle.  Titles  should  only 
be  used  by  those  who  have  passed  the  examinations  and 
gained  the  right  to  use  them. 

I  approve  of  our  proposed  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  am  trying 
to  get  approval  of  the  same  by  Government  and  member! 
of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Sargeani's  only  comment  is  on  No.  6,  as  to  which 
he  says:  "I  should  regard  as  'satisfactory'  no  arrange- 
ment which  did  not  at  least  ensure  the  personal  qualifica- 
tion of  those  who  in  fact  overlook  such  shops — that  is,  the 
directors  in  the  case  of  limited  liability  companies." 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.  The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  May  12. 

LAEGE  supplies_  were  offered  at  the  auctions  of  old  and 
new  drugs  held  to-day,  and  with  a  dull  tone  a 
large  proportion  of  the  goods  passed  the  hammer  unsold, 
there  being  few  price-alterations  of  importance.  Probably 
the  most  interesting  feature  was  the  moderate  quantities  of 
Rio  and  Cartagena  ipecacuanha  catalogued  "without  re- 
serve," and  with  keen  competition  a  decline  of  4(Z.  to  6d. 
per  lb.  was  registered.  Another  feature  was  the  offering 
of  new  asafetida,  partly  consisting  of  some  very  fine  quality, 
which  sold  at  irregular  but  full  prices.  Benzoin  of  all 
grades  was  quite  neglected ;  buchu-leaves  were  about 
steady,  and  cardamoms  were  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb.  easier, 
good  and  fine  being  neglected.  Calumba  sold  at  high 
prices  considering  the  quality,  and  for  dragon's-blood 
there  was  no  demand.  Ergot  is  tending  easier,  and  gam- 
boge sold  steadily.  Low  guaiacum  brought  high  prices, 
and  Jamaica  honey  sold  at  unchanged  rates.  Menthol  re- 
mains easy,  and  myrrh  is  still  scarce  and  firmly  held. 
Several  parcels,  of  peppermint  oil  were  bought  in  at 
nominal  prices.  Rhubarb  was  in  fair  demand  at  steady 
prices,  and  the  better  grades  of  sarsaparilla  were  wanting. 
There  has  lately  been  a  good  demand  for  Tinnevelly  senna, 
and  the  offerings  consisted  mostly  of  second-hand  parcels. 
Beeswax  showed  no  material  alteration.  "Outside"  the 
drug-auctions,  business  has  improved  slightly,  but  is  still 
very  quiet,  the  chief  features  being  a  considerable  decline 
in  the  shellac-market  for  delivery,  and  cloves  are  also 
lower.  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  still  tending  lower. 
Makers  of  chlorate  of  potash  have  arranged  a  convention, 
and  prices  may  eventually  be  higher.  Quinine  in  second- 
hands  is  easier  again,  with  a  total  absence  of  demand.  The 
following  table  shows  the  principal  alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Pota  ssium 
chlorate 

Wax  (bees') 
(Jam. ) 

Balsam  tolu 
Cloves 

Oil,  sassafras 
Quinine 
(sec.  hands) 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Cardamoms 
Ergot 
Gamboge 
Ginger 
Ipecacuanha 
(Rio  &  Cart.) 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Shellac 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  May  12  : — Refined  camphor,  menthol,  and 
Japanese  wax  are  all  dull  of  sale.  Carnauba  wax  is 
firmly  held. 

New  York,  May  12  : — Easy  conditions  prevail  with 
regard  to  business.  Opium  continues  lifeless,  $2. 70c.  per 
lb.  being  quoted  for  single  cases  of  druggists'.  Refined 
camphor  is  quoted  61c,  senega  69c,  balsam  copaiba  31c, 
Para  balsam  copaiba  35c,  cod-liver  oil,  $60  per  barrel, 
and  menthol  $5  per  lb.  All  the  foregoing  show  an  easy 
tendency.  Podophyllum  root  is  hardening  at  9c.  per  lb., 
and  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  scarce,  10c.  per  lb.  being  asked. 


Bergen,  May  11  : — The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norwav  since  the  beginning  of  the  season  now  amounts 
to  41,354,000,  which  has  yielded  11.758  barrels  of  oil.  In 
the  corresponding  week  of  May,  1903,  the  catch  amounted 
to  38,242,000,  and  the  yield  to  1.967  barrels,  and  in  1902 
at  the  same  period  38.353,000  cod  were  caught,  the  yield 
being  17,816  barrels.  Fishing  at  Finmarken  is  slowly  pro- 
gressing, and  the  market  is  still  falling,  finest  new  non- 
congealing  oil  offering  at  195.?.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 


Acid,  Citric. — The  market  continues  to  show  a  fair 
amount  of  animation,  and  price  is  firm  at  1.?.  per  lb.  for 
English  crystals. 

Alcohol. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  South  German 
branch  of  the  alcohol  ring  it  was  found,  upon  investiga- 
tion, that  the  recent  action  of  the  "ring''  in  advancing 
the  price  of  methylated  spirit  had  resulted  in  a  noticeable 
decrease  in  the  quantity  consumed. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction  good  manufacturing  St.  Vin- 
cent sold  at  Iff/,  to  1|</.  per  lb.,  being  steady. 

Bayberry. — Mail  advices  to  hand  from  New  York  on 
Wednesday  state  that  bayberry-bark  has  moved  more 
freely  at  a  slight  concession  from  former  prices,  6gC  to  7c. 
per  lb.  being  quoted. 

Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  moderate  supplies 
were  offered,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  second- 
hand lots,  practically  all  sold,  at  or  after  the  auction,  at 
an  average  unit  of  Iff/.,  being  unchanged  compared  with 
the  previous  London  and  Amsterdam  sales.  The  bark 
contained  the  equivalent  of  10,000  oz.  of  quinine  sulphate. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  bark  offered  and 
sold : 

Packages  Packages 
Offered  Sold 

South  American  cinchona   424  of  which  303 

East  Indian  cinchona    1,081      ,,  852 

African  cinchona    116  ,, 

Java  cinchona   50       ,,  19 

Ceylon  cinchona    32       ,,  32 

1,703  1,220 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark 
purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  : 

Lbs. 

American  and  Italian  factories   54,975 

Brunswick  factory   45,333 

Frankfort- on-M.  and  Stuttgart  factories        ...  43,135 

Imperial  Quinine-factory     37,426 

Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories    17,925 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   828 

Druggists,  &c   38,055 

Total  quantity  sold   237,677 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn    103,619 

Total  quantity  offered  and  sold  ...  341,296 
The  prices  paid  were  as  follows  : 

South  American. — Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya,  fair  to  good 
quill,  6|rf.  to  9(7.  ;  broken  and  chips,  5d. 

African. — Fair  quill,  5^d.  to  5|rf. 

Java. — Hybrid,  stem  and  branch,  4jf'.  to  5|</. 

Ceylon. — Ledgeriana,  natural  stem  chips,  5|<i.  ;  renewed, 
ditto,  4|</.  ;  twigs,  4rf.  per  lb. 

East  Indian. — Ledgeriana,  natural  stem  chips,  4|''.  to  5gd.  ; 
twigs,  3</.  ;  Crown,  natural  stem  chips  and  shavings,  fair  to  good 
rich,  4d.  to  6</.  ;  ordinary,  lfcZ.  to  2|</.  ;  renewed  ditto,  fair  to 
good  rich,  4rf.  to  Sd.  ;  branch,  Z^rf.  to  Zl<l.  Succirubra,  stem 
chips  and  shavings,  ordinary  to  fair,  2\d.  to  3s</.  ;  root,  2£d. 
per  lb. 

In  the  drug-auction  54  serons  of  fair  Loxa  bark  sold  at 
Is.,  with  one  lot  at  1?.  1</. 

The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on  May  19  will 
consist  of  7,337  bales  and  566  cases,  weighing  706.962 
kilos.,  and  containing  33.267  kilos,  of  quinine  sulphate. 
The  average  percentage  of  quinine  in  the  manufacturing 
bark  is  5.18  per  cent.,  against  4.58  per  cent,  for  the  April 
auction,  and  an  average  of  5.52  per  cent,  for  the  ten 
auctions  of  1903. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  unaltered  at  from  20/.  5.5.  per  ton, 
spot,  to  211.  10s.  for  finest  colour. 
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Gambier. — Good  pale  cubes  have  been  sold  at  34s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Naphthaline. — There  is  a  brisk  trade  in  this  article, 
quotations  for  balls  ranging  from  10s.  to  16s.  per  cwt., 
according  to  quantity.  Discs,  tablets,  and  candles  are 
quoted  at  proportionately  higher  rates. 

Oil,  Castor. — Calcutta  seconds  is  quoted  2^rZ.  per  lb., 
and  Hull  make  at  191.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  for  first-pressing  for 
prompt  delivery,  and  111.  2s.  6d.  for  second-pressing,  ex 
wharf  London.  Belgian  is  offered  at  191.  10s.  for  firsts 
and  171.  10s.  for  seconds.  The  market  generally  is  steady, 
and  there  is  a  little  more  inquiry. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — There  is  practically  a  total  absence  of 
demand  this  week,  as  the  chief  consuming  season  is  now  at 
an  end.  It  is  reported  that  the  Norwegian  banks  are 
pressing  for  liquidation  of  their  advances  to  some  of  the 
refiners,  and  this  helps  to  depress  prices.  Agents  quote 
200s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  for  May- June  shipment,  up  to 
210s.,  c.i.f.,  without  engagement. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  May  7  that  "  the  Fin- 
marken  fishing  still  makes  small  progress,  but  the  reports 
state  that  the  prospects  for  the  fishing  remain  very  good, 
large  shoals  of  cod  being  present  and  the  seals  absent.  The 
oil-market  is  quite  dull,  and  no  sales  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  this  week.  The  last  quotation  of  200s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.  Bergen,  for  finest  non-congealing  cod-liver  oil  is  still 
maintained,  and  many  sellers  are  holding  back,  being  con- 
vinced that  higher  prices  will  prevail  when  the  Finmarken 
fishing  is  closed.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount 
to  2,294  barrels,  against  1,034  barrels  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year." 

Opium. — All  descriptions  remain  dull  of  sale,  and  a  con- 
tinued depressed  feeling  characterises  the  market. 

Smyrna,  May  6. — Market  firmer,  with  Id.  per  lb.  advance 
on  all  rich  manufacturing  material.  The  sales  this  week 
amount  to  34  cases,  25  of  which  are  for  the  United  States 
and  the  balance  for  the  Continent.  Common  grades  keep 
low,  as  buyers  of  late  turn  their  attention  more  to  the  rich 
Karahissars  and  Yerlis.  The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to 
1.817  cases,  against  5,038  at  same  period  last  year.  Besides 
the  above  sales,  30  cases  Karahissar  have  been  shipped  to 
London  on  consignment.  This  quality  is  worth  to-day 
6s.  7c?.  per  lb.  f.o.b.,  being  usual  run  Karahissar  talequale. 

Potash  Chlorate. — A  combination  has  been  arranged 
between  the  French,  Swedish,  and  British  makers  in  order 
to  maintain  prices,  and  they  have  decided  to  quote  2§(Z.  to 
Zd.  per  lb.,  net,  according  to  quality,  for  crystals  or 
powder.  If  the  syndicate  should  be  successful  in  holding- 
together,  prices  may  advance  later. 

Quicksilver. — The  imports  during  April  amounted  to 
5,084  bottles,  against  519  in  April,  1903,  and  5,570  bottles 
in  April,  1902.  So  far  this  year  21,169  bottles  have  been 
imported,  compared  with  21,437  bottles  during  the  first 
four  months  of  1903.  Exports  during  April  were  661 
bottles,  compared  with  3,021,  and  from  January  to  April 
the  exports  have  been  6.855  bottles,  against  8,929  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1903. 

Quinine. — The  market  in  second-hands  has  been  in- 
active throughout,  the  tendency  being  easier,  with  sellers 
of  good  German  brands  of  sulphate  at  life?,  per  oz.,  spot, 
and  for  new  goods  Is.  is  asked. 

The  s.s.  Anchiscs  from  Batavia  has  brought  114  cases. 

Saffron. — Owing  to  lack  of  important  demand,  both 
here  and  in  Spain,  the  market  is  hardly  so  firm  as  it  was, 
but  there  is  no  material  alteration  in  prices,  which  range 
from  33s.  to  35s.  per  lb.  for  Valencia,  and  26s.  for  good 
Alicante. 

Senega. — The  market  remains  easy  at  from  2s.  7^d.  to 
2s.  8(7.  per  lb.,  net,  and  for  shipment  2s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  is 
quoted  for  quantity. 

Spices. — At  auction  Jamaica  Ginger  was  in  large 
supply,  and  the  bulk  sold  at  irregular  but  generally  steady 
prices,  including  bold  and  medium  dullish  hard  at  50s., 
fair  to  good  bright  washed  at  47s.  to  49s.,  middling  washed 
40s.  to  42s.  6d.,  ordinary  dullish  to  middling  dullish  36s. 
to  39s.,  dark  34s.  to  35s.,  and  Rhatoon  33s.  Brown 
Calicut  rough  sold  at  25s.,  and  without  reserve  washed 
rough  mixed  with  small  22s.  to  23s.,  and  fair  ditto  23s.  to 
23s.  6d.  Fair  Tellicherry  Pepper  was  bought  in  at  5§(Z., 
grey  Alleppy  at  5^d.,  and  fair  5|<Z.  Ceylon  sold  at  5§(Z. 
to  5JcZ.  for  good  and  6§tZ.  for  fine.  Privately  there  are 
sellers  of  Singapore  for  July-September  shipment  at  5fy(Z. 


Good  white  Singapore  was  bought  in  at  auction  at  8|rZ. 
and  fair  Siam  at  8|cZ.  ;  fine  Ceylon  (20)  sold  at  9J,cZ.  Fair 
Pimento  was  bought  in  at  3i<Z.  to  3f<Z.  Nutmegs  and 
Mace  were  quiet.  Fair  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in  at 
8|<Z.,  and  Ceylon  (18)  sold  at  8fcZ.  for  fine  bright  and  8±>d. 
for  good.  Privately  the  market  has  declined,  there  being 
sellers  of  Zanzibar  on  Wednesday  at  8-^gd.  for  June- 
August  and  8,VZ.  for  August-October  delivery. 

London  Drug-auctions. 

Owing  to  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  the  next  drug-sales 
will  take  place  a  month  hence — June  9 — when  "  new 
and  old"  goods  will  be  offered. 
The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered 

and  sold  : 

Offered 

Agar-agar   6  .. 

Albumen  (egg)   2  .. 

Aloes — 

Cape   3  .. 

Curasao   39  .. 

Soeotrine    35  .. 

Zanzibar   18  .. 

Ambergris   7  .. 

Ammoniacum    7  .. 

Aniseed   100  .. 

Annatto-seed    31  .. 

Antimony  (Jap.  ei\)   28  .. 

Areca    63  .. 

Asafetida    275  .. 

Balsam — 

Canada    1  .. 

Copaiba   13  .. 

Peru    3  ., 

Tolu   29  .. 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    36  .. 

Siam    12  .. 

Sumatra   196  .. 

"Blue"   1  .. 

Buchu   57  .. 

Calumba   77  .. 

Camphor  (refined)     16  .. 

Canella  alba   9  .. 

Cannabis  indica  ...    27  .. 

Cardamoms    704  .. 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  300  .. 

Cassia  fistula    15  .. 

Chiretta   23  .. 

Cinchona    115  .. 

Civet    10  .. 

Coca-leaves    26  .. 

Cocculus  ind   200  .. 

Colocynth   15  .. 

Croton-seed    27  .. 

Cubebs    30  .. 

Cumin-seed    37  .. 

Cus-cus   10  .. 

Cutch   1  •• 

Divi-divi   72  .. 

Dragons'-blood   13  .. 

Elemi   37  .. 

Ergot    35  .. 

Galangal    12  .. 

Galls    4  •• 

Gambier   1  .. 

Gamboge    26  .. 

Gentian   24  .. 

Guaiacum    27  . . 

Gum  acacia    96  .. 

Honey — 

Australian   17  .. 

Cuban   12  .. 

Heather  (tins)  ...    78  .. 

Honolulu    79  .. 

Jamaica   340  .. 

Tunisian  (tins)...  50.. 
Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   27  .. 

Minas   10  .. 

Rio(Matto  Grosso)  34 


Jalap 
Kino 
Kola 


12 
27 
27 


Lime-seed   1 


Liquorice-juice. 
Loofahs  


20 
1 


Sold  Offered 

1  Madder    1  . 

0     Marshmallow    6  . 

Mastich   12  . 

.     0     Menthol   22  . 

,.    39  Musk— 

0        Yunnan  pod   1  . 

8        Tonquin  pod   1  . 

2  seed   3  . 

..     0     Myrrh   18  . 

40     Nux  vomica    145  . 

..     9  Oil— 

0        cajuput    2  . 

,.    10        castor  (E.I.)   10  . 

130        cananga   5  . 

cedarwood   2  . 

0  cinnamon-leaf  ...  4  . 

1  citronella    20  . 

0        clove    1  . 

,.    20        eucalyptus   70  . 

geranium    2  . 

2  lemongrass    20  . 

0        linseed    1  . 

0  nutmeg    4  . 

1  orange   2  . 

6        patchouli    5  . 

20        peppermint    31  . 

.    11        rose   7  . 

0        sassafras    5  . 

2  vetivert    2  . 

317        wintergreen    2  . 

0        wood    49  . 

..     3  Opium  (pdr.)  (lbs.)  71  . 

0     Orange-peel   32  . 

54     Pistachio    23  . 

0     Poppy-heads   2  . 

15     Pumice-stone    10  . 

..  180     Puree   2  . 

0  Quassia-wood(tons)  21  . 

''     0     Rhubarb   113  . 

0     Rose-petals    1  . 

0  Sarsaparilla — 
10        Honduras    24  . 

1  Lima    63  . 

*;    66        Native   22  . 

0  Scammony-root  ...  20  . 
6     Seedlac    5  . 

.    14  Senna — 

10        Alex   80  . 

4        Tinnevelly   115  . 

1  Sesame-seed   14  . 

..     9     Soy   23  . 

..    24     Squill   8  . 

..     5     Sticklac   57  . 

37  Tamarinds — 

W.I   250  . 

..     0        E.I   138  . 

0     Tonka-beans   19  . 

0     Tragacanth    1  . 

0     Turmeric    188  . 

,  137     Vanilla    5  . 

10  Wax  (bees')— 

African    33  . 

19        Australian   2  . 

0        East  Indian    29  . 

28        Jamaica   8  . 

0        Morocco   66  . 

0        Spanish   9  . 

13        West  Indian   4  . 

0  Zanzibar   67  . 

*10  Wax  vegetable 

1  (Japun)    79  . 

Sold  privately. 
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Albumen.— Chinese  egg  of  fair  pale  quality  was  held 
for  Is.  8c?.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — Of  Curacao,  22  boxes  were  offered  by  one 
broker  and  5  sold  at  18  s.  to  20s.,  for  dull  liver,  for  a 
further  17  boxes  25s.  6c?.  was  paid  for  good  capey,  and 
21s.  6c?.  for  not  quite  so  good.  Zanzibar  aloes  was  also  in 
demand,  good  hard  hepatic  in  skins  realising  52s.  6d.  to 
57s.  6c?.,  fair,  42s.  6d.,  and  common  20s.  to  26s.  Bright 
soft  Socotrine  were  taken  out  without  mention  of  price. 

Aniseed. — Fair  clean  Levant  seed  sold  at  17s.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  and  Spanish  was  held  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Annatto  Seed. — Nine  bags  of  fair  Madras  sold  at  3|c?. 
per  lb. 

Areca. — Ten  bags  of  fair  sold  at  lis.  per  cwt.,  and  for 
another  lot  of  good  small  to  bold  bright  15s.  was  wanted. 

Asafetida. — Two  new  arrivals  from  the  Persian  Gulf 
were  offered  to-day,  and  the  bulk  consisted  of  very  good 
quality,  but  owing  to  the  extreme  prices  asked  a  moderate 
quantity  only  sold  at  irregular  to  full  up  prices. 
Fine  grey  gum,  a  little  pinky  and  partly  loose,  sold  at 
51.  10s.  ;  good  pinky  block  at  78s.  to  79s.  ;  and  good  grey 
gum,  slightly  soft,  from  67s.  to  73s.  ;  good  almondy  block, 
70s.  to  75s.  ;  rather  brown  ditto,  66s. ;  heavy  grey  block, 
60s.,  down  to  52s.  6c?.  for  dark.  Several  lots  of  fine  gum, 
but  sea  damaged,  sold  at  from  42s.  to  46s.,  and  low  block 
without  reserve  brought  from  9s.  to  10s.  per  .cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Fair  pale  Para  was  held  at  Is.  5d. 
per  lb.,  and  one  cloudy  sold  at  Is.  Z±d.  Good  bright  fil- 
tered Maranham  from  Liverpool  was  limited  at  Is.  Id.  per 
lb.  and  for  a  case  of  good  thick  opaque  Cartagena  a  bid 
of  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  is  to  be  submitted. 

Balsam  Tolu  continues  easy.  At  auction  to  day  6  cases 
of  large  tins,  slightly  soft  and  partly  drossy,  sold  at  9c?.  to 
9±d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Quite  neglected  in  auction.  Fair  almondy 
Sumatra  seconds,  slightly  false  packed,  were  limited  at 
from  67.  5s.  to  61.  10s.,  and  good  Palembang  gum  held  at 
50s.  ;  a  few  cases  of  ordinary  glassy  selling  at  47s.  6d.  Good 
loose  partly  blocky  Siam  almonds  were  bought  in  at  21/. 

The  Ajax  has  brought  66  packages  from  Singapore. 

Buchu. — Slow  of  sale.  A  few  bales  of  fair  round  leaf 
brought  8<7.  per  lb.,  and  for  yellowish  and  stalky  round 
l^d.  per  lb.  was  paid.  Common  yellowish  were  obtainable 
at  6d.,  and  good  long  greens  sold  at  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 

.Caltjmba. — Twenty  bags  of  low  dark  lean  tongue  sorts 
sold  at  from  13s.  6d.  to  14s.  per  cwt. 

Camphor. — In  auction  five  cases  of  English  refined 
camphor  in  1  oz.  blocks  were  limited  at  3s.  per  lb.,  and 
11  cases  of  Japanese  tablets  in  assorted  sizes  sold  at  from 
2s.  6d.  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  "  without  reserve."  Privately  there 
is  no  change  to  report,  business  being  very  quiet. 

The  s.s.  Gannet  from  Havre  has  brought  443  cases. 

Cannabis  Indica. — In  better  supply,  although  firmly 
held  at  4s.  3c?.  per  lb.  for  tops,  a  small  sale  being  made 
at  this  figure  in  auction. 

Cardamoms. — The  large  supplies  at  auction  met  with  a 
fair  demand,  and  about  half  sold  at  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb. 
decline  on  the  medium  and  common  grades,  of  which  the 
bulk  consisted,  the  finer  qualities  being  mostly  neglected 
and  bought  in.  The  following  prices  were  paid  :  Fair 
bold  palish  smooth,  Is.  11c?. ;  bold  medium  pale.  Is.  2c?. 
to  Is.  4c?.  ;  small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  ;  small 
palish,  9c7.  to  lid.  ;  very  small  pale,  8^d.  ;  brown  split  and 
pickings,  8^r7.  to  9c7.  Seed,  10±d.  to  lie?,  per  lb.  Good 
bold  pale  were  bought  in  at  from  2s.  to  2s.  2d. 

Coca  Leaves. — Medium  Ceylon  leaves  sold  at  lie?,  to 
ll|c7. 

-  Cocculus  Indicus. — Fair  Cochin  was  bought  in  at 
7s.  per  cwt.,  and  180  bags  or  ordinary  dark  sold  "  without 
reserve  "  at  from  6s.  to  6s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Colocynth. — Fair  small  to  medium  pale  Turkey  apple 
was  obtainable  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  yellowish  and 
broken  at  Is.  4</. 

Cus  Cus.—  Ten  bales  of  fair  from  Cochin  sold  at  12s.  6e?. 
per  cwt.  subject  to  approval. 


Dragon's  Blood. — Fair  finger  in  reeds  was  limited  at 
9/.  per  cwt.,  which  is  the  price  asked  privately.  Medium 
lump  was  bought  in  at  from  61.  5s.  to  61.  15s.  per  cwt. 

Elemi. — Fair  Manila  sold  at  30s.  per  cwt. 

Ergot. — Tending  easier.  Four  bags  of  fair  bold  Spanish 
realised  Is.  3c?.  per  lb.  Good  bold  was  limited  at  Is.  6c7. 
Four  bags  ordinary  small  and  dusty  Russian  sold  without 
reserve  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  another  6  bags  of  rather 
better  quality  brought  Is.  3c?. 

Galls. — Four  bags  of  blue  Turkey  galls  were  sold  at 
53s.  6c?.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — A  new  parcel  of  Siam  pipe  was  offered  and 
partly  sold  at  14?.  2s.  6c?.  for  7  cases  of  fair  bright  blocky 
and  partly  mixed  pipe.  A  case  of  pickings  sold  at  14?., 
and  sea-damaged  brought  137.  12s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  Sixteen 
cases  of  good  bright  unsorted  but  slightly  false-packed 
were  bought  in  at  167.  Six  packages  have  arrived  per 
Ajax  from  Singapore. 

Gentian. — Common  lean  sold  "without  reserve"  at  20s. 
per  cwt.  gross  for  net  reweights. 

Guaiacum. — Seven  packages  of  low  drossy  and  common 
gum,  which  has  been  scarce  and  wanted,  sold  readily  at 
6c?.  per  lb.  Eight  other  cases  of  similar  quality  were 
bought  in  at  8c7.  per  lb. 

Gum  Arabic. — Five  cases  of  dullish  Trieste  grains  were 
held  at  rather  higher  prices,  82s.  per  cwt.  being  wanted. 
Thirty-four  cases  of  Oomra  bold  pale  and  amber  sold  at 
17s.  6c?.  per  cwt.,  without  reserve,  and  two  cases  good 
white  Soudan  sold  at  60s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Jamaica  was  in  fair  demand  at  unaltered 
prices.  Good  pale  set  in  cases  sold  at  25s.  to  26s.,  good 
liquid  amber  in  casks  brought  23s.,  fair  red  liquid  18s.  to 
18s.  6c?.,  common  dark  red  in  barrels  16s.    A  moderate 

j  quantity  sold,  without  reserve,  at  from  15s.  6c7.  up  to 
28s.  6c?.  for  all  more  or  less  water  and  smoke  damaged. 
Common  sugary  Honolulu  was  limited  at  from  18s.  to  20s., 
and  fair  at  22s.    Nice  pale  liquid  Tunisian  in  tins  partly 

j  sold  at  18s.  The  arrivals  this  week  include  146  barrels 
and  156  barrels  from  Jamaica. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  feature  of  this  article  was  the  offer- 
ings of  Cartagena  and  Rio  "without  reserve,"  the  conse- 
quence being  that  prices  of  the  former  declined  4e?.  to  6c?. 
per  lb.,  and  the  latter  4e?.  per  lb.  Ordinary  dull  wirey 
to  fair  annulated  Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  sold  at  from 
4s.  2c?.  to  4s.  5c?.,  and  fair  to  good  at  4s.  6c?.  to  4s.  7c?.,  a 
bale  of  plump  selling  at  4s.  8</.  Dull  Cartagena  sold  at 
from  4s.  lrZ.  to  4s.  3c7.  per  lb.  From  another  catalogue 
sea-damaged  Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  brought  4s.  4f7.  to  4s.  6c?. 

Jalap. — Twelve  bales  small  to  medium  fair  Vera  Cruz 
were  limited  at  5c?.  per  lb. 

Kola. — Fine  bold  Ceylon  brought  5c?.  per  lb.  subject  to 
approval,  for  2  boxes.  Fair  West  Indian  sold  at  5c7.  to  6c7. 

Liquorice-juice. — Ten  cases  of  Baron  Amarelli  brand 
(Italian)  in  2  oz.  sticks  were  bought  in  at  57s.  6c?.,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  parcel  had  been  sold  privately. 

Mastich. — For  good  pale  tear  from  Smyrna  Is.  4e?.  per 
lb.  "subject"  was  paid. 

Menthol. — Eleven  cases  of  Kobayashi  brand  were 
limited  at  16s.  6c?.  per  lb.,  and  an  odd  case  of  this  brand 
sold  without  reserve  at  16s.  per  lb. 

Musk-seed. — Two  bags  of  ordinary  West  Indian  sold 
at  7c?.  per  lb. 

Myrrh.— Good  picked  small  to  bold  Aden  were  limited 
at  57.  15s.  per  cwt.,  and  3  bales  of  pale  but  dusty  sorts 
sold  at  92s.  6c?.  per  cwt. 

Oils,  Essential. — Four  cases  of  Cinnamon-leaf  oil  were 
limited  at  2\d.  per  oz.  Eucalyptus  oil,  containing  50  per 
cent,  of  cineol,  was  held  at  Is.  per  lb.,  and  for  10  cases 
of  Clarke's  oil  10^c?.  was  wanted.  An  odd  case  of  Clove 
oil  from  Singapore  sold,  without  reserve,  at  2s.  4c?.  per  lb. 
Two  pots  of  Rose  oil  sold  at  lc?.  to  l^e?.  per  oz.  for  com- 
mon, and  Id.  per  oz.  for  settlings.  Sassafras  oil  is  easier, 
j  being  held  at  2s.  4c?.  per  lb. 
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Rhubarb. — In  fair  demand.  Five  cases  small  flat 
High-dried,  with  two-thirds  pale  pinky  fracture,  sold  at 
ll^d.  per  lb.,  and  a  case  of  fine  bold  flat,  with  seven- 
eighths  good  pinky  fracture,  brought  Is.  Id.  Three  cases 
medium  to  flat  Shensi,  with  three-quarters  good  fracture, 
sold  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  Medium  to  bold  round  Canton, 
part  roughly  trimmed,  with  half  pinky  and  half  grey  and 
dark  fracture,  sold  at  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb. ;  and  small 
part  trimming  root,  part  stalky,  sold  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.,  subject. 

Rose-petals. — A  bale  of  French  sold,  without  reserve, 
at  Is.  10(7.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Of  genuine  grey  Jamaica,  three  bales  of 
common  were  offered  and  bought  in  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
Native  Jamaica  was  in  fair  supply,  but  no  fine  red  offered. 
Common  mixed  to  fair  red  sold  at  from  6d.  to  lid.  per 
lb.  Three  bales  of  Lima  sold  at  lOd.  per  lb.,  and  several 
parcels  of  Honduras  were  limited  at  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d. 
per  lb. 

Seedlac. — Five  boxes  of  small  dusty  native  Madras 
brought  11.  17s.  6d. 

Senna.— Tinnevelly  was  firmly  held,  but  the  bulk  of  the 
offerings  was  held  at  prices  above  buyers'  ideas,  and  most 
of  the  goods  were  in  second  hands.  Dark  Tinnevelly  pods 
were  sold  at  l%d.,  and  more  is  aavilable  at  this  price;  good 
pale  Alexandrian  pods  were  limited  at  5d.  per  lb. 

Soy. — Nothing  was  sold  in  auction.  Privately  business 
has  been  done  at  Is.  Id.  per  gal. 

Tamarinds. — East  Indian,  of  low  stony  quality,  sold  at 
5s.  per  cwt.  for  98  cases.  Good  bright  Barbados  of  new 
crop  sold  at  10s.  per  cwt.  in  bond,  landing  weights. 

Turmeric. — Thirty-five  bags  of  fair  finger  from  Bombay 
sold  at  9s.  3(7.  per  cwt.,  and  40  packages  of  common 
Madras  bulbs  were  limited  at  7s.  Privately  split  Cochin 
bulbs  have  been  sold  at  7s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  sold  at  firm  rates,  fair  to  good 
palish  red  and  brown  to  dark  selling  at  from  11.  2s.  6d. 
to  11.  Is.  6d.  Fair  pale  West  Indian  (Grenada)  sold  at 
61.  15s. ;  and  2  cases  of  adulterated  Jamaica,  containing 
30  per  cent,  of  wheaten  flour,  were  taken  out.  Slightly 
wormy  and  drossy  Zanzibar  (42  bales)  sold  at  61.  15s.  to 
61.  17?.  6d.,  being  steady.  A  case  of  fair  mixed  Australian 
brought  11.  2s.  6d. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  little  or  no  improvement  to  be  recorded  in  the 
heavy-chemical  market,  and  business  can  scarcely  be  de- 
scribed as  being  quite  satisfactory  for  the  season  of  the  year. 
Of  course  a  fair  volume  of  trade  is  passing,  but  neither 
home  nor  export  business  is  what  it  should  be.  Nevertheless 
a  fairly  firm  tone  as  regards  values  is  ruling,  and  there  are 
few  changes  of  any  importance. 

Alkali-produce. — Main  products  are  in  fairly  steady  re- 
quest, and  values  are  fully  maintained. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  flat,  and  there  has  been  a  further 
decline  in  quotations,  but  holders  are  not  specially  pushing 
sales.  Nearest  values :  Beckton,  121.  Is.  Zd.  to  121.  2s.  6(7. ; 
Beckton  terms,  111.  17s.  6(7. ;  London.  121.  to  12/.  2s.  6c?.; 
Hull  and  Leith,  127.  2s.  6c?. 

Green  Copperas  is  in  about  average  demand,  and  values 
are  fully  maintained.  Best  Lancashire  makes,  37s.  6(7.  to 
40s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  and  Welsh,  lis.  to  12s.  per  ton, 
free  on  rails  in  bulk. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  continue  to  move 
steadily.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English  and  Scotch  delive- 
ries, id.  per  lb.,  less  2j  per  cent.  Glasgow,  with  export 
figure  -4<7.  per  lb.  less  and  net.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English 
and  Scotch  deliveries,  2\d.  per  lb.,  less  2g  per  cent.  Glas- 
gow, and  export,  2d.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Barium  Products. — The  late  better  demand  has  been  well 
maintained,  and  seems  likely  to  be.  Values  are  firm  and 
without  alteration.  Blanc  fixe,  pure  precipitated  sulphate 
of  barium  in  paste  form,  5?.  15s.  to  67.  5s.  per  ton  in  8-9 
cwt.  casks.  Chloride  of  barium,  ox-dinary  refined  crystals, 
51.  17s.  6(7.  to  61.  Is.  6(7.  per  ton  in  large  casks,  and 
57.  12s.  6(7.  to  61.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton  in  bags.  Mineral  sulphate 
of  barytes,  ground,  moves  steadily  at  varying  values  from 
40s.  to  100s.  per  ton,  in  accordance  with  quality,  quantity, 
and  package.  Sulphide  of  barium,  crude  calcined,  70  to  75 
per  cent.,  47.  5s.  to  47.  15s.  per   ton   in   7-8  cwt.  casks. 


Hydrate  of  baryta,  purest  crystals,  13?.  10s.  to  14?.  per  ton. 
Nitrate  of  baryta,  crystals,  16?.  10s.  to  17?.  10s.  per  ton, 
and  powdered  16?.  15s.  to  17?.  15s.  per  ton  in  usual  casks. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  May  11. 

African  Ginger. — Four  hundred  bags  have  been  sold  from 
the  quay  at  21s.  per  cwt.  A  further  10  to  15  tons  are 
reported  as  coming  forward. 

Castor  Oil. — There  has  been  rather  more  inquiry  for  re- 
tail parcels  of  good  seconds  Calcutta,  with  sales  at  2\d.  to 
2fsd.  per  lb.  Buyers  seem  rather  more  inclined  to  operate 
for  forward  shipment,  and  considerable  business  is  reported 
on  private  terms. 

Ergot. — Hamburg  agents  quote  Is.  5(7.  per  lb.,  c.  i.f. 

Honey. — Ten  barrels  pile  2  Peruvian  have  been  sold 
at  20s.,  and  10  barrels  Chilian  pile  X.  at  26s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic. — Considerable  business  has  been  passing  at 
rather  lower  rates,  in  consequence  of  which  stocks  have  been 
reduced. 

Balsam  Copaiba  (Maranham). — Recent  arrivals  are  held 
firmly  at  Is.  7(7.  to  Is.  7^(7.  per  lb.  Buyers  seem  unwilling 
to  operate  at  these  figures. 

Canary-seed. — At  auction  52s.  6(7.  per  quarter  was  bid  for 
400  bags  and  refused. 

Potashes. — First  Montreal  was  held  firmly  at  37s.  6(7.  per 
cwt.,  and  only  a  limited  quantity  is  available. 

American  Drug-market. 

New  York,  May  3. 

Business  is  quiet,  with  poor  demand  for  all  drugs,  and  the 
market  has  a  lifeless  tone. 

Aloes,  Curacao. — New  crop  is  coming  in  slowly,  and 
holders  are  firm  with  34C.  asked  for  small  lots. 

Camphor  has  further  declined,  and  64c  will  buy  spot 
goods. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  dull,  but  15c.  seems  to  be  the  inside 
figure  for  last  year's  bark. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  dull  in  the  absence  of  demand,  and 
quotations  are  more  or  less  nominal.  New  oil  could  be 
bought  on  the  spot  at  $70,  and  for  some  brands  less  would 
be  accepted. 

Golden  Seal. — A  better  demand  has  resulted  in  an  ad- 
vance to  $1.20  for  large  lots.    Small  parcels  can  be  obtained 
I  at  $1.15.    The  country  markets  are  bare,  and  spot  stocks  ex- 
ceedingly limited. 

Menthol  has  sold  down  to  $5.25,  and  competition  still 
keeps  the  price  down.  Most  holders  now  ask  $5.35  to  $5.50 
per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  very  firmly  held  at  $3.35  for  bulk,  and 
any  increase  in  demand  would  send  the  price  up.  The  con- 
tinued cold  weather  will  be  responsible  for  even  a  smaller 
crop  than  last  year.  The  spot  market  is  tending  upward. 
Some  small  lots  of  HGH  are  available  at  $3.50,  but  up  to 
$3.90  is  asked. 

Opium  has  declined  at  $2.72i  per  lb. 

Quinine  is  quiet  and  unchanged,  with  manufacturers  quot- 
ing on  a  basis  of  27c. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  very  scarce,  and  9jC  is  an  in- 
side figure  for  round  lots.  An  improved  demand  would 
send  prices  up. 

American  Peppermint  Oil. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter,  dated  April  19, 
written  by  the  A.  M.  Todd  Co.  (Limited)  to  their  London 
agents:  "We  have  had  no  opportunity  to  plant  so  far, 
owing  to  the  cold  weather.  We  are  now  on  the  point  of 
trying,  but  most  of  the  time  will  be  required  to  thaw  out 
the  ground,  and  a  small  amount  of  planting  only  will  be 
possible.  We  are  nearly  three  weeks  behind,  so  that  we 
are  afraid  that  the  crop  for  1904  will  be  light  in  conse- 
quence. The  market  on  our  side  continues  very  firm,  in 
addition  to  which  there  is  practically  no  oil  left  in  the 
growers'  hands  in  the  West,  and  but  little  held  in  New 
York,  as  compared  with  most  years.  We,  therefore,  are 
looking  to  see  the  price  further  advance  before  new  crop 
comes  in.  We  know  of  no  one  else  who  has  done  any 
planting  yet,  and  we  have  received  reports  stating  that  the 
damage  to  the  roots  has  been  as  much  as  forty  per  cent. ; 
with  us  the  damage  has  not  been  quite  so  large  as  that. 
It  is  certainly  rather  discouraging  for  the  mint-growers 
this  season,  and  we  will  certainly  have  a  very  small  crop 
of  oil  unless  things  materially  change,  which  at  the  present 
time  we  have  no  reason  to  expect." 


According  to  .an  Austrian  consular  report  from  Teheran, 
there  appears  to  exist  a  good  demand  throughout  Persia  for 
sulphate  of  quinine,  more  than  10,000  kilos,  being  imported 
annually. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3relano. 


COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  May  4,  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  There  were  pre- 
sent the  President  (Mr.  Johnston  Montgomery,  Bel- 
fast), the  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  F.  Wells),  Dr.  J.  A. 
Walsh,  Professor  Tichborne,  and  Messrs.  George  D. 
Beggs,  Wm.  Jamison,  W.  Vincent  Johnston,  James  Tate, 
J.  Edgar  Connor,  Patrick  Kelly,  D.  W.  Watson,  J.  Smith, 
and  George  Brown. 

Correspondence. 
Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  J.P.,  Belfast,  thanked  the  Council  for 
their  vote  of  condolence  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of 
his  only  son. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  Pharmacy  Board  and  from  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Copyright  Office,  British  Museum,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  copies  of  the  Society's  Calendar. 

The  Vice-President  said  that  the  British  Museum 
authorities  had  written  asking  for  copies  of  previous 
Calendars— in  fact,  demanding  them— although  no  such 
request  or  demand  had  been  made  upon  the  Society  before. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  the  Museum  was  entitled  to 
receive  copies  of  all  such  publications,  and  the  Registrar 
had  accordingly  forwarded  to  the  British  Museum  copies 
as  far  as  available  of  past  Calendars. 

Restoration. 

Mr.  Robert  Mulligan,  of  Sandy  Row,  Belfast,  applied 
for  restoration  of  his  name  to  the  register  of  registered 
druggists,  forwarding  the  usual  fee  of  1/. 

The  President  said  that  Mr.  Mulligan  had  changed 
his  residence,  and  his  name  got  off  the  register  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Council's  intimations  not  having  reached 
him. 

The  name  was  ordered  to  be  restored. 

An  Apothecary  Registered. 

Mr.  Joseph  Terence  White,  apothecary,  of  Waterford, 
applied  to  be  registered  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

The  Vice-President  said  Mr.  White  had  kept  open 
shop  for  many  years. 

Dr.  Walsh  said  he  thought  that  Mr.  White's  father  had 
also  been  a  chemist  in  Waterford. 

Mr.  White's  application  was  acceded  to. 

An  Untimely  Death. 

The  Registrar  said  he  had  received  a  certificate  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  John  Joseph  Kinsella,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  who  had  been  compounder  in  the  Grand  Canal 
Street  Dispensary  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  and  whose 
untimely  death  was  caused  by  carbon  monoxide — gas- 
poisoning — when  he  went  to  take  a  bath  in  the  bathroom 
of  the  dispensary. 

The  Thanks  of  the  Council 

were  voted  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Pharmacy  Board 
for  a  donation  of  a  copy  of  their  "  Medical  and  Pharmacy 
Register,  1905,"  and  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland  for  a  copy  of  "  Some 
Features  of  American  Education." 

April  Examinations. 

The  Registrar  presented  the  reports  of  the  Examiners 
at  the  recent  examinations,  the  results  of  which  have  been 
already  published.  Mr.  Ferrall  mentioned  that  at  the 
Preliminary  examination  27  candidates  presented  them- 
selves, of  whom  16  passed.  At  the  examination  for 
Pharmaceutical  Assistants  only  one  candidate  appeared, 
and  he  failed.  At  the  examination  for  Registered  Drug- 
gists in  Dublin  10  candidates  entered,  of  whom  6  passed ; 
and  at  the  same  examination  in  Belfast  9  candidates  pre- 
sented themselves,  of  whom  4  passed.  At  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Licence  examination  27  candidates  presented  them- 
selves, of  whom  only  7  passed. 

The  President  remarked  that  that  was  great  slaughter. 


Titles  not  Hereditary. 

A  druggist  wrote  asking  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  title 
"chemist  and  druggist,"  which  his  father  formerly  en- 
I  joyed,  so  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  use  up  a  stock  of 
printed  stationery. 

The  Vice-President  said  they  could  not  accede  to  that 
request  at  all,  as  they  had  not  power  now  to  grant  the 
title  to  anyone. 

The  President  :  Certainly  not.  We  have  no  right  to 
do  so,  for  it  would  be  unfair  to  encroach  upon  the  domain 
of  those  who  are  already  registered  as  chemists  and  drug- 
gists. 

The  application  was  accordingly  refused. 

Election  of  Council. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  a  resolution  was 
passed  asking  the  Council  "  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  absolute  secrecy  in  voting."  The 
matter  now  came  up  for  consideration. 

The  Vice-President  said  that  the  system  which  had 
obtained  for  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  years  ought  to 
be  good  enough.  He  was  aware  of  only  one  occasion  on 
which  a  person  put  himself  to  the  trouble  of  seeing  how 
members  voted,  and  he  thought  that  that  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  cause  them  to  upset  a  system  which  had  been  in 
use  for  so  long  without  complaint. 

Mr.  Jamison  thought  the  matter  not  worth  discussing 
or  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Council.  He  asked  who 
would  bother  about  how  members  voted  ? 

The  Vice-President  said  that  under  the  present  system 
only  a  dishonourable  man  could  know  how  the  members 
voted. 

Mr.  Beggs  said  it  would  be  well  to  dispose  of  the  matter 
once  and  for  all,  because  if  not  they  would  have  a  similar 
resolution  coming  up  from  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Dr.  Walsh  suggested  that  a  perforated  flap  should  be 
attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  voting-paper.  On  this  the 
name  of  the  member  should  be  written  ;  and,  the  scrutineers 
having  seen  that  he  was  entitled  to  vote,  the  flap  could  be 
at  once  torn  off,  and  nothing  would  remain  inside  the 
paper  to  identify  the  vote. 

Mr.  Beggs  said  that  would  be  a  very  simple  plan. 

The  Vice-President  said  it  might  do  if  the  votes  were 
marked  with  an  X  or  a  cross.  But  at  present  the  initials 
of  the  member  had  to  be  written  opposite  to  the  name  of 
the  person  voted  for. 

Dr.  Walsh  said  that  was  a  drawback.  Could  they  not 
change  that  system,  and  adopt  the  cross? 

The  Vice-President  said  they  would  first  have  to  alter 
the  rule  of  the  Society  or  by-law  bearing  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Jamison  said  it  would  be  absurd  to  make  any 
change  at  all. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Beggs,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 
it  was  decided  to  adjourn  the  matter  to  the  next  meeting. 

Re-election  of  Examiners. 

Messrs.  J.  Michie,  M.P.S.I.,  R.  Watt,  M.B.,  M.P.S.I., 
and  H.  O'Connor.  M.P.S.I.,  were  re-elected  Examiners 
to  conduct  the  following  examinations  :  (a)  The  practical 
pharmacy  division  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  exami- 
nation; (b)  the  Registered  Druggists'  examinations  at 
Belfast  and  Dublin ;  and  (c)  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants' 
examination. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Council 
adjourned. 


The  Manufacturers  of  Fire-bricks  are  apparently  badly 
in  need  of  some  advice  from  a  competent  chemist. _  A  con- 
troversy has  been  going  on  in  Sheffield  for  some  time  with 
reference  to  the  quality  of  English-made  fire-bricks,  it  being 
alleged  that  German  bricks  are  ousting  the  local  article 
from  the  market.  The  matter  is  one  of  considerable  im- 
i  portance  locally  owing  to  the  great  cost  of  rebuilding  the 
furnaces  used  in  making  crucible-steel.  The  Siemens 
furnace  at  the  Sheffield  Technical  Schools  has  been  made 
half  with  German  bricks  and  half  with  bricks  of  local  manu- 
facture, and  a  correspondent  to  the  local  Press  states  that 
the  local  bricks  have  commenced  to  run,  leaving  their 
German  neighbours  completely  untouched.  Hence  the  open- 
ing for  applied  chemistry. 
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Cbemkal  Society 

A MEETING  of  this  Society  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening,  May  5,  at  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W., 
the  chair  being  taken  by  the  President,  Dr.  W.  A. 
Tilden,  F.R.S.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  formal  busi- 
ness, the  Senior  Secretary  read  Sir  Henry  Roscoe's  reply 
to  the  congratulatory  address  recently  sent  to  him  by 
the  Society  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  graduation  at  Heidelberg.  Sir 
Henry's  letter  alluded  in  complimentary  terms  to  the  pro- 
minent part  which  the  Society  had  played  in  the  pro- 
motion of  chemical  science  in  this  country. 

Honorary  Fellows. 

The  President  then  announced  that  the  Council  had 
decided  to  recommend  for  election  on  May  18  the  follow- 
ing as  honorary  and  foreign  members  :  M.  Becquerel,  M. 
Lobry  de  Bruyn,  Mr.  F.  W.  Clarke,  Madame  Curie,  Pro- 
fessor C.  Liebermann,  and  Professor  Ed.  W.  Morley 
(Cleveland,  Ohio).  There  were  loud  cheers  when  Madame 
Curie's  name  was  announced. 

The  Slow  Combustion  of  Ethane. 

This  paper  was  contributed  by  Messrs.  Bone  and  Stock- 
ings, and  was  read  for  the  authors  by  Dr.  Armstrong. 
They  had  previously  shown  that  when  methane  is  slowly 
burnt  with  oxygen  the  first  recognisable  product  is  formal- 
dehyde. They  now  find  that  ethane  under  the  same 
conditions  furnishes  acetaldehyde  in  addition  to  ultimate 
decomposition-products,  such  as  carbon  monoxide,  me- 
thane, and  water,  resulting  from  the  action  of  heat  on  the 
aldehyde  first  produced.  The  authors'  explanation  of 
these  reactions  is  that  a  molecule  of  oxygen  is  directly 
absorbed  by  the  hydrocarbon  forming  the  hydrate  of  the 
aldehyde,  which  then  loses  a  molecule  of  water.  Dr. 
Armstrong,  however,  believes  that  since  water  is  essen- 
tial to  the  occurrence  of  this  reaction,  the  latter  must  take 
place  by  the  division  of  a  molecule  of  oxygen  between  a 
molecule  of  water  and  a  molecule  of  the  hydrocarbon, 
forming  respectively  hydrogen  peroxide  and  alcohol,  which 
then  interact,  producing  the  aldehyde  and  water.  In 
the  discussion  which  followed.  Dr.  Tilden  said  that  he  did 
not  think  either  of  the  explanations  accounted  for  the 
whole  of  the  facts,  and  especially  for  the  explosive  re- 
action which  took  place  at  high  temperatures.  The  for- 
mation of  aldehyde  in  these  reactions  interested  him 
particularly,  since  he  had  always  imagined  that  he  could 
detect  an  aldehydic  odour  in  the  stench  which  the  ordinary 
petrol  motor  leaves  behind  it.  Dr.  Armstrong,  in  reply,  j 
said  he  thought  that  the  motor-smell  is  more  probably  i 
due  to  unsaturated  hydrocarbons  produced  by  the  "crack- 
ing" of  the  petrol. 

The  Action  of  Radium-radiation  on  the  Alkali 
Chlorides. 

This  paper  was  contributed  by  Mr.  W.  Ackroyd,  and 
dealt  with  the  curious  colour-changes  produced  in  the 
chlorides  of  the  alkali-metals  when  exposed  to  the  7  radia- 
tion from  radium.  Under  these  conditions  sodium 
chloride  becomes  yellow,  the  potassium  salt  violet,  and 
caesium  and  rubidium  purple  and  brown  respectively, 
whereas  lithium  chloride  remains  unchanged.  The  colour- 
changes  are  in  every  case  transitory — that  of  sodium 
chloride  vanishing  in  a  few  seconds  in  sunlight,  and  that 
of  caesium,  which  is  the  most  stable^  lasting  for  about  an 
hour.  The  author  suggests  that  these  changes  are  strictly 
analogous  to  those  brought  about  by  the  action  of  heat 
on  compounds  such  as  zinc  oxide,  and  are  due  to  the 
communication  of  a  certain  amount  of  energy  to  the 
molecules  of  the  affected  substance,  the  differences  in 
stability  and  colour  produced  being  in  some  way  related 
to  the  atomic  weight  of  the  metallic  element  present. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Baly 
stated  that  all  Sir  William  Ramsay's  test-tubes  containing 
solutions  of  radium  bromide  developed  a  permanent  violet- 
pink  tint,  which  appeared  to  be  due  to  some  change  in 
the  manganese  present  in  the  glass. 

Dynamic  Isomerism  of  Glucose  and  Galactose. 
This  paper  was  a  continuation  of  Dr.  Lowry's  work  on 
dynamic  isomerism.    It  gave  an  account  of.  the  result  of 


an  attempt  to  determine  the  quantities  of  the  various 
isomeric  forms  of  these  sugars  present  in  their  respective 
solutions  when  the  rotatory  powers  of  the  latter  had 
become  constant.  To  do  this,  time-solubility  curves  of 
the  two  sugars,  for  the  solvents  alcohol  and  water  and 
mixtures  of  these,  were  constructed,  and  from  the 
' '  breaks  "  in  these  deductions  were  drawn  as  to  the  point 
at  which  the  conversion  into  isomers  began ;  and  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  final  rotatory  powers  of  the  solutions 
and  of  those  of  the  isomerides  it  was  concluded  that  in 
stable  solutions  of  glucose  50  per  cent,  of  the  sugar  is 
present  as  the  hydrated  aldehyde,  and  the  remainder  as 
the  a  and  #  isomerides  in  equal  quantities. 

The  two  remaining  papers,  contributed  by  Dr.  Morgan 
in  conjunction  with  Miss  Micklethwaite  and  Mr.  Winfield 
and  by  Dr.  C.  Smith,  dealt  with  the  properties  of  tetra- 
hydro-a-  and  £-naphthylarnines  and  their  derivatives,  and 
especially  with  the  nature  of  the  azo  dyes  obtained  from 
para  substituted  compounds  of  these  amines,  in  which  the 
characteristic  aliphatic  influence  of  the  reduced  ring  of 
the  hydronaphthalene  nucleus  was  shown. 

During  the  evening  a  ballot  for  the  election  of  Fellows 
was  held,  when  the  following  gentlemen  interested  in 
pharmacy  were  elected  :  Messrs.  R.  H.  D.  Benn  (Montreal, 
Canada),  A.  Mander  (Malvern),  and  G.  Pinchbeck 
(London). 


IRecent  Mills. 


Crassweller. — The  late  Mr.  William  Ellis  Crassweller, 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  died  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds 
on  September  1,  1903,  left  a  gross  estate  amounting  to 
2,169?.  2s.  10d.,  and  a  net  personalty  of  452Z.  16s.  5c?. 

Hinds. — The  late  Mr.  James  Hinds,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  Warwick  Row,  Coventry,  who  died  on  Sep- 
tember 29,  left  a  gross  estate  amounting  to  9,669?.  4s.  Id., 
the  net  personalty  being  6,464?.  Is.  10c?.  His  executors 
are  Mr.  William  Pearson  Legender,  of  15  Norfolk  Street, 
Sunderland,  solicitor,  and  Mr.  James  Powles,  of  HilS 
House,  Hill  Street,  Sunderland,  insurance-broker. 

Parson. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  James 
Parson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  5  Peas  Hill,  Cam- 
bridge, who  died  on  August  18,  1903,  has  been  proved  at 
the  Principal  Probate  Registry  by  his  widow,  the  sole 
executrix,  by  whom  the  gross  estate  is  valued  at 
5,987?.  17s.,  and  the  net  personalty  4,231?.  10s.  10c?. 

Pollard. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Wilson  Horner 
Pollard,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Mont  Blanc,  Brighouse, 
has  been  proved  at  18,228?.  17s.  2c?.  gross,  the  net  person- 
alty amounting  to  18,198?.  16s. 

Proctor. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Barnard  Simpson 
Proctor,  F.I.C.,  retired  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  died 
on  September  22,  1903,  at  Westbury-on-Trym,  has  been 
proved  at  the  Bristol  district  registry  by  his  son,  Mr. 
Harold  Faraday  Proctor,  of  205  Redland  Road,  Bristol, 
electrical  engineer,  one  of  the  executors — Mr.  R.  W- 
Sisson,  the  other  executor  under  the  will,  having  re- 
nounced probate.  The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  valued 
at  5,310?.  6s.  5c?.,  and  the  net  personalty  4,217?.  10s.  3c?. 

Sharples. — The  late  Mr.  George  Sharpies,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  of  Preston,  who  died  on  October  19,  1903, 
left  a  gross  estate  amounting  to  7,472?.  13s.  4c?.,  and  a 
net  personalty  of  858?.  18s.  11c?.  His  executors  are  Mr. 
Thomas  Sharpies,  of  Lostock  Hall,  near  Preston,  surgeon, 
son  of  the  deceased ;  Mr.  John  Edward  Garner,  Winckley 
Square,  Preston,  doctor  of  medicine;  and  Mr.  Samuei 
Booth  Wilding,  of  Lune  Street,  Preston,  decorator. 

Waddington. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin 
Waddington,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Market  Street, 
Thornton,  near  Bradford,  Yorks,  who  died  on  October  23, 
has  been  proved  at  the  Wakefield  District  Registry  by 
Miss  Ellen  Waddington,  New  Road,  Thornton,  Miss 
Isabel  Waddington,  24  Ashley  Hill,  Bristol,  and  Mr.  F. 
Pollard  Waddington,  of  Market  Street,  chemist  and 
druggist.  The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  valued  at 
,  1,102?.  10s.  2c?.,  and  the  net  personalty  490?.  0s.  7c?. 
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Soutb  Hftlcan  mews. 

(From  our  own  Co*  respondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

The  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  for  January,  1904. 
amounted  in  value  to  25.000/.,  against  37,0C0/.  for  the 
corresponding  month  of  1903. 

The  report  of  the  Senior  Analyst  for  the  Colony,  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Juritz,  for  the  quarter  ended  December  31, 
1903,  states  that  the  total  number  of  samples  analysed 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  and  Seeds  Act  was  487, 
of  which  91  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  The  samples 
examined  included  five  of  cream  of  tartar,  one  of  cassia, 
eleven  of  cinnamon,  and  one  of  tartaric  acid.  All  were 
found  to  be  genuine. 

Natal. 

Natal  Still  Leads. — Goods  from  Natal,  550.126Z.  ;  from 
Cape  Colony,  428.861?.  ;  via  Delagoa  Bay,  201.216/.  Total, 
1,180,203/.  This  represents  the  value  of  goods  imported 
into  the  Transvaal  for  January,  1904. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Marchant,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Natal 
Pharmacy  Board,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Natal  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  and  was  present  at  the  opening  of 
Parliament  in  Maritzburg,  on  April  14.  Mr.  Marchant  is 
an  able  and  experienced  politician  of  long  standing,  and 
has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  political  life  of  the  Colony 
for  many  years.  He  is  the  only  chemist  in  the  House, 
and  naturally  the  chemists  look  to  him  as  their  political 
representative. 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Natal  Pharmacy 
Board  was  held  in  the  Colonial  Office  at  Pietermaritzburg 
on  April  14.  There  were  present  Messrs.  Champion  (Pre- 
sident), Marchant,  Charlton,  Elgie,  Dr.  Hyslop  (represent- 
ing the  Medical  Council),  and  the  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Fawcett.  The  Secretary  reported  that  an  examination  had 
been  held,  at  which  two  candidates  passed,  and  one  failed. 
The  successful  candidates  were  Messrs.  Berry  and  Burton, 
both  of  Maritzburg. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

The  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  during  the  six 
months  ending  December,  1905,  amounted  in  value  to 
13.000/.,  against  11.00C/.  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1902. 

Rhodesia. 

The  tobacco  expert  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  in 
a  lecture  delivered  at  Bulawayo  recently,  stated  that  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco  in  the  Colony  was  shown  to  be  not 
only  possible,  but  capable  of  considerable  commercial 
development.  There  are  several  districts  in  Rhodesia  pro- 
ducing tobacco  in  a  haphazard  way,  but  the  leaf  could  be 
produced  on  every  farm. 

Signs  are  not  awanting  that  the  example  of  the  Orange 
River  Colony  will  soon  be  followed  in  Rhodesia,  and  a 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  asked  for.  A  long  article  in 
a  recent  issue  of  the  "Bulawayo  Chronicle"  on  "  Medical 
Regulations  "  points  that  way.  In  the  article  mentioned 
it  is  stated  that  in  1896  the  attention  of  the  Acting  Ad- 
ministrator was  drawn  to  the  lack  of  proper  regulations, 
and  a  petition  was  forwarded  to  him  asking  for  vital 
changes.  No  acknowledgment  of  the  petition  was  ever 
received,  and  it  rests  now,  as  it  did  then,  with  one  official 
to  grant  or  refuse  leave  to  practise  medicine  in  Rhodesia. 
Communication  was  again  opened  up  with  the  authorities 


in  1899,  and,  at  the  request  of  Sir  Arthur  Lawley,  a 
memorandum  was  drawn  up  which  embodied  the  views  of 
the  profession  on  the  legislation  necessary.  Assistance  was 
proffered  to  draw  up  a  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act,  but 
the  proffered  help  was  not  taken  advantage  of.  Instead, 
an  Ordinance  was  drawn  up  by  the  medical  adviser  of  the 
Government  and  another  official.  This  did  not  meet  with 
favour  from  the  doctors,  principally  because  "a  chemist 
or  dentist  was  granted  an  equal  status  with  a  medical  man 
on  the  proposed  [Medical]  Council,  with  the  result  that  a 
committee  of  three,  composed  of  a  chemist,  a  dentist,  and 
a  medical  practitioner,  could  conceivably  have  power  to 
grant  or  refuse  permission  to  practise,  besides  deciding  on 
the  qualifications  of  a  purely  medical  man."  The  medical 
profession  opposed  that  Ordinance  so  strenuously  that  it 
was  not  ratified.  The  medical  man,  of  course,  wants  to 
rule  the  rooet,  and  the  writer  of  the  article  (who  writes 
from  the  medical  man's  point  of  view)  suggests  that  if 
only  a  Medical  Council  (consisting  entirely,  we  suppose, 
of  medical  men)  were  appointed  "they  would  safeguard 
the  interests  not  only  of  the  profession,  but  of  the  public, 
against  any  undesirable  or  unqualified  medical  practitioner, 
veterinary  surgeon,  dentist,  or  pharmaceutical  chemist." 
It  is  considered  that  some  alteration  is  also  necessary  in 
the  regulations  regarding  the  sale  of  poisons,  as  at  present 
it  appears  possible  to  purchase  these  in  the  Colony  without 
difficulty. 


Bt  the  Hcafcem^. 


AN  afternoon  spent  in  skipping  over  trailing  skirts  and 
dodging  picture-hats  in  the  galleries  at  the  exhibition 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Arts,  does  not  produce  much 
satisfaction,  either  aesthetically  or  physically.  The  exhibi- 
tion appears  to  the  (probably  Philistine)  eye  even  more 
mediocre  than  usual,  and  the  seeker  after  pharmaceutical 
objects  of  art  will  search  in  vain.  The  nearest  one  can 
get  to  pharmacy  is  "  Study,"  by  Mr.  William  Bramley 
(874).  It  is  a  small  "skied"  oil,  representing  the  inside 
of  a  chemical  laboratory  (probably  attached  to  some  school), 
where  three  boys  are  apparently  amusing  themselves 
"studying"  copper  solutions.  it  is  remarkable  that  a 
copper  solution  of  some  sort  appears  to  be  a  necessity  in 
the  pictorial  treatment  of  a  chemical  subject.  Is  blue 
the  only  colour  that  can  be  represented  in  a  test-tube? 
In  the  water-colour  room  a  well-executed  picture 
bv  Mr.  Lexden  L.  Pocock  is  entitled  "  The  Micro- 
scope :  'Consider  the  Lilies  "'  (972).  Three  girls 
are  reclining  on  the  grass  in  a  beautiful  garden.  In  front 
of  them  is  a  microscope  set  on  a  box,  and  a  slide  with  a 
section  of  a  lily  (pieces  of  which  are  lying  in  the  fore- 
ground) is  under  the  lens.  Botanical  subjects,  of  course, 
abound.  There  are  eleven  studies  of  roses  of  various 
kinds,  eight  being  oils  and  three  water-colours.  Anemones 
are  depicted  in  two  oils  and  one  water-colour,  and  daffo- 
dils and  harebells  each  have  an  oil  and  a  water-colour. 
There  are.  besides,  dahlias,  violets,  hollyhocks  (galore), 
chrysanthemums,  honeysuckles,  moon-daisies,  lilacs,  lark- 
spurs, and  Lilhnn  grandiflorum.  Among  the  portraits 
pharmacists  will  be  interested  in  are  the  "  Lord  Chief 
Justice"  (not  a  very  good  likeness,  but  a  characteristic 
pese),  by  Mr.  Arthur  S.  Cope  (57),  and  "The  late  Mr. 
Justice  Byrne"  (who  tried  the  "Tabloid"  case),  by  Mr. 
C.  Edmond  Brock  (821).  "  Professor  E.  Ray  Lankester, 
F.R.S."  (851).  is  the  subject  of  a  very  fine  piece 
of  work  by  the  Hon.  John  Collier ;  while  Mr.  G. 
Spencer  Watson  has  faithfully  portrayed  the  kindly  linea- 
ments of  "Sir  John  McDougall  "  (898).  The  _  medical 
profession  is  represented  by  "  H.  Trentham  Butlin,  Esq., 
F.R.C.S."  (528),  the  painter  being  the  Hon.  John  Collier, 
and  bv  a  presentation  bust  in  marble  of  "Alfred  Willett, 
Esq.,  F.R.C.S."  (1740).  the  work  of  Mr.  H.  R.  Hope 
Pinker.  A  silver  medallion  of  "Sir  George  Gabriel 
Stokes,  Bart.,  F.R.S."  (1827),  by  Mr.  A.  Bruce-Joy,  is 
to  be  seen  on  the  wall  in  the  lecture-room.  "  The  Sandal " 
(1672).  by  Mr.  F.  Mowbray  Taubman  (who  is  a  chemist 
as  well  as  a  sculptor),  is  a  beautifully  executed  female 
figure  in  marble,  in  the  act  of  tying  a  sandal  on  the  right 
foot.  Mr.  Taubman  improves  with  years,  and  his  statue 
has  a  prominent  position  in  the  Central  Hall. 
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More  Official  Decisions. 

Bile-pills. 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  informed  us  on  March  7 
that  "the  title  'Bile-pills'  would  involve  liability  to 
medicine  stamp-duty."  Since  then  the  Association  of 
Wholesale  Druggists  and  Manufacturers  of  Medicinal 
preparations  have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Board 
about  the  matter.  The  Association  regard  bile  as  a  part 
of  the  human  body,  just  as  blood  is,  and  they  appear  to 
have  convinced  the  Board  that  it  is  so.  We  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  R.  C.  Wren,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  for  the 
subjoined  copy  of  a  letter  he  has  received  from  the  Board  : 
22443  S. 

1904. 

Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House, 
London,  W.C.  7th  May,  1904. 
Dear  Sie, — The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  having  had 
before  them  your  further  letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  I  am  directed 
to  acquaint  you  that  upon  further  consideration  they  have 
decided  not  to  regard  the  title  "Bile-pills"  as  being  a 
description  which  in  itself  involves  liability  to  medicine 
stamp-duty. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodley,  Secretary. 

Digestive  Little  Liver-pills. 

In  our  issue  of  April  2,  page  549,  we  quoted  the  wording 
of  a  label  for  pills  named  as  above,  which  Messrs.  F.  New- 
bery  &  Sons  had  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue.  It  was  returned  marked  "Liable  to  duty," 
whereupon  Messrs.  Newbery  sent  the  following  letter  : 

21st  April,  1904. 

The  Solicitor  of  Inland  Revenue, 

Somerset  House,  W.C. 

22752.  S. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  of  the  28th  ult.} 

we  should  be  glad  if  you  would  kindly  inform  us  whether 
the  mere  description  "Digestive"  is  what  involves  liability 
to  medicine  stamp-duty,  or  whether  it  is  to  the  last  para- 
graph  beginning    "Dr.    McKenzie's    Formula  ."  We 

remark  that  the  label  contains  no  reference  to  "  prevention, 
cure,  or  relief,"  &c,  of  human  ailments.  We  are,  of  course, 
not  considering  whether  the  medicine  is  such  as  would  fall 
within  the  scope  of  the  exemption  in  favour  of  known,  ad- 
mitted, and  approved  remedies. 

We  are,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

F.  Newbery  &  Sons. 

The  following  reply  to  this  has  been  received  : 
22752.  S. 
1904. 

Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House, 
London,  W.C.  5th  May,  1904. 
Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  further  letter  of  the  21st. 
ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Solicitor  of  Inland  Revenue  at  this 
office,  I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to 
acquaint  you  that  the  use  of  the  word  "  digestive  "  in  com- 
bination with  the  word  "  liver  "  involves  liability  to  medi- 
cine stamp-duty.  I  enclose  a  memorandum  setting  forth  the 
Board's  views  on  the  subject  of  medicine  stamp-duty  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  descriptive  titles. 

I  may  add  that  the  use  of  the  words  "  Dr.  Mackenzie's 
formula  "  on  the  label  in  question  would  appear  to  imply  a 
claim  to  proprietary  right. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodley,  Secretary. 

Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons. 

We  reported  a  fortnight  ago  (see  page  685)  that  the 
Board  had  definitely  declared  "Digestive  Liver-pills"  to 
be  a  liable  title.  In  connection  with  Mr.  Stoodley's  sugges- 
tion that  "Dr.  Mackenzie's  formula"  implies  a  claim  to 
proprietary  right,  we  may  recall  that  the  Board  say  a 
form  like  "as  prescribed  by  the  late  Dr.  Mackenzie"  is 
not  dutiable  (see  C.  <£■  D.,  March  19,  page  454). 

The  Official  Memorandum. 

We  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  official  memorandum  now  sent 
out  by  the  Board  : 


Inland  Revenue, 

Somerset  House,  W.C. 

Sir, — The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  having  had  under 
careful  consideration  the  decisions  of  the  High  Court  in 
the  cases  of  Ransom  v.  Sanguinetti  and  Farmer  v.  Glyn- 
Jones,  desire  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  making  known 
their  views  in  regard  to  the  changes  thereby  effected. 

In  view  of  the  decision  in  the  latter  case,  the  Board  have 
decided  to  regard  as  falling  within  the  special  exemption 
relied  upon  by  the  Respondent,  mixtures,  compositions,  or 
preparations  of  medicinal  drugs  the  denominations,  pro- 
perties, qualities,  virtues,  and  efficacies  of  which  mixtures, 
&c,  are  known,  admitted,  and  approved,  and  which  are 
sold  by  a  qualified  chemist  or  druggist,  provided  that 
either — 

(1)  the  label  contains  an  adequate  indication  of  the  in- 
gredients, or, 

(2)  that  the  medicine  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  a 
formula  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  or  other  well-known 
book  of  reference,  and  that  this  fact  is  stated  or  otherwise 
indicated  on  the  label. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  exemption  does  not  apply  to 
sales  by  Limited  Companies  or  by  unqualified  persons. 

The  decision  in  the  case  of  Ransom  v.  Sanguinetti  leaves 
the  Board  no  alternative  but  to  regard  such  titles  as 
"Cough-mixture"  or  "Corn-paint"  as  per  se  involving 
liability. 

So  far,  however,  as  the  question  of  liability  depends  merely 
on  the  wording  of  the  descriptive  label  attached  to  the 
medicine :  — 

I.  Medicines  described  by  reference  to  a  disease  are  re- 
garded as  liable — e.g.,  "  Cough-mixture,"  "  Corn-paint." 

II.  Medicines  described  by  reference  to  an  Organ  of  the 
Body  alone  are  not  liable — e.g.,  "Liver-pills,"  "Hepatic 
Mixture,"  "  Bronchial  Mixture." 

III.  Medicines  described  by  reference  to  their  operation 
in  general  terms  are  not  liable — e.g.,  "Aperient  Pills," 
"Emollient  Ointment,"  "Astringent  Mixture." 

IV.  But  if  to  an  Organ  of  the  Body  a  word  or  words  be 
added  indicating  the  operation  of  the  medicine  upon  the 
Organ,  liability  is  incurred — e.g.,  "Blood-purifier,"  "  Liver- 
invigorator,"  "Aperient  Liver-mixture." 

These  decisions  relate  solely  to  descriptive  labels  on  the 
medicine. 

It  must,  however,  be  clearly  understood  that  if  any  claim 
be  made  to  a  proprietary  or  exclusive  right  in  the  medi- 
cine, or  to  a  secret  art  for  preparing  the  same,  liability 
to  the  duty  would  undoubtedly  be  incurred.  Also,  if  the 
medicines  be  held  out  or  recommended  (for  instance,  by  a 
leaflet,  handbill,  or  advertisement)  as  beneficial  for  the 
prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  any  distemper,  malady,  &c, 
incident  to  or  in  any  way  affecting  the  human  body, 
liability  to  stamp-duty  would  arise  irrespective  of  the 
character  of  the  label,  unless  such  medicines  fall  within 
the  conditions  of  the  exemption  above  mentioned  in  favour 
of  well-known  and  approved  remedies  sold  by  a  qualified 
chemist  or  druggist. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

1904.  E.  E.  Stoodley,  Secretary. 

The  first  five  paragraphs  of  this  letter  are  substantially 
the  same  as  those  of  the  circular  letter  dated  July,  1903 
(compare  "  Phar.  Forms."  II.,  page  53),  except  that 
"qualified  chemist  or  druggist"  is  used  instead  of  "duly 
qualified  chemist  and  druggist."  The  later  title  may  be 
intended  by  the  Board  to  cover  persons  who  have  served  a 
three-years'  apprenticeship,  but  have  not  qualified  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  reference  to  sales  by  limited 
companies  and  unqualified  persons  is  not  inconsistent  with 
the  recent  declaration  as  regards  companies,  for  the 
arrangement  in  that  matter  is  that  companies  will  not  be 
proceeded  against  until  the  law  is  altered.  We  presume 
Mr.  Boot  will  not  object  to  this  way  of  putting  it.  Those 
who  are  qualified  chemists  or  druggists  will  note  the  last 
paragraph  particularly,  as  it  brings  home  to  them  in  official 
phraseology  that  they  may  hold  out  or  recommend  approved 
remedies  by,  e.g.,  leaflet,  handbill,  or  advertisement. 


Curative  or  Digestive  Syrup. 

Dose.— Fifteen  to  twenty  drops  three  times  a  day, 
immediately  after  meals,  or  a  teaspoonful  at  bedtime. 

Shake  the  bottle. 


The  above  has  been  marked  "  Not  liable  to  duty,"  and  the 
covering  letter  adds,  "  So  far  as  the  liability  is  dependent 
on  the  terms  of  the  label." 


